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Chatham News + Record
Primary winners feature plenty of new faces

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN & 
BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

More than 16,000 Chatham 
residents — 27.5% of  the coun-
ty’s registered voters — voted 
in last Tuesday’s primary 
election, giving newcomers key 
wins and some familiar faces 
political promotions.

The mid-term primary set 
the table for a few intriguing 
local and statewide Novem-
ber races and established the 
makeup of  Siler City’s board of  
commissioners in a vote that 
was originally scheduled for 
last fall.

No incumbents lost seats, 

and Siler City’s controversial 
“Unity 2022” candidates  — 
four newcomers seeking office 
as a bloc for mayor and three 
contested commissioner seats 
— each finished last in their 
respective races.

Here’s a breakdown of  the 
vote and what’s next for the 
winning candidates:

SILER CITY MAYOR
Winner: Thomas “Chip” Price 

III
Also on the ticket: Donald 

Matthews, Nick Gallardo
Price won with 52.4% of  the 

vote. Unofficial count: Price, 
431 votes; Matthews, 289; Gal-
lardo, 96; write-ins, 6.

About Chip Price: Price has 
served as an at-large commis-
sioner for Siler City since 2011. 
He assumes the mayor seat 
vacated upon former Mayor 
John Grimes’ death in October 
2020. 

What he’s saying: “I want to 
do the job right for everybody 
here and make this the best 
city we possibly can,” Price 
said. “I look forward to serving 
the town and everybody in it, 
and I just ask that they contin-
ue to support the town and the 

board as we go forward.”
What to know: Commission-

ers will fill Price’s at-large seat 
by appointment. He assumes 
the mayorship just as new 
Town Manager Hank Raper 
comes to the job and as the 
town continues its search for a 
new town clerk. 

SILER CITY 
COMMISSIONER  
AT-LARGE

Winner: Cindy Bray
Also on the ticket: James 

“Jay” Underwood and Dean 
Picot Jr. 

The incumbent Bray won 
with 48.36% of  the vote. Unof-

ficial count: Bray, 397 votes; 
Underwood, 356 votes, Dean 
Picot, 64 votes; write-ins, 4.

About Cindy Bray: Bray has 
served as one of  Siler City’s 
at-large commissioners since 
2009. This will be her fourth 
term in office. 

What she’s saying: “I’m very 
grateful and glad to be able to 
serve the people of  our city 
again,” Bray said. “I feel like 
we’ve accomplished several 
very big things in the last few 
years, and hopefully that will 
continue — I know it will.”

What to know: Bray, a retired 
educator, won her bid for re-

CHATHAM’S ELECTION RECAP

BY TERI SAYLOR
News + Record Correspondent

On a cool spring day in early 
May, Sarah McCombie was a flurry 
of  activity, multitasking and carv-
ing out time for a quick interview 
over Zoom.

She was busy planning a concert 
celebrating a new album, promot-
ing a series on PBS North Caroli-
na, and preparing to set out on a 
summer-long concert tour across 
the United States with her husband, 
Austin McCombie. 

Together, they make up the 
Americana duo Chatham Rabbits.

The tour celebrates the duo’s 
third album, “If  You See Me Riding 
By,” which launches on June 3 at 
the Haw River Ballroom in Saxap-
ahaw and represents a coming-out 
party of  sorts for Chatham Rabbits. 
Over the last four years, the duo 
has become a well-known name in 
central North Carolina. 

Now, it’s time for them to spread 
their wings.

“We want to continue growing 
our audience,” Sarah said, “and 
while it may sound a little extreme 
to say we want to become a house-
hold name, we would love to be able 
to go to places like Idaho, and have 
people say, ‘Chatham Rabbits, oh 
yeah — let’s go see them tonight.’” 

That Sarah Osborne, a former 
music teacher who grew up in 
Bynum, and Austin McCombie, 
a former financial planner from 
Wilmington, would even find each 
other and form a band is by itself  
something of  a miracle. Both are 

musicians, but 10 years ago, when 
they first crossed paths, their 
styles could not have been farther 
apart. Sarah, a student at Peace 
College, played folk music with 

Photo by Chris Frisina

This photo of the husband-wife duo of Austin and Sarah McCombie 
graces the cover of Chatham Rabbits’ forthcoming album, ‘If You 
See Me Riding by.’ It’ll be released June 3.

Cases spiking again, 
but in wake of 

horrific milestone, 
there’s good news

BY BILL HORNER III
News + Record Staff

The number of  new COVID-19 cases in 
Chatham County is spiking — up 89% in the 
last two weeks — raising community levels to 
“medium” for the first time in more than two 
months.

Meanwhile, as the nation’s death toll from 
the pandemic surpassed 1 million, local health 
officials mourned what Eric Wolak, the chief  
operating officer and chief  nursing officer 
at Chatham Hospital in Siler City, called “a 
heart-breaking milestone.”

“It is incredibly sad thinking about the 
millions and millions of  families that have 
been impacted by this epidemic,” he said. “The 
biggest lesson, for me, is that this pandemic is 
not over. We are continuing to see infections 
and deaths, which have increased as society 
has ‘returned to normal.’”

COVID-19 remains a threat to the commu-
nity’s health, said Mike Zelek, the director of  
Chatham County’s Public Health Department.

“(It) has kept us on our toes for over two 
years,” he said. “One million deaths nation-
wide, including more than 100 in Chatham, 
hits hard. This pandemic has taken a heavy 
toll on our community, as it has on communi-
ties around the world. As a local public health 
department, we have seen more than ever the 
important role public health plays in keeping 
communities healthy. We have also seen that 
we can’t do this work alone, and we are indebt-
ed to our health care and community partners, 
as well as Chatham residents, for doing so 
much to keep this toll from being worse. But 
the fight is not over, and these tools remain 
effective.”

Chatham is averaging about 29 new cases per 
day after seeing mostly single-digit new daily 
case counts from early March through May 10; 
the number of  hospitalizations and deaths have 

COVID-19: THE LATEST

Plan includes revenue 
increases, new 

positions and more
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

Chatham County govern-
ment’s proposed 2022-23 bud-
get plan calls for the hiring of  
dozens of  new staff positions, 
healthy tax revenue increases 
and plenty of  growth — all 
while keeping the ad valorem, 
or property tax, rate flat.

After two public hearings 
on the $164.9 million budget, 

commissioners plan a June 21 
vote on the plan, which takes 
effect July 1.

Here’s a closer look:

Revenue increases
Overall revenues for the 

county are trending well 
above projected figures for 
2021-2022, leading to a higher 
revenue budget for next year. 

CHATHAM COUNTY BUDGET

Churches, community to say 
‘thanks’ to long-time pastor
BY BOB WACHS

News + Record 
Correspondent

PITTSBORO — There’s an 
old adage native residents of  
an area say about someone 
who comes into their commu-
nity, fitting into it like they’ve 
always been there.

“He’s not from here, but he 
got here as quick as he could.”

In the minds of  many, that 

REV. RAY GOOCH’S RETIREMENT

Ray Gooch, 
who some call 
the ‘Pope of 
Chatham County,’ 
is retiring after 
a four-decade 
career pastoring 
Pleasant Hill’s 
and Browns 
Chapel’s 
Methodist 
congregations in 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo by 
Peyton SicklesSee PASTOR, page A7See BUDGET, page A6

See COVID, page A3
See ALBUM, page A6

See ELECTION, page A3

Album launch, 
PBS special signal 

new chapter for 
Chatham Rabbits

Photo by Chris Frisina

Chatham Rabbits members Sarah 
and Austin McCombie pose in a 
promotional photo for PBS North 
Carolina’s ‘On the Road with 
Chatham Rabbits’ limited series.

More on N.C.’s primaries, 
page B10.



The Chatham News + 
Record (USPS #101-160) is 
published weekly, 52 weeks 
a year, by Chatham Media 
Group LLC, 303 West 
Raleigh Street, Siler City, 
N.C. 27344. Subscription 
rates: 1 year print + 
digital — $52; monthly — 
$5.99. Digital only — $3.99 
monthly. Periodicals 
postage paid at the U.S. 
Post Office in Siler City.

N.C. POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes 
to The Chatham News + 
Record, PO Box 290, Siler 
City, N.C. 27344

Chatham News + Record

CONTACT US

For a vacation hold or to 
report a delivery problem: 
919-663-3232 

To place a classified  
or display ad: 
919-663-3232; Fax: 919-663-4042 
To submit a news tip  
or correction: 
919-663-3232; email: news@
chathamnr.com

Chatham Media Group LLC 
303 West Raleigh Street, Siler City, North Carolina 27344
Copyright 2022 Chatham Media Group LLC

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Subscription rates begin at 
$6.58/month (1 year print 
+ digital, paid annually) 
or $4.92/month (digital 
only, paid annually). 
Pick your plan at www.
chathamnewsrecord.com/
subscribe.

Auto-renew; cancel anytime

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The Silk Hope Ruritans 
host a Benefit Bingo on 
the first, third, and fifth 
Thursday of  each month. 

Next on the schedule is 
June 2 at the Silk Hope 
Community Center. 
• The Chatham County 
Department of Social 
Services invites the com-
munity to learn about 
the signs of  elder abuse 
and how to prevent it on 
June 9 in Pittsboro. The 
event at Central Caroli-
na Community College 
will focus on the most 
reported form of  adult 
mistreatment statewide 
— self  neglect.  
• Horton High School 
Alumni Association 
Scholarship Committee is 
accepting applications for 
2022-2023 HHSAA Schol-
arship. Descendants of  
any Horton High School 
alumnus or attendee may 
apply online, at hortonhi-
ghalumni.com; then click 
on “scholarship.” Appli-
cations must be accepted 
by August 1, 2022. 
• St. Bartholomew’s 

Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directive 
on occupancy, masks, 
and social distancing. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.

• Second Bloom hours 
are 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
at 630 East St., Pitts-
boro, in the Food Lion 
Shopping Center. We are 
accepting donations of  
gently used men’s and 
women’s spring clothing 
and accessories. Credit 
cards are accepted. All 
proceeds provide support 
for survivors of  domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
and promote community 
education in collabo-
ration with Chatham 
County. 
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-

dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 

meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of Chatham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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HICKORY MT. UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Annual Homecoming 
Services will be held on 
Sunday, June 5, at Hick-
ory Mt. U.M.C. The wor-
ship service will begin 
at 11 a.m. with a covered 
dish luncheon following. 
All are welcome to enjoy 
worship and the fellow-
ship following. 

The church is located 
at 201 Hadley Mill Rd., 
Pittsboro.  

LOVES CREEK  
BAPTIST CHURCH

A free archery camp 
and unique Vacation Bible 
School is planned for ages 
3 to 18, June 6 - 9 at Loves 
Creek Baptist Church. The 
archery camp is for ages 

8 to 18, with age appro-
priate games for ages 3 to 
7. There will be snacks, a 
Bible lesson, and games 
each night. 

On Thursday evening, 
there will be an archery 
tournament for the chil-
dren, their parents, grand-
parents, and friends.  

The church is located 
at 1745 East 11th St., Siler 
City. 

CATAWBA COLLEGE
Tristan Bland graduated with a Bache-
lor of  Arts degree in Music from Cataw-
ba College on May 7.
He is the son of  Rae and Ellen Bland of  
Pittsboro.  

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Erika Nettles of  Pittsboro graduated 
with a bachelor of  science in psycholo-
gy from Bridgewater College during the 
May 7 commencement exercises.
Bridgewater College is located in the 
Central Shenandoah Valley of  Virginia.  

SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
UNIVERSITY
Nicholas Fogg of  Siler City and Sarah 
Fry of  Pittsboro have been named as 
members of  the Winter 2022 President’s 
List at Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity. 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY
Reagan Riddell, a Junior Business Ad-
ministration major from Snow Camp, 
has been named to the Spring 2022 
Dean’s List.  

CHURCH NEWS

HONORS

CORRECTION

In a story in the May 19-25 edition 
entitled “Mixed-use development 
plan raises questions for Pittsboro 
commissioners,” it was incorrectly 
stated that Roberson Walk would be 
located within Chatham Park. The 
development would border, but be 
outside of  Chatham Park. The News 
+ Record apologizes for the error. 

shop
Chatham

MEMORIAL DAY

News + Record offices 
closed Monday

Memorial Day will be observed nationwide on Monday, May 30, and the News + 
Record’s offices will be closed for the holiday.
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election despite receiv-
ing criticism from the 
Unity bloc in a late April 
candidate forum and not 
being included in the 
group of  candidates fea-
turing two other incum-
bents — Price and Lewis 
Fadely and newcomers 
Underwood and Albert 
Alston — who promoted 
themselves together. 
Picot, one of  the “Unity” 
candidates, finished a 
very distant third.

SILER CITY 
COMMISSIONER 
DIST. 1

Winner: Albert Alston
Also on the ticket: Sam 

Williams
Alston won with 79.31% 

of  the vote. Unofficial 
count: Alston, 69 votes; 
Williams, 17; write-ins, 1.

About Albert Alston: 
Alston is a newcomer to 
the Siler City town board. 
He is taking the seat of  
Tony Siler, who chose not 
to seek reelection after 
serving on the board for 
over 19 years.

What he’s saying: Alston 
did not respond to the 
News + Record’s request 
for comment. 

What to know: Alston, 
who didn’t complete the 
candidate questionnaire 
the News + Record pro-
vided to all candidates, 
will begin his term in 
June.

SILER CITY 
COMMISSIONER 
DIST. 5

Winner: Lewis Fadely
Also on the ticket: Rayet-

ta Fox and Jared Picot
Fadely won with 51.72% 

of  the vote. Unofficial 
count: Fadely, 75 votes; 
Fox, 57; Jared Picot, 13.

About Lewis Fadely: 
Fadely, an incumbent, 
has served Dist. 5 since 
2011. This will be his 

third term on the town’s 
board.

What he’s saying: “We 
just got to keep doing 
the hard work for this 
town and trying to get 
us to a place of  prosper-
ity,” Fadely said. “We’ve 
done a lot of  work over 
the past nine years, but 
there’s still a lot of  work 
that needs to be done — 
just rolling up our sleeves 
and keep working hard 
and keep praying to the 
good Lord.” 

What to know: Fadely is 
an attorney and has his 
own law office in Siler 
City. Jared Picot, Dean 
Picot’s brother, managed 
barely a dozen votes.

N.C. HOUSE 54 
REPUBLICAN 
PRIMARY

Winner: Walter Petty
Also on the ticket: Craig 

Kinsey
Petty won with 64.39% 

of  the vote. Unofficial 
count: Petty, 3,981 votes; 
Kinsey, 2,202. 

About Walter Petty: 
Petty is a familiar face in 
Chatham, having served 
as a Chatham County 
commissioner for 10 
years before resigning 
in 2019 to focus on his 
business, Atlantic Power 
Solutions. He was Cha-
tham’s lone Republican 
commissioner when he 
left the board.

What he’s saying: “The 
opportunity to serve oth-
ers is one of  my greatest 
pleasures,” Petty said. “ 
... Thank you to all who 
organized meetings, host-
ed meetings, gave of  their 
time and supported me in 
any way.”

What to know: Kinsey 
initially delcared for a 
Congressional seat, but 
changed his mind after 
Petty filed. Petty will face 
incumbent Democratic 
Rep. Robert Reives II in 
the general election in 
November. Reives is the 
House Minority Leader 
in the General Assembly 

in Raleigh and has grown 
in prominence in state 
politics. Petty, who was 
popular as a commission-
er and respected by both 
parties, expects to gain 
support from the new 
portion of  the district — 
the heavily Republican 
section of  Randolph 
County. Dist. 54 includes 
all of  Chatham and used 
to include a portion of  
Durham County.  

N.C. DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY DIST. 18 

Winner: Jeff Nieman
Also on the ticket: Kay-

ley Taber
Nieman won with 

53.7% of  the vote. Unoffi-
cial count: Nieman, 4,981 
votes; Taber, 4,296 votes. 

About Jeff Nieman: 
Nieman and Taber both 
serve as Assistant Dis-
trict Attorneys in current 
DA Jim Woodall’s office. 
Nieman has worked in 
in the Dist. 18 office since 
2006 and created the Out-
reach Court in Orange 
County, which helps 
divert those experiencing 
homelessness to commu-
nity resources instead 
of  jail. He received key 
endorsements from a 
number of  prominent 
attorneys and legal advo-
cates.

What he’s saying: “I’m 
devoted to being the 
district attorney for 
everyone in the district,” 
he said. “Getting this job 
is a political process, but 
doing the job is not. It’s 
about listening and being 
present for everybody.” 

What to know: No 
Republican filed to run 
in the District Attorney 
primary, so Nieman be-
comes the new DA at the 
end of  this year.  

CHATHAM 
COMMISSIONERS 
DIST. 3 DEMOCRATIC 
PRIMARY

Winner: David Delaney
Also on the ticket: Lew-

is Hendricks
Delaney won with 70% 

of  the vote. Unofficial 
Count: Delaney, 6,210 
votes; Hendricks, 2,667 
votes.

About David Delaney: 
Delaney is a political 
newcomer with prior ex-
perience as a cybersecu-
rity and privacy attorney 
at Truist Financial. He’s 
been active in a number 
of  local nonprofits and 
has helped lead the effort 
of  a group of  Chatham 
residents seeking to cur-
tail the “school to prison 
pipeline” in Chatham. He 
said his top priority is en-
suring future infrastruc-
ture projects in Chatham 
are equipped to handle 
environmental, social 
and economic challenges 
of  the county. 

What he’s saying: “I 
want to thank my sup-
porters for being part of  
a very active discussion 
process,” Delaney said. 
“Trying to understand 
the possibilities for good 
public policy is to explore 
what the law allows. And 
hopefully we can develop 
innovations for policy 
interests of  the commu-
nity like broadband and 
infrastructure solutions.”

What others on the ticket 
are saying: “I look forward 
to helping David and oth-
er Democrats in the coun-
ty when November comes 
around,” Hendricks told 
the News + Record. “I 
was really encouraged 
by everyone’s campaign. 
I wanted to do better for 
public education, that’s 
why I ran, and I just hope 
David and other winners 
put policies in place to 
support that.”

What to know: Delaney 
will face Republican can-
didate Tom Glendinning 
in November. Glendin-
ning previously sought 
the state senate seat held 
by Valerie Foushee in 
2020, losing by more than 
5,000 votes. The election 
will take the seat current-
ly occupied by Commis-

sioner Diana Hales, who’s 
not seeking reelection. 

CHATHAM 
COMMISSIONERS 
DIST. 4 DEMOCRATIC 
PRIMARY

Winner: Katie Kenlan
Also on the ticket: Travis 

Patterson, Albert Reddick
Kenlan won with 61.5% 

of the vote. Unofficial 
count: Kenaln, 5,630 votes; 
Patterson, 2,060 votes; 
Reddick, 1,469 votes. 

About Katie Kenlan: Ken-
lan is a lifelong Chatham 
resident and Pittsboro na-
tive who’s the daughter of  
Elaine Chiosso, the exec-
utive director of  the Haw 
River Assembly. Kenlan’s 
main office priorities are 
addressing local climate 
change issues such as 
PFAS and 1,4-Dioxane 
contamination in Pitts-
boro’s water supply. 

What she’s saying: “I am 
seriously humbled by 
this incredible support 
after this two-month 
sprint,” Kenlan said. 
“I’m so inspired by local 
leaders that came before 
me, including Diana 
Hales, Karen Howard, 
Margaret Pollard and 
Gary Phillips. I can’t wait 
to learn more about how 
to support this county in 
education and the growth 
we are experiencing.”

What others on the ticket 
are saying: “I want to 
thank all of  our support-
ers and donors across 
the county for their vote, 
hard work and sacrifices 
to this campaign,” said 
Reddick, who’s previous-
ly unsuccessfully sought 
Siler City’s mayoral seat. 
“I will keep the county’s 
divisions and inequalities 
in our view and pray for 
the board to seek unity 
and fair remedies.”

“I’m proud of  this cam-
paign and what we were 
able to do as first-timers,” 
Patterson said. “I hope to 
use what I learned on the 
campaign trail to con-
tinue strengthening our 

communities. I’ll contin-
ue looking at our local 
workforce and housing in 
an attempt to ensure fair 
practice and job access 
for Chatham County 
residents.”

What to know: Kenlan 
will face Republican 
Joseph Godfrey for the 
Dist. 4 seat, held by 
Robert Logan. Logan was 
appointed to finish Jim 
Crawford’s term after 
Crawford resigned from 
his seat due to health 
reasons in December. 

Other winners from 
election day 

At the federal level, 
Chatham County’s vote 
totals coincided with the 
rest of  North Carolina, 
with Cheri Beasely and 
Ted Budd as the prima-
ry nominees to face off 
in the U.S. Senate race 
in November. The U.S. 
House Dist. 9 also saw 
incumbent Richard 
Hudson hold strong with 
a landslide victory in the 
Republican primary. 

In the courts, Trey 
Allen won N.C. Supreme 
Court Associate Justice 
Seat 5 in the Republican 
primary. He will face in-
cumbent Sam J. Ervin IV, 
who is seeking his second 
eight-year term on the 
bench. Democrats hold a 
4-3 majority on the state 
Supreme Court, but the 
seats held by Ervin and 
Democrat Robin Hudson 
are up for election in 
November. On the N.C. 
Court of  Appeals, Donna 
Stroud was reelected 
after facing a strong chal-
lenge from Beth Fresh-
water Smith. Michael 
Stading won handedly 
against Charlton Allen 
on the N.C. Court of  
Appeals; Stading will run 
against Democratic in-
cumbent Darren Jackson 
in November.

For full results, visit 
the North Carolina State 
Board of  Elections web-
site at ncbse.gov. 
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not increased, though Wolak 
said COVID admissions at The 
Medical Center in Chapel Hill 
have jumped “about 10%” in 
the last two weeks. 

Across North Carolina, case 
counts were up by about 69% 
over the last two weeks as total 
COVID-related deaths in the 
state neared 25,000. One in four 
N.C. residents has been in-
fected, according to data from 
the U.S. Department of  Health 
and Human Services and state 
agencies.

In light of  those numbers 
and trends, Wolak encouraged 
Chatham residents to think 
hard about their own care and 
precautions.

“I do hope people critically 
assess their risk tolerance, 
get vaccinated, if  not already 
done so, and boosted, if  eligible, 
and feel comfortable wearing 
a mask, even if  everyone else 
isn’t,” he said. “As we have 
seen in other countries, I would 
expect case counts, hospitaliza-
tions, and infections to continue 
increasing over the next month 
to eight weeks. If  anything, I 
really want people to be aware 
that COVID continues to 
circulate among us and to keep 
themselves as safe as possible.”

The two-plus years of  the 
pandemic have “shown the 
importance of  togetherness 
and community,” said Zachary 
Horner, the Chatham Public 
Health Department’s public 
information officer. 

“I’ve seen it here in our 
department: nurses working 
in the cold and rain at vaccine 
clinics, environmental health 
staff helping restaurants 
adapt to new requirements 
and prevention techniques, 
and staff putting in extra time 
to communicate and share 
information about the virus, 
the vaccines, and more to the 
community at large,” he said.

“I’ve also seen it in the 
community: the Chatham 
Health Alliance’s Resource 
Hubs providing information 
and services to the community 
at-large, the Chatham County 
Council on Aging providing 
special attention to our oldest 
neighbors, and the school 
system working hard to keep 
educating our children. It’s 

been a long two years, and 
there has been a lot of  sadness, 
a lot of  grief. We mourn with 
the families and friends of  the 
114 Chatham County residents 
who have died from this virus.”

Early in the pandemic, initial 
forecasts predicted the national 
death toll from the virus be-
tween 100,000 and 240,000. The 
New York Times reported last 
week that the United States has 
a higher infection rate than 
many other wealthy countries, 
attributing that to inconsistent 
policies and responses and 
political divisions.

Chatham’s vaccination rates 
haven’t budged lately — 59% 
of  the population is consid-
ered fully vaccinated, but not 
boosted; 65% have received one 
dose, and 40% are both dosed 
and boosted.

Wolak and Zelek were 
encouraged, though, by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s new rec-
ommendation last week for a 
booster dose of  the Pfizer-Bi-

oNTech vaccine for children 5 
to 11 years old. 

Children in that group who 
received their last dose at least 
five months earlier are eligible 
to receive the additional doses 
right away.

“As a clinician, I am thrilled 
boosters for this age group 
have been approved,” Wolak 
said. “If  someone has a child 
in this age group, I would 
highly encourage them to 
move forward with these 
boosters. While the current 
variants seem to be more able 
to evade infection, even with 
vaccinations, the data is clearly 
showing that vaccinations and 
boosters significantly reduce 
the severity of  the disease.”

Zelek offered this guidance: 
“Children ages 5-11 years old, 
similar to older ages, should 
get a booster shot five months 
after getting their second dose. 
We have seen over the past two 
years that while children are 
at lower risk, they are not at no 
risk. A booster shot can help 

restore protection, especially 
against severe illness and com-
plications from COVID-19.”

Children ages 5-9 made up 
about 5% of  all Chatham Coun-
ty cases through May 14, Zelek 
said, while children 10-14 make 
up 6% of  cases. 

“That’s one in nine 
COVID-19 cases in the county 
in children ages 5-14, which is 
not a small number,” he said. 
“A COVID-19 infection has the 
possibility of  keeping kids out 
of  school and can also result in 
long COVID.”

Zelek also reiterated that 
adults ages 50 and older — as 
well as those who are immuno-
compromised or have a weak-
ened immune system — should 
get a second booster dose. 

“I have gotten questions 
from folks in this group who 
are thinking of  waiting until 
the fall for this booster,” he 
said. “With cases on the rise 
again now, I would not delay in 
getting this extra protection.” 

The Chatham County Public 

Health Department has the 
booster shot for 5-11 year-
olds and Moderna booster for 
adults at its Siler City clinic. 
Call 919-742-5641 to make an 
appointment or visit www.vac-
cines.gov for additional options 
to get vaccinated.

A silver lining in the pan-
demic has been innovation, 
Zelek said — noting a re-
cently-authorized test for 
COVID-19, RSV and flu that’s 
collected at-home.

“I think this combination 
test is another exciting innova-
tion,” he said. “While it often 
takes some time before some-
thing authorized at the federal 
level is available locally, I am 
hopeful that tools like this one 
will be important resources in 
the months and years ahead, 
and that we continue to use 
this uniquely challenging situ-
ation to learn and advance.”

Bill Horner III can be reached 
at bhorner3@chathamnr.com or 
@billthethird. 

Six key recommendations from Mike Zelek
• Be sure you are up to date on your vaccinations, 
including booster shots. This is the safest and most 
effective tool to protect against severe illness.

• If you don’t feel well or have tested positive for 
COVID, stay home. Wear a mask around others.

• If you have COVID symptoms or have been around 
someone who had COVID, get a COVID test.

• Maintain a supply of at-home rapid tests. You can 
get free at-home tests mailed to you by visitingwww.
covid.gov/tests or calling 1-800-232-0233. You can 
also stop by the Public Health Department office 
either in Pittsboro (80 East St.) or Siler City (1000 S. 
10th Ave.) location for a box of at-home tests at no 
cost. Community testing sites, including at the Old 
Ag Building in Pittsboro (65 E. Chatham St.) and the 
Medical Office Building behind Chatham Hospital in 
Siler City (163 Medical Park Dr.), remain open and 
have PCR tests as well.

• Consider wearing a mask indoors around others, 
especially if you are at higher risk of severe illness 
from COVID-19. This includes older adults, those with 
health issues, and those who are not vaccinated. 
N-95s are still available at no cost at any of 
Chatham’s libraries.

• If you test positive for COVID-19 and are at higher 
risk, talk to your doctor about treatment options. 
Treatment is now available that can help lower your 
risk of ending up in the hospital. If you don’t have a 
doctor, call 1-800-232-0233. For more information 
on treatment options, visit covid19.ncdhhs.gov/
treatment.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Eric Wolak of Chatham Hospital.

CN+R file photo

Chatham County Public Health Director Mike Zelek hands 
Alirio Estevez his second-dose appointment slip during a 
vaccination clinic last spring.
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Shutting out the outside 
means losing things inside

Some recent nighttime tem-
peratures have been good, even 

outstanding — in 
the 50s and 60s 
with little or no 
humidity.

That meant 
that I could 
throw up the 
windows and 
count sheep to 
my heart’s con-
tent — or for 15 
seconds, which-

ever came first before I went to see 
the Sandman.

Those after-dark lullabies are a 
great thing. They call up memo-
ries of  my childhood when Mama 
and Daddy did not have air condi-
tioning in the ol’ homestead and I 
listened to Grandpa Bullfrog down 
on Wallace Farrell’s pond as I 
drifted off to Dreamland. Through-
out much of  my childhood, I was 
my daddy’s right-hand man when 
we went frog hunting, but I knew 
enough to leave that one alone, 
and I prayed nobody else knew 
about him.

I know I never told anyone he 
was there. I guess he just finally 
went off to where old bullfrogs go.

Anyway, he was part of  the 
evening melody I listened to for 
years — him and the crickets and 
the whining tree bugs and the 
croaking toads and even Jimmy 
Capps on WPTF’s “Our Best to 
You.” Actually, Jimmy wasn’t part 
of  Mother Nature’s chorus, but he 
was still part of  the total evening 

package.
It was great stuff. There was 

a lot about the world I didn’t 
understand or know, but I knew 
my Mama and Daddy were in the 
house, and that’s all I needed to 
know. I didn’t know about ter-
rorists blowing up airplanes and 
unemployment and Middle East 
tensions and stuff like that.

But somewhere along the line 
that all changed — both the deal 
with the windows and the size of  
my world of  knowledge. Eventu-
ally, Mama and Daddy got a big 
honking window air conditioner 
about the size of  a small bus. It 
was great. It sat in a window at the 
front of  the house, coming inside 
at the dining room table. That 
meant whoever sat in front of  it 
would find their back ice cold and 
turning blue after Sunday dinner, 
but it was OK.

At least we were cool.
It was so big it would cool the 

entire house, even though it wasn’t 
centrally located. Later on — I 
don’t know why for sure — they 
got a smaller unit that went into 
a window in the back bedroom 
where I slept and listened to the 
outdoors chorus … except now 
with A/C, I couldn’t leave the 
windows open, so I lost out on my 
nighttime buddies.

When our troop moved into 
our current location, we asked 
the builders to install central air 
conditioning, which they said they 
would but we would have to pay 
for it — both to be installed and to 

operate. Still, we were pretty sure 
it would be worth it all.

Now, I keep the thing cranked 
down to 70 or so, and I know all 
the Green Movement People will 
tell me how wasteful I am. Guess 
what? It’s staying on 70 ... except 
when there are nights, like some 
recent ones when the temps are so 
good, we can cut off the A/C and 
fling up the windows.

Then, hearing Grandpa Frog’s 
grandson singing “Knee Deep” on 
the banks of  our pond, along with 
an assorted chorus of  katydids, 
tree frogs, whatchamacallits, and 
other things chiming in, I find I’m 
relaxed — even with double-digit 
inflation, double-talk from the 
politicians and being (or at least 
feeling) double-crossed on other 
fronts, that I don’t care.

And once again, I’m content. 
I’m pretty sure if  some of  the 
folks making decisions today 
would spend an evening listening 
to bullfrogs croak, they’d be in a 
better state of  mind — and maybe 
make some sane decisions once in 
a while.

Couldn’t hurt.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham 
County and retired long-time man-
aging editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 30 
years. During most of  his time with 
the newspapers, he was also a bi-vo-
cational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

A purple shirt, a book of poems, a necklace chest  
and a treasure trove full of memories

No one warns you about the 
roller coaster of  life. There are 

magnificent 
highs and 
the lowest 
of  lows, but 
what people 
don’t warn 
you about 
are moments 
where every 
emotion takes 
you on a top-
sy-turvy ride 
filled with 

various stages of  happiness, 
sadness and contentedness. 

My family is currently going 
through a big change, and quite 
honestly, I am not ready for it. 

My maternal grandparents 
— Grandma and Grandpa 
Fowble — moved to North 
Carolina from Maryland with 
my great-grandmother, Mom-
Mom, when I was 7 years old. 
They have lived less than three 
minutes away from my par-
ents’ house for most of  my life, 
and now, they’re getting ready 
to embark on their own jour-
ney back to their home state to 
live out their remaining days. 

My grandparents have dis-
cussed moving back to Maryland 

for a couple of years now, but 
even so I’m not sure I’m ready. 

The house they’ve lived in 
for the last 15 years holds so 
many of  my childhood mem-
ories, many of  which involve 
Mom-Mom, who died in 2013 (I 
was 13 at the time) at 98 years 
of  age. My grandparents and 
Mom-Mom have always been 
there to support me in this 
life; I still feel like Mom-Mom 
is there for me today. Still, the 
news of  my grandparents’ 
move caught me off guard. 

What’s going to happen to 
our Christmas Eve tradition of  
pizza after mass at Grandma 
and Grandpa’s house? Who is 
going to feed the deer lurking in 

the backyard of  that house on 
Chancery Drive? What am I go-
ing to do when I want to swing 
by their house for a cup of  cof-
fee when I visit my parents? 

On top of  the questions swirl-
ing around in my head, I also 
felt as if  I was losing Mom-Mom 
all over again — that house was 
the last place she called home. 
Her room is still filled with her 
belongings, ranging from her 
gorgeous jewelry to her collec-
tion of  books and pocketbooks. 
To me, she became a part of  
that house, and now, I’m sad I 
won’t be able to go back to it. 

Needless to say, the situation 
has left me conflicted: I under-
stand Maryland is home for 
Grandma and Grandpa, but at 
the same time, I selfishly want 
them to stay here. That way, 
I could continue to visit with 
them, to talk to Grandpa about 
Tar Heel sports, and to have 
coffee with Grandma while en-
joying some of  her fresh baked 
goodies. 

I had the privilege of  being 
able to see them a week ago 
when I had to bring my dad 
back from Durham dropping 
off a car at my uncle’s house. I 
sat on their beige leather couch 

in their living room, soaking in 
every sight around me. It would 
be the last time I set foot in that 
house on Chancery Drive. 

Grandma, Grandpa and I vis-
ited one another as we normal-
ly do, even though we all knew 
this would be the last in the 
house we knew and loved.

After about 30 minutes of con-
versation, Grandma motioned 
for me to go to the kitchen table, 
where she had a box with a bow 
on it and a small jewelry chest 
made of seashells. I recognized 
the chest right away — it was 
one of the last Christmas gifts I 
gave Mom-Mom as a child. 

Grandma told me she gath-
ered some of Mom-Mom’s favor-
ite things to give to me to make 
sure I had a piece of her wherev-
er I went. The gifts included the 
shell chest, and in it, one of her 
favorite necklaces made with 
colorful marbled stones. 

In the box contained a book 
Mom-Mom read everyday —  
“Poems of Faith” by Helen 
Steiner Rice. She kept it at her 
reading table next to her forest 
green Lazy Boy recliner, where 
she would spend her mornings 
reading her Bible and her poems 
while enjoying a cup of coffee. 

In the book was a picture 
of  a Facebook post Grandma 
made on what would have been 
Mom-Mom’s 107th Birthday, 
which also included her favor-
ite picture of  Mom-Mom. 

Then there was the box, which 
contained my favorite items: a 
purple shirt clad with jeweled 
designs and a photo of me as 
a toddler, Grandma and Mom-
Mom, all sitting together on my 
parents’ living room couch. 

Grandma knew I wanted to 
have a piece of  her and Mom-
Mom. 

These few things will have 
more meaning than any pos-
session I will ever purchase or 
come to own for a multitude of  
reasons. But they’ll also help me 
to gain closure on this chapter 
of my life and guide me through 
this transition of my grandpar-
ents moving to their new, yet 
old, home six hours away. 

To my Grandma and Grand-
pa: thank you for all of  the 
hugs, laughs, fun family meals 
and most of  all, for the love 
you’ve given me and my family. 
I look forward to making the 
trips to the Ellicott City area to 
visit y’all and to write this new 
chapter together.

Philosophize 
like a child

“Our society values hot takes and tweets more 
than sustained thought,” claims Scott Hershovitz. 

In his book, “Nasty, Brutish, and 
Short: Adventures in Philosophy 
with My Kids,” he suggests a 
different understanding of  the 
ancient command “to change and 
become like little children” (Mat-
thew 18:1). This teaching is often 
interpreted as adults having the 
faith or trust of  a child, perhaps a 
similar innocence or playfulness.

But Hershovitz believes children 
are natural philosophers: “Little 
kids (age 3-8) often raise philo-

sophical questions on their own. They’re puzzled by 
the world — and they’re trying to puzzle it out.”

As I drove my three young children to school the 
other day, my 9-year-old piped up from the back of  
the minivan: “Sometimes telling the truth is not a 
good idea.”

“Tell me more,” I replied.
“If  someone is wearing a stupid hat and he asks 

you what you think about it, it’s better not to hurt 
his feelings.”

“But you shouldn’t lie,” interjected his 6-year-old 
brother. “That would be bad.”

“Why is lying bad?” I prompted.
“You could hurt someone’s feelings,” he answered.
“So, in your brother’s example, you could hurt 

someone’s feelings with the truth, but you could also 
hurt someone by lying. What should you do?”

This philosophy lesson in the carpool wasn’t 
scripted or planned in advance. Kids think about the 
world around them all the time. Adults can listen 
and ask follow up questions rather than impose 
ready-made answers. We can even encourage them 
to argue!

My 9-year-old switched tactics: “I don’t see how 
George Washington ever became president.”

“How come?” I asked.
“My teacher said that he never told a lie.”
“So, you’re saying you have to lie to become presi-

dent? Why is that?”
“Dad, sometimes people don’t want to hear the 

truth,” he explained.
“But you should still tell it!” the 6-year-old main-

tained.
This was a good argument regarding the absolute 

truth versus the relative nature of  truth. Both boys 
puzzled over larger ideas through the lenses of  what 
they’d been taught and their own experience. Rather 
than simply swallow one perspective, they modeled 
the importance of  wrestling with the view from the 
other side.

It was time for my 4-year-old daughter to weigh in 
with a story about snatching a classmate’s stuffed 
animal and sticking it in her backpack. Not only 
did she take the toy home overnight, but she told 
her mom and me that her teacher had made it for 
her. (Not the most believable lie; it had a “Made in 
China” tag.)

When she finished recounting her story, I asked, 
“What did that teach you about lying?”

“Lying can make you feel bad.”
A common drive to school can turn into a 

fascinating inquiry into truth because children 
are willing to wonder and be open to other views. 
Hershovitz claims that philosophy is not about 
winning or losing an argument. Rather, quoting 
Bertrand Russell, philosophy has “the power of  
asking questions, which increase the interest of  
the world and show the strangeness and wonder 
lying just below the surface even in the commonest 
things of  daily life.”

As we pulled into the school parking lot, my 
9-year-old wrapped up our conversation by conclud-
ing, “It’s more complicated than you think when you 
actually think about it.”

Now, that’s the truth!
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Election winners: Trump, outside 
money and rage 

Pundits and politicos like to 
talk about “mainstream” or 

“main street” 
Republicans, 
as if  they made 
up a significant 
percentage of  
today’s GOP. 
But make no 
mistake. The 
May 17 primary 
election proved 
beyond doubt 
that the Trump 

cult — and there’s no denying 
they are a cult — is firmly in 
control of  the Republican Party 
in North Carolina.

Trump-endorsed candidates 
were victorious in each race ex-
cept one, that being Madison Caw-
thorn’s defeat in the 11th congres-
sional district. He narrowly lost 
to popular state senator Chuck 
Edwards, who was endorsed by 
legislative leadership and Senator 
Thom Tillis. While these leaders 
may pat themselves on the back 
for influencing the outcome, Caw-
thorn’s defeat was largely because 
he was a flawed candidate who 
embarrassed even those who pre-
viously supported him. That the 
margin was so close is because the 
former president doubled down, 
asking voters to give him another 
chance. But folks in the 11th know 
a bad apple when they see it.

The headline race of  the night, 
the U.S. Senate primary, proved 
uneventful. Congressman Ted 
Budd bolted to a lead in the 
14-candidate GOP field and never 
looked back. Credit Trump, but 
the real reason for such a victory 
was the estimated $9 million in 
support from the independent ex-
penditure group Club for Growth. 
Any hope North Carolinians 
might have had for an indepen-
dent senator was dashed. Former 
governor Pat McCrory came in a 
distant second because he was la-
beled too moderate, even liberal.

If  Budd prevails in Novem-
ber, and we can only surmise 
how much Club for Growth will 
contribute — never forget he is 
bought and paid for by this Wash-
ington, D.C. group and Trump. He 
was not a particularly graceful 

winner, immediately going on 
the attack of  Cheri Beasley, his 
Democratic opponent in Novem-
ber, calling her the most liberal 
person ever to run for the Senate 
in our state. 

He obviously doesn’t know his 
history. He should study the 1950 
primary between Frank Porter 
Graham and Willis Smith, or 
perhaps the Jesse Helms-Harvey 
Gannt general election in 1976.

In the 13th congressional 
primary, Bo Hines bested seven 
other Republicans, despite an 
advertising barrage by Kelly 
Daughtry, who was on TV more 
often than pharmaceutical ads. 
She reportedly spent $3 million 
of  her own money in a distant 
third-place finish. This and other 
campaigns were uncommonly 
ugly for a primary.

Republican races dominated 
the coverage of  the election, but 
Democrats could also take heart. 
In the Democratic primary for the 
13th, state senator Wiley Nickel 
bested four others to win. Many 
consider the redistricted 13th 
as potentially competitive, so a 
November showdown could be 
interesting. Unsurprisingly, for-
mer Supreme Court Chief  Justice 
Cheri Beasley easily beat 10 other 
candidates to coast to victory, set-
ting up what promises to be the 
premiere contest in November. 

We can take encouragement 
that almost 20% of  our 7,200,000 
voters cast ballots, a recent high.

Here are our takeaways: Trump 
was on the ballot. His imprimatur 
was highly evident and referenc-
es to him influenced outcomes, 
even where he didn’t endorse a 
candidate.

His legacy has been to en-
courage and fan the flames of  
what is known as “The Age of  
Rage.” We’ve become an angry, 
hate-filled, fed-up and doubtful 
people who, despite what some 
might proclaim to the contrary, 
no longer really believe in the 
goodness of  this state, its leaders 
or its future.

This genre of  elections had 
its genesis in 1973, when Tom 
Ellis and Jesse Helms began 
the Congressional Club. They 

completely changed election 
campaigns through the use of  
computer-generated mail lists, 
using them in organized, sophisti-
cated techniques to raise political 
donations. Those previously 
unheard-of  large amounts of  
dollars were then employed to 
develop negative television ads 
and direct-mail pieces that stoked 
emotions and provoked negative 
attitudes toward opponents. 

Politics has always been a con-
tact sport, but we believe elections 
started down a slippery slope 
because of  the Congressional Club 
— and they’ve gotten progressive-
ly worse. Nary a word is uttered 
about what a candidate believes 
or hopes to accomplish. Instead, 
almost all energy is devoted to 
telling us why the opponent is bad.

Equally obvious are the big 
money, outside independent ex-
penditure groups, who once again 
proved they can buy elections. 
Political parties haven’t really 
mattered since the 1980s; now, 
they are little more than funnels 
for candidates so that donors can 
circumvent campaign contribu-
tion limits. 

It’s those nebulous-named 
groups outside our state, funded 
by donors they aren’t required to 
identify, that are the tipping point 
in too many campaigns. They can 
accuse, demean, spew hate or tell 
lies without much fear of  retribu-
tion. We are reaping the results 
of  the Citizens United Supreme 
Court verdict, and it is both 
alarming and dangerous.

Can we reverse these trends? 
If  so, who or what is going to 
make it happen? If  not, what is to 
become of  elections and politics? 
Sadly, we’ve yet to hear sub-
stantive and positive responses 
to those questions, but we hope, 
for the future of  this state and 
nation, they are forthcoming.

Tom Campbell is a former assis-
tant N.C. State Treasurer and was 
the creator/host of  N.C. SPIN, a 
weekly statewide television discus-
sion of  N.C. issues that aired on 
UNC-TV until 2020. Contact him 
at tomcamp@carolinabroadcast-
ing.com.

Housing prices reflect changes in work
It was bound to happen. The 

percentage of  adults working 
from home 
has fallen 
significant-
ly from its 
pandem-
ic-era peak. 
Nevertheless, 
telecommut-
ing has estab-
lished itself  
as a lasting 
and conse-
quential fact 

of  modern life.
Before COVID struck in 

early 2020, the share of  full 
paid workdays performed at 
home by Americans aged 20 to 
64 was about 5%. By May 2020, 
it had shot up to 61%. As of  this 
April, that share had tumbled 
to 39%.

That is still, of  course, vastly 
higher than the pre-COVID 
figure. Here in North Carolina 
and around the country, em-
ployers and employees in many 
telecommuter-friendly occupa-
tions are likely to bargain their 
way to a middle ground — with 

wide-ranging implications 
for productivity, workplace 
culture, family life, and public 
policy.

Take housing, for example. 
Soaring prices and rents have 
roiled North Carolina’s hous-
ing markets for months. While 
there are many explanations, 
including shortages of  labor 
and materials and loose mon-
etary policy, the substitution 
of  telecommuting for physical 
commuting is a driving factor 
in many places. 

As workers gained full or 
partial respite from daily 
commutes, their housing 
preferences changed. Some 
now want larger houses that 
can accommodate home offices. 
Others want to move further 
away from urban cores to ex-
pand their lawns and gardens, 
reduce their taxes or other 
costs, live nearer to extended 
family or recreational ameni-
ties, or otherwise improve their 
quality of  life.

New research by John 
Mondragon of  the Federal 
Reserve Bank of  San Francisco 

and Johannes Wieland of  the 
University of  California at San 
Diego suggests that this shift 
in housing preferences can 
explain more than half  of  the 
24% increase in average hous-
ing prices since late 2019. 

“Our results imply,” they 
write in a new National Bureau 
of  Economic Research working 
paper, that “the future path 
of  housing costs may depend 
critically on the path of  remote 
work.” 

If  workers themselves have 
any say in the matter — and in 
today’s tight labor market they 
clearly do — remote work will 
remain far more prevalent in 
the pandemic’s aftermath than 
it was before. According to a 
Pew Research Center poll tak-
en in February, 59% of  Ameri-
cans who work in telecommut-
er-friendly occupations were 
working from home all or most 
of  the time. That’s also down 
from peak-COVID but still far 
higher than the 23% doing so 
before early 2020.

Although their experience 
may have begun under duress, 

most telecommuters now say 
they prefer the arrangement. 
Of  those Pew respondents 
currently working from home 
most of  the time, 61% say it is 
by choice while only 38% say 
their workplaces remain closed 
to them.

I’ve written before about the 
need for North Carolina lead-
ers to adjust their policy choic-
es to the new reality. What 
I think I failed to do in past 
columns is convey the urgency 
of  this need. Our major cities 
need to rethink mass-transit 
plans based on now-outdated 
assumptions. All communi-
ties, large and small, need to 
rethink how they permit and 
regulate the construction of  
housing, offices, retail, and 
other buildings.

Above all, policymakers need 
to keep in mind that their job is 
to accommodate and respond 
to the preferences of  North 
Carolinians, not to attempt to 
shape those preferences. 

Change can be disorienting, 
yes, but it’s also a source of  
vitality and innovation. Work-

ers choosing to stay at home 
for at least part of  each week 
certainly recognize there will 
be tradeoffs. In the Pew survey, 
64% of  those who’ve recently 
begun telecommuting said that 
working from home has made 
it easier to balance work and 
personal life. At the same time, 
60% said working from home 
made them feel less connected 
to their co-workers. 

The best answer, in my view, 
is to let employers and employ-
ees work out the right balance 
among themselves. There’s 
no right answer applicable in 
every situation. Government 
should adapt to emerging 
market conditions in a way 
best suited to delivering public 
services at an affordable cost, 
and otherwise stay out of  the 
way.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member 
and author of  the new novel 
“Mountain Folk,” a historical 
fantasy set during the American 
Revolution (MountainFolk-
Book.com).

Great 
replacement 

what?
What were the two most used new words in the news 

last week?
The term “Great Replacement.”
I admit that I had never heard 

of  the term until the recent attack 
in Buffalo by a white 18-year-old 
man that left 10 people dead. A long 
document, found with the attacker’s 
property and presumably written by 
him, explained his motives and con-
cerns about the “replacement” of  the 
“white race” and “white culture.”

CNN reported that “the author 
also writes about his perceptions of  

the dwindling size of  the white population and claims 
of  ethnic and cultural replacement of  whites.”

In an article published by CNN, Dean Obeidallah, a 
former attorney and a columnist for The Daily Beast, 
writes that what the document found with the shooter 
“espouses is, in essence, the white supremacist concept 
known as the Great Replacement Theory. This ‘theory’ 
is meant as a warning to white people that soon, people 
of  color — typically immigrants, Latinos and African 
Americans — may outnumber white people and in 
essence ‘replace’ them.”

A recent article in The Wall Street Journal gave 
the following summary: “The great replacement’ is 
a conspiracy theory that asserts elites — politicians, 
business executives, media — are using immigration 
and other policies as a tool to reduce the white popula-
tion.”

The Journal article continues: “Interest and belief  
in the idea has increased in the U.S. in recent years, 
researchers say, as the percentage of  white Americans, 
compared with nonwhite people, shrinks. The nation’s 
non-Hispanic white population dropped 2.6% between 
2010 and 2020, according to the Census Bureau. Projec-
tions by the bureau indicate that the total population 
of  nonwhite people in America will exceed the white 
population by 2045.”

The replacement theory is not new. The idea got its 
modern start in France in the early part of  the 20th 
century. More recently, a 2011 article by French writer 
Renaud Camus and titled “The Great Replacement” is 
used by white supremacists in the U.S.

According to the Journal, Camus wrote that “white 
Europeans will eventually be extinct because of  immi-
gration and since some nonwhite populations, particu-
larly those of  Africa and the Middle East, have higher 
birthrates. People from Africa and the Middle East 
have emigrated to France from former French colonies 
in increased numbers in the postcolonial era.”

The increase of  immigrant populations in Europe 
and the U.S. is fact not a theory. There are consequenc-
es in terms of  a rise in influence of  immigrants and 
their children in Europe and the U.S. and the corre-
sponding loss of  power and influence of  white Ameri-
cans.

But there is more to the theory than these facts.
Versions of  the theory allege a conspiracy among 

some people to replace the long-time white residents 
of  Europe and the U.S. with people from Africa and 
Asia. The conspirators, it is said, are politicians, elitist 
people and institutions. They promote policies that 
open the doors to immigrants and empower people of  
color and other minority groups. These people would 
become voters who would do the will of  the conspira-
tors.

I could find no credible evidence about the “elites” 
exerting control over the votes of  immigrants and 
minorities.

I confess that I have hoped that the changing make-
up of  North Carolina’s population that is under way 
would help my political party more than the other 
party.

Does that make me part of  some conspiracy?
I don’t think so.

D.G. Martin hosted “North Carolina Bookwatch,” for 
more than 20 years.

To view prior programs: https://video.pbsnc.org/show/
nc-bookwatch/episodes/.
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The county attributes much of  
this revenue growth to eco-
nomic growth. Revenue from 
property taxes is expected to 
increase 6.1% over the prior 
year. 

Revenue growth projections 
are most prominently seen 
in sales tax and excise taxes. 
Sales tax revenue is projected 
to increase by 24% over the 
previous year. This year, the 
county is projected to collect 
$24 million in sales tax reve-
nues, up from $20.3 million last 
year. 

County Budget Director 
Darrell Butts said the increase 
is from the Article 46 sales tax, 
implemented for the last nine 
months of  the 2021-22 fiscal 
year. Article 46 sales tax is a 
quarter-cent local option tax 
on all retail items except for 
gas and unprepared food, like 
groceries. The sales tax option 
was voted on and approved 
by referendum in March 2020, 
then was legally authorized 
last Oct. 1. Article 46 was levied 
for the full year in the fiscal 
year 2022 and will continue in 
2023. 

“In ‘21 and ‘22, you’ll see a 
bit of  a spike in those sales tax 
revenues that you won’t see in 
the long-term future,” Butts 
said. He added that the projec-
tions for increased sales tax 
revenue are one of  the main 
reasons the county is able 
to maintain its property tax 

rate of  66.5 cents per $100 of  
valuation. 

Revenues from sales taxes 
have been specified by the 
Chatham County Board of  
Commissioners and staff for 
four purposes: education, af-
fordable housing, agriculture, 
and parks and recreation.

“Each of  those areas have a 
lot of  need for service here,” 
Butts said. “These areas, as 
identified by commissioners, 
really have a need to have a 
dedicated funding source to 
make improvements.”

The county also reports a 
Register of  Deeds excise tax 
revenue increase of  50% from 
the current year budget. Butts 
attributes excise tax revenue 
increases to real estate trans-
actions in the county. 

“In Chatham, we are seeing 
an increase in the number 
of  real estate transactions as 
well as seeing increased sales 
prices,” Butts said. “This is a 
direct result of  the desirability 
of  Chatham County and the 
current real estate market.”

New positions
The proposed budget creates 

a number of  new county 
employee positions. It calls for 
72.375 new full-time equiva-
lents — meaning not all of  the 
new positions are full time. 
In total, the county expects 
to employ 82 additional staff 
through these positions, with 
the recruitment process begin-
ning in the first quarter of  the 
new fiscal year. 

Many of  these positions 

already exist, but two large 
operational shifts mean there 
will be more official openings 
under the jurisdiction, and 
payroll, of  Chatham County 
Government. One of  these 
is making the staff of  the 
county’s Council on Aging 
department — which now 
operates as a nonprofit — as 
county employees. The other 
change is the status of  sol-
id waste management and 
collection center workers from 
contractors to full-time county 
employees.

“Bringing on the Council on 
Aging employees and transi-
tioning the collection center 
attendants from contractors 
to in-house staff will greatly 
change how we do business,” 
Butts said. “While we have 
been dealing with development 
pressures for some time, those 
pressures only continue to 
increase.”

Aside from these changes, 29 
of  the listed budgeted positions 
are what Butts called true new 
positions — meaning there’s 
not currently an employee in 
the position. Butts said the po-
sitions are grouped into three 
categories: to meet growing 
and existing demand, Council 
on Aging transition, and solid 
waste transition. 

The true new positions are 
spread out across various 
departments. For example, 
there will be three multi-
trade building inspectors, 
three environmental health 
specialists and four new 9-1-1 
telecommunicators. A full list 

of  the new positions can be 
found in the county’s budget 
message at www.chatham-
countync.gov/government/
county-budget/annual-coun-
ty-budgets/recommend-
ed-fy-22-23-budget.

While the average Chatham 
resident may not see the differ-
ence in operations, Butts said, 
the people that do interact with 
the departments with new po-
sitions can expect an enhanced 
level of  service.

The proposed budget also 
recommends existing county 
employees receive a 2% in-
crease in contribution to health 
care and a 7% pay increase to 
improve competitiveness of  
government salaries. 

Big spenders on education
The biggest departmen-

tal expense in the proposed 
budget is additional funding 
for Chatham County Schools. 
The total proposed CCS budget 
is $56.9 million, which calls 
for an additional $1.5 million 
from the previous year, which 
was requested by the school 
district. The additional funding 
includes $105,000 for the new 
Central Services Building and 
$820,000 toward teacher pay 
supplements. 

The $105,000 is broken up 
into actual building construc-
tion and maintenance and 
operational changes. Eighty 
thousand dollars is going to-
ward the building itself, while 
the other $25,000 is going to the 
improvement and continuation 
of  Chatham Reads, a literacy 

program run by the Chatham 
Education Foundation. 

In North Carolina, teachers 
are often paid supplements 
in one of  two ways: a flat rate 
increase or an increase on a 
percentage of  salary. The pay 
model for Chatham County is a 
hybrid of  the two. The county 
says doing this will allow for 
maximum benefits. Teach-
ers will also see a minimum 
supplemental increase of  $250 
through the new model.

Chatham County Schools 
currently ranks fifth in the 
region and seventh in the 
state for teacher supplement 
funding, behind Wake, Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro, Durham and 
Orange. Butts said this hybrid 
model was meant to maintain 
that high standing. 

The Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners will 
host work sessions at 9 a.m. 
through Thursday this week 
at the Chatham Agriculture & 
Conference Center. The final 
draft of  the budget is expected 
to be proposed to the commis-
sioners on June 21. The state 
mandates all county budgets 
be submitted by June 30. For 
more information, including 
a full copy of  the proposed 
county budget, visit the 
Chatham County website at 
www.chathamcountync.gov/
government/county-budget/
annual-county-budgets/rec-
ommended-fy-22-23-budget.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@cha-
thamnr.com or @b_rappaport. 
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the old-time trio South 
Carolina Broadcasters; 
Austin, at N.C. State, was 
a musician in DASH, a 
popular electropop band 
in Raleigh.

“We were trying to be 
college students, academ-
ically,” Sarah said, “and 
we were trying to hustle 
with our bands, and be-
cause we were in totally 
different music scenes, 
we never crossed paths.” 

Until that fateful 
evening when Austin and 
some friends showed up 
for a Mandolin Orange 
performance at Cat’s 
Cradle in Chapel Hill. 
The South Carolina 
Broadcasters opened the 
show, and when Austin 
laid eyes on Sarah and 
listened to her weave sto-
ries in her sweet soprano 
voice, he was immediate-
ly attracted to her.

Sarah didn’t know he 
was there.

He first reached out to 
her in a message on her 
band’s Facebook page; 
she says she brushed 
him off with a formal 
acknowledgement and a 
polite “thank you.” That 
might have been the end 
of  it, but he tried again 
about a year later, Sarah 
says, and this time she 
agreed to meet him for 
coffee. 

As they say, the rest is 
history.

Today, at age 29, Sarah 
and Austin share song-
writing credits and vo-
cals. She’s the lead singer 
and banjoist; he provides 
vocals and adds melodies 
on his acoustic guitar.

‘We’re not fancy’
Over the years, 

Chatham Rabbits has 
embodied the stories the 
McCombies were raised 
listening to and the sto-
ries they have lived.

“Growing up, Austin 
and I were both creative 
kids, and I have so many 
notebooks filled with 
lyrics, notes and ideas,” 
she said. “We think of  
ourselves as barebones 
musicians because we’re 
not fancy, but we do 
believe our strength is 
in our songwriting, and 
that’s where we try to put 
our energy.”

The duo’s songbook is 
filled with family histo-
ry and North Carolina 
stories.

Their first album, re-
corded in 2019 at Rubber 
Room Records in Chapel 
Hill, is titled “All I Want 
from You,” described by 
music critics as “a ma-
ture ensemble of  south-
ern themes.”

“Yoke Is Easy, The 

Burden Is Full,” was 
Chatham Rabbits’ second 
album and continues 
the duo’s stories in song, 
weaving the fabric of  the 
past to the present. It was 
recorded at a friend’s 
studio at Smith Mountain 
Lake in Virginia and was 
scheduled for launch in 
mid-2020.

But COVID-19 had 
other plans.

When the pandemic 
caused theaters and 
music venues to shut 
down, Chatham Rabbits 
still had a card to play, 
and reckoned if  their 
fans couldn’t come to 
their shows, they would 
take their music to their 
fans. So, they launched 
the album during their 
socially distanced “Stay 
at Home Tour.” Austin 
upfitted the duo’s Sprint-
er touring van with 
solar panels and a sound 
system, built a mobile 
soundstage on a trailer 
hitched to the bumper, 
and the pair traveled 
to communities across 
North Carolina, enter-
taining entire neighbor-
hoods one by one.

Their newest album, 
written during the pan-
demic, was recorded at 
Smith Mountain Lake as 
the world began emerg-
ing from its COVID-19 
cocoon. Like newly trans-
formed butterflies, Cha-
tham Rabbits emerged 
with a new look and a 
multi-layered sound, 
featuring a full back-up 
band of  accomplished 
musicians the McCom-
bies recruited from their 
large circle of  friends.

Sarah promises that 
despite the larger sound 
the bones of  their music 
are still in place.

“Austin and I are still 
Chatham Rabbits, but we 
are getting offers to play 
bigger stages and longer 
sets, and it’s so nice for 
the audiences in the larg-
er settings to hear our 
songs the way they sound 
on the album,” she said. 

The McCombies have 

set a goal to play in all 
of  North Carolina’s 100 
counties.

In a new PBS-North 
Carolina series called 
“On the Road with 
Chatham Rabbits,” the 
McCombies trace their 
humble beginnings from 
their days living in a 
historic mill house in 
Bynum before selling 
it in 2018, quitting their 
day jobs, and spending 
life traveling to shows in 
a restored Winnebago 
that Austin purchased off 
Craig’s List.

“On the Road with 
Chatham Rabbits” shows 
what life is like for Sarah 
and Austin — the ups 
and downs, good times, 
hard times, their song-
writing process, and at 
the heart of  it all, their 
music. The limited series 
airs on Thursday nights 
at 8 p.m. and streams on 
the PBS North Carolina 
website.

At the end of  June, 
PBS-North Carolina 
plans to broadcast a 
special full-length con-
cert filmed last October, 
Sarah said. 

As the McCombies’ star 
continues to rise, there’s 
one thing Sarah wants 
everyone to know, and 
that’s the correct name 
of  their duo — Chatham 
Rabbits, and not The 
Chatham Rabbits.

Sarah laughs as she 
explains how she and 
Austin crowdsourced 
that name.

“We went onto a com-
munity listserv in Bynum 
and asked the partici-
pants what we should 
call our little duo so we’d 
have something to put 
on posters and that sort 
of  thing,” she said. “And 
people kept suggesting 
ideas like ‘Chatham Bun-
nies,’ and ‘Rabbits String 
Band,’ and the ultimate 
winning name ‘Chatham 
Rabbits.’”

Through it all, Sarah 
learned Chatham County 
history and the power of  
divine intervention.

“I did some Googling 
and found out the county 
was once home to huge 
wild meat rabbits that 
people would hunt and 
sell to kitchens in large 
cities,” she said.

Her research also re-
vealed their home in By-
num was a 100-year-old 
mill house built in 1910, 
and she and Austin were 
the first family to live 
there since the original 
family moved out.

“We moved there 
in 2015, so it had been 
through lots of  genera-
tions of  the same family 
before us,” she said. 
“Then we found out that 
the original patriarch of  
the family was the guitar 
player for The Chatham 
Rabbits String Band 
in the 1920s, and that’s 
how we knew we had 
to be Chatham Rabbits 
because we were living in 
that house.”

Sarah views Austin 
and herself  as a kind 

of  second generation of  
Chatham Rabbits.

Besides a few early 
playdates, the upcoming 
summer tour marks the 
first major Chatham 
Rabbits outing since the 
pandemic started, and 
Sarah is enjoying a taste 
of  freedom — freedom 
that includes a big move.

The McCombies are 
selling the little 11-acre 
farm in Siler City they 
purchased after their 
year on the road. They 
are moving to Guilford 
County, where they’ll be 
the latest in a long line of  
Sarah’s ancestors to own 
and nurture the 62 acres 
that have been in her 
family since 1753.

“We had a chance to 
buy the family farm and 
decided it was a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, so 
we went for it,” she said. 

As a bonus, there will 
be plenty of  room for 
the McCombie critters 
to roam, including Ruby, 

a hound dog who loves 
to howl to the sounds of  
Sarah’s banjo picking, 
and Biscuit, their cat. 
They’ll also move their 
three horses, a small 
herd of  cows, and a flock 
of  chickens, a feat that 
Sarah guarantees will be 
an adventure.

“One of  my good 
friends has a horse trail-
er and I’ve already told 
her on moving day we’re 
going to be making lots 
of  trips,” Sarah joked. 
“Plus, the cows have 
never been on a trailer 
before, so it’s going to be 
a whole situation. I want 
PBS to come out and film 
it because I know it will 
make great television.”

The move to the 
Guilford County farm 
is bittersweet for Sarah 
and Austin. Even though 
they’ll only be a county 
or so away, they will 
never be far from home 
— and they’ll always be 
Chatham Rabbits.  

Chatham Rabbits album launch: 
how to attend

If you are looking for tickets to the June 
3 launch of Chatham Rabbits’ new album 
“If You See Me Riding By,” visit www.
chathamrabbits.com.

The performance is at the Haw River 
Ballroom in Saxapahaw. Doors open at 7 
p.m., and the showtime’s at 8. Ticket price 
is $28.

Visit the Chatham Rabbits website for 
other tour dates, merchandise and access 
to their Patreon site.

Their show, “On the Road with Chatham 
Rabbits,” airs on Thursday nights at 8 p.m. 
on PBS-North Carolina and streams on the 
station’s website www.pbsnc.org.

Courtesy of PBS North Carolina

Chatham Rabbits members Austin and Sarah McCombie.

Courtesy of PBS North Carolina

Chatham Rabbits members Sarah and Austin McCombie pose in a 
promotional photo for PBS North Carolina’s ‘On the Road with Chatham 
Rabbits’ limited series.
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assessment applies to the Rev. 
Ray Gooch, who came to Cha-
tham County in June of  1982 
to serve two Methodist church-
es: Pleasant Hill and Browns 
Chapel. Now, after almost 40 
years in that role, Gooch has 
reached the Methodist clergy’s 
mandatory retirement age and 
is moving on.

He’s going back to his 
childhood home, the little 
community of  Wilson, about a 
dozen miles south of  Oxford in 
Granville County. He officially 
retires June 30. 

“I inherited the home place 
from my parents,” he said. 
“My sister (Darnelle Averre) is 
there on the other side of  the 
garden.”

Gooch, who has good-na-
turedly been called the “Pope 
of  Chatham County” because 
of  the length and depth of  his 
ministry, came to the local 
scene from Roper, in Washing-
ton County, after serving three 
churches on the Albemarle 
Charge in northeastern North 
Carolina for seven years.

“I have been wonderfully 
blessed by the people of  Cha-
tham County,” he said, “and 
have enjoyed the connection 
with the people and churches 
here.” 

Gooch’s feelings for the pas-
torate began at an early age. 

“I remember in the 5th grade 
our teacher asked what we 
wanted to be when we grew 
up,” he said. “I heard someone 
say, ‘I want to be a preacher 
like Mr. McRae.’ I turned 
around to see who said that, 
and it was me.”

When he arrived in Chatham 
County, he discovered the two 
churches had much in com-
mon but were also different. 

“Both Pleasant Hill and 
Browns Chapel are small 
rural parishes where there 
are lots of  family relations,” 
Gooch said. “Browns Chapel 
has grown more because more 
folks are moving into that area, 
Briar Chapel, for instance, but 
Pleasant Hill is also a solid 
stable community. One of  its 
biggest challenges was recov-
ering from the fire that did so 
much damage in the early ‘90s.

“When I came, lots of  folks 
were still farming,” he added. 
“That’s been a big change. Now 

there aren’t so many. Some 
folks still have cows, but they 
have other jobs, as well.”

During his local career, 
Gooch became known for a 
number of  talents and minis-
tries. He started piano lessons 
in the 4th grade, now often 
singing at church services, ac-
companying himself. He’s also 
known for his cakes — caramel 
and fresh coconut are special-
ties — as well as pies, including 
fried apple. 

“I started cooking as a 
boy,” he said. “Mom worked 
second shift at a hospital and 
would put bread dough in the 
refrigerator. When I got home 
I’d bake it. Daddy said a meal 
wasn’t complete without a 
piece of  bread for pushing your 
food around the plate.”

That kitchen familiarity 
served him well with the two 
congregations through the 
years. 

“At Browns Chapel, we did 

Brunswick stew and barbecue 
and built a fellowship hall,” he 
said. “We also had a connection 
with Auburn Tripp to provide 
food when he was an auctioneer 
because he didn’t want people 
to leave the auction. At Pleasant 
Hill, we did chicken stew sup-
pers, starting out in different 
homes with church members 
taking shifts. We built a fellow-
ship hall from that.”

In a time when many pastors 
might be narrowly focused, 
Gooch had a strong interest in 
people at different ends of  the 
spectrum. One is youth. 

“There have been good youth 
programs at both churches,” 
he said, “with times when 
there would be many youth; 
other times not, but youth min-
istry has been a primary thing 
with total support from both 
churches.”

At the same time, Gooch 
has had a busy ministry with 
senior adults, both in nurs-

ing homes, care facilities and 
homes. 

“The seed for that was a 
course in divinity school on 
ministry for people in institu-
tional settings,” he said. “I did 
an internship at the Murdoch 
Center in Butner and then one 
at the Western North Carolina 
Center in Morganton. It was 
a ministry for people often 
overlooked.”

In his first place of  service 
in Roper, he was asked to 
chair the board of  the Roa-
noke Development Center 
— “which I’m glad to say is 
still there,” he said. Coming 
to Chatham, he was invited to 
serve as a Hospice volunteer 
chaplain, including at the 
Laurels of  Chatham when it 
first opened.  From that came 
opportunities to lead worship 
services and “to meet families 
in their homes I would likely 
never have met.” In time, those 
relationships would provide an 
opportunity to serve fami-
lies through memorials and 
funerals.

Charles Lutterloh, a member 
of  Browns Chapel, seconds 
that. 

“Ray does a great job with 
the youth, but also working 
with the elderly and not just 
the people at Pleasant Hill and 
Browns Chapel,” Lutterloh 
said. “He’s dedicated to the 
people of  Chatham County and 
visits anybody and everybody 
regularly.”

Through the years, it was 
almost a custom for Method-
ist pastors to be reassigned 
annually, often with four years 
at the same location considered 
a lengthy stay. 

“Early on, someone told me 
it would take four years just 
to get to know folks,” Gooch 
said. “I thought, you know I 
don’t believe I’m that slow. I’ve 
learned some families let you 
be their pastor from day one 
and take you into their confi-
dence while others watch you 
for a while to build up a level of  
trust, although some never do, 
of  course. I know there were 
times when some folks didn’t 
care for me and wanted me 
to leave but often something 
would come along and we’d 
build a relationship.”

There were occasions when 
it seemed he might be moved to 
another location. 

“I remember once when 
word got out the district su-

perintendent [DS] was going to 
move me,” he recalled. “At that 
particular moment, I didn’t 
think it was the right time for 
the churches, or for me, but 
the DS was going to anyway. 
So, I went to the bishop and 
talked with him. He told me to 
go home, do my work and not 
worry about it. The next day, 
the DS came to my house and 
was not happy. He told me he 
would move me the next year, 
but that didn’t happen, either.”

William Mitchell, a member 
of  Pleasant Hill, sees his pastor 
as one who not only talks of  
ministry but does it, as well. 

“What do you say, truth be 
told about a man who talks 
the talk and walks the walk?” 
he said. “Ray puts the ‘is’ in 
‘Christian’ and exudes it daily. 
But he also challenges us to 
strive to be what we should 
be in our worship of  the Lord. 
Whether it’s countless hours of  
visiting, taking youth to cities 
and towns they may never 
have had the opportunity to 
go, organizing fundraisers for 
needs after tragedies or feeding 
the masses, Ray is the ‘Leather-
man’ multi-tool of  a minister.”

Now that his Chatham Coun-
ty service is nearing its end, 
the time is a bit bittersweet. 

“I just think it’s all been a 
good fit,” Gooch said. 

“He’s just been such an 
inspiration to so many people, 
such a talented fellow from his 
preaching to his biscuits,” Lut-
terloh added. “And, you know, 
I’ve never heard the same 
sermon twice. He’s a gifted sto-
ryteller, and that’s one reason 
he’s such a good preacher; he 
relates the Bible to life.”

Gooch sees a bit of  irony and 
humor in his first place of  ser-
vice and 40 years in Chatham. 

“The thing is when I left 
Roper after seven years, I was 
depressed,” he said. “I didn’t 
really want to start over, and 
I promised myself  I’d not stay 
seven years at any other place.

“Instead, it’s been more 
like six times seven. It’s been 
good.”

As a way to thank Gooch for 
his service, members of  the 
two churches are sponsoring 
a retirement reception from 2 
until 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 
4, at the Chatham County 
Agricultural and Conference 
Center on U.S. Hwy. 64, just 
west of  Pittsboro. The public is 
invited.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Ray Gooch, who some call the ‘Pope of Chatham County,’ is 
retiring after a four-decade career pastoring the Methodist 
congregations of Pleasant Hill — shown here — and Browns 
Chapel in Pittsboro.

PASTOR
Continued from page A1
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CORA’s summer feeding program hopes to 
grow amid rising needs

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Whether 
through produce boxes or 
market-style shopping, CORA’s 
SNACK! program is helping to 
feed food-insecure children and 
families in Chatham County. 

The summer grocery program 
fed more than 1,100 families last 
year and looks to increase that 
number this year as the local 
need continues to rise.

Summer Nutritional Assis-
tance for Chatham Kids — or 
SNACK! — distributes free 
groceries to children and their 
families at sites across Cha-
tham County from mid-June 
to mid-August. The program 
provides enough food for 21 
meals and additional snacks 
each week for every child en-
rolled in the program. The food 
options include produce, milk 
and foods with long shelf  lives. 

“Summer is often the hun-
griest time of  year for families 
with children,” said Rebecca 
Hankins, development and 
communications director at 
CORA. “Over 4,600 children in 
our community who rely upon 
free or low-cost meals at school 
may go hungry.”

Hankins said challenges 
like increased unemployment 
and rising inflation have only 
increased the need. According 
to CORA — Chatham Outreach 
Alliance — 50% more people 
used their services this year 
than last year. 

Food insecurity in Chatham 
has continued to rise through-
out the pandemic. The most 
recent figures from 2019 show 
an estimated 7,480 Chathamites 
are food insecure. Hankins said 
she expects the numbers are 
even higher now as the pan-
demic created new economic 
burdens for many families. 

“We thought at the height 
of  the pandemic the needs 
couldn’t get any bigger,” 
Hankins said. “But even as 
case counts have gone down, 
our numbers have not. People 
are really hurting out there.”

She said the increased cost of  
goods has left families strand-
ed, which is why she hopes 
SNACK! can continue to grow. 

The program began in 2009 
and served 177 children; since 
then it has only grown, and 
last year it provided more than 
250,000 meals to families in the 
county. 

According to the Food Bank 

of  Central & Eastern North 
Carolina, at the beginning of  
the pandemic, about 46% of  
children in Chatham Coun-
ty relied on free or reduced 
lunches during the school year. 
Those figures have become a 
bit blurred as Chatham County 
Schools now offers free school 
lunches to all students through 
COVID-relief  funding. 

Hankins said she expects 
increased distribution through 
SNACK! this year because at the 
height of the pandemic several 
organizations had been distrib-
uting meals. However, those 
programs, such as distribution 
through Chatham County 
Schools, are no longer giving out 
meals during the summer. 

“We’re prepared and ready 
to feed as many children as 
needed,” Hankins said.

She said the program has 
been working with CCS to find 
the families in need and ensure 
they are registered for the 
summer program. 

CORA said one issue with 
the increased need is supply 
chain issues. The organization 
normally buys foods with long 
shelf  lives like granola bars or 
canned goods in bulk, but those 
options are no longer available. 

The organization said that 
means more reliance on mone-
tary and food donations.

Hankins said this summer 
marks the most money CORA 
has ever spent on SNACK! due 
to the increased cost of  grocer-
ies and fewer bulk options. 

“We are lucky to have strong 
partnerships and support 
throughout the community,” 
Hankins said. “We’ve been 
very lucky to never turn 
anybody in need away, and we 
never have.”

To cope with the challenges, 
the summer feeding program is 
seeing operational changes this 
year. The program is changing 
management by moving under 
the supervision of  a full-time 
CORA employee instead of  an 
intern. SNACK! will now be run 
by CORA’s pantry manager. 

“Moving this program 
in-house is going to create 
continuity from year to year,” 
Hankins said. “SNACK! is one 
of  our flagship programs, and 
we want to emphasize its im-
portance to ourselves and the 
community.” 

The program plans to use 
its community partnerships to 
help with assembly and distri-
bution. For example, Chatham 

Trades — a nonprofit providing 
vocational and developmental 
services for adults with intellec-
tual and developmental disabil-
ities — is helping CORA pack 
food boxes for summer feeding. 

CORA has 15 distribution 
sites for SNACK!, including 
Pittsboro, Siler City, Goldston, 
Moncure, Chapel Hill and Bear 
Creek. Twelve of  the sites dis-
tribute the pre-packaged boxes 
through curbside pickup based 
on the number of  children in 
the family. The other three 
locations offer market-style 
distribution where families can 
come and choose their foods. 

Registration for SNACK! is 
now available and will continue 
throughout the summer through 
CORA’s website, corafoodpantry.
org, or through paper regis-
tration forms at its locations 
throughout the county. CORA is 
also accepting donations, which 
can be dropped off at 40 Camp 
Drive Monday through Friday 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. For 
more information, contact Rebec-
ca Hankins at rebecca@corafood-
pantry.org or 919-491-5896.     

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@cha-
thamnr.com or @b_rappaport. 

‘PEOPLE ARE REALLY HURTING’

Wren Memorial Library 
announces new events, 

programs
SILER CITY — Wren Memorial Li-

brary in Siler City is excited to announce 
new programs and events for the Cha-
tham County community to enjoy. 

“Over the last few months, the 
library staff has been working hard 
to plan for new programming, and we 
are thrilled to be able to offer these 
ways for community members to get 
involved in their local library,” said 
Tabatha Weaver, Wren Memorial Li-
brary’s branch manager. “It’s also an 
opportunity for us to get to know our 

patrons a little better, and we’re really 
looking forward to that as well.”

Wren Memorial Library  
Game Night

Began Monday, May 23, and contin-
ues on the second and fourth Mondays 
of  each month, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Game Night is for all ages, and it is 
the perfect opportunity for community 
members to enjoy their favorite games 
and make new friends. Whether they 
have a competitive nature or are team 
players, participants can play a variety 
of  games, including Forbidden Island 
and Telestrations.  

Book a Librarian 
Began Wednesday, May 25, and con-

tinues each Wednesday from 2 to 5 p.m. 
It’s by appointment only.

Patrons can schedule a 30-minute 
or one-hour time slot to meet with a 
librarian one-on-one for research, job 
searches, tech help, accessing ebooks, 
etc. This program is offered on site 
at Wren Library and is not provided 
virtually.  

Wren Memorial Library is located 
at 500 North 2nd Ave., Siler City. For 
more information about these events 
and programs at Wren Memorial Li-
brary, individuals may contact wren@

chathamlibraries.org or 919-742-2016. 
Information about all Chatham County 
Library branches can be found at www.
chathamlibraries.org.

Wren Book Club
Begins Friday, May 2,7 and continues 

on the fourth Friday of  each month, 
from 4 to 5 p.m.

Book Club is for adults, 18 and older. 
Participants will read books from every 
genre and can share their book insights 
with others. It is a great way for indi-
viduals to get excited about new books 
and bond with fellow readers.

— CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:

1345 Thompson Street

 

Give us a call at 919-444-2499

www.boweninsurance.com

Bowen Insurance 

Agency 

serves Pittsboro, 

Chapel Hill, Siler City, 

and the surrounding 

communities.

C
all Bowen Insurance Agency today 

for all of your insurance needs!  

We specialize in homeowners, auto, 

and life insurance.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.

Jennifer McLaurin



OBITUARIES

RACHEL JEANETTE 
EZZELL JORDAN

October 13, 1941 ~ May 20, 
2022

Rachel Jeanette Ezzell 
Jordan, 80, of  Siler City passed 
away Friday, May 20, 2022, at 
her home. 

The family will receive 
friends at the family home.

Rachel was the daughter 
of  the late Artis and Clara 
Martindale Ezzell. She was a 
member of  Rocky River Baptist 
Church, and she attended the 
adult Sunday school class, 
served as the church clerk and 
also was a children’s Sunday 
school teacher. In addition to 
her parents, Rachel was pre-
ceded in death by her grand-
son, Brody and sisters, Sylvia 
Edmonds and Holly Ezzell.

Rachel is survived by her 
husband of  62 years, Ronald E. 
Jordan; sons, Mike Jordan and 
Brian Jordan; daughter, Donna 
Bowmer; four grandchildren, 
five great-grandchildren; and 
brothers, Bobby Ezzell and 
Dickie Ezzell. 

Online condolences may be 
made to the family at www.
smithbucknerfh.com.

FRANCIS LLOYD ARTHUR 
BUCKMIRE

November 20, 1934 ~ April 
07, 2022

Francis Lloyd Arthur Buck-
mire, PhD., 87, of  Pittsboro, 
died on Thursday, April 7, 2022. 

Francis was born in Gren-
ville, Grenada, to the late Em-
manuel and Virginia Rouleau 
Buckmire.

A celebration of  life was 
held on Saturday, May 21, 2022 
at 11 a.m., at Knotts Funeral 
Home. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made in Dr. Buckmire’s 
memory to one of  his favorite 
charities: the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of  America or The Car-
ter Center; or, select a charity 
that focuses on education and 
services for at-risk youth.

JAMES DALE ROBINSON
May 21, 1954 ~ May 17, 2022
James Dale Robinson, 67, 

of  Chapel Hill, passed away at 
his home on Tuesday, May 17, 
2022.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Monday, May 23, 2022, 
at Knotts Funeral Home in 
Pittsboro. 

JAMES EDWARD GRIMES
June 6, 1952 ~ May 18, 2022
James Edward Grimes, 69, 

of  Broadway, passed away 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at his 
home.

A chapel service was held 
Wednesday, May 25, 2022, at 
2 p.m. at Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home with Pastor 
John Baker presiding. This 
service will include full 
Masonic honors. The com-
mittal service will take place 
Thursday, May 26, 2022, at 
the State Veterans Cemetery 
in Fort Bragg at 10 a.m. with 
full military rites.

James was the son of  the 
late William Henry and 
Fannie Goins Grimes. He was 
a paralegal assistant, and 
retired from the U.S. Army. He 
was also preceded in death by 
his daughter, Sandra Denise 
Smith.

Surviving relatives include 
his wife, Patrician Morgan 
Grimes of  the home; sons, 
James Edward Grimes Jr. 
of  Broadway, Charles Henry 
Grimes of  Cameron, Robert 
William Grimes of  Broadway; 
daughter, Tammy Lou Grimes; 
and a sister, JoRita Grimes, 
both of  Kentucky; five grand-
children and one great-grand-
child.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

HENRY DONNELL 
‘DONNIE’ COORE

Henry Donnell “Donnie” 
Coore, 69, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Sunday, My 22, 2022, at 
his home. 

Graveside funeral service 
will be conducted at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, May 26, 2022, at 
Holly Springs Baptist Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Doug 
Houston officiating. 

He was the son of  the late 
Henry James and Annie Lois 
McNeill Coore. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
brother, Blanton McNeill and 
his wife, Debra Buchanan 
Coore. 

Surviving are his daughters, 
Michelle Coore and Melissa 
Douglas of  Sanford; brother, 
Lemar McNeill of  Broad-
way; one grandson, and two 
great-granddaughters. 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way.

BENNIE DEAN 
MCDONALD

December 6, 1946 ~ May 16, 
2022

Bennie Dean McDonald, 
75, of  Sanford, passed away 
on Monday, May 16, 2022, at 
High-Smith Rainey Hospital in 
Fayetteville. 

The funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m. Monday, May 
23, 2022, at Moore Union FWB 
Church with burial follow-
ing. 

DAPHNE  
(MCCLINTON) GEE

August 9, 1959 ~ May 12, 2022
Daphne McClinton Gee 

passed away on Thursday, May 
12, 2022, at Meritus Medical 
Center in Hagerstown, Mary-
land.

The funeral was held at 2 
p.m. Sunday, May 22, 2022, at 
Pittsboro Church of  God.

SAMELIA ONETA 
(MILLIKEN) MCIVER

May 3, 1965 ~ May 17, 2022
Samelia Milliken McIver 

passed away Tuesday, May 17, 
2022, at her home in Sanford. 

The funeral service was held 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 22, 2022 
at St. Paul A.M.E. Zion Church 
with burial following in the 
church cemetery.

WILLARD JEROME LEE
June 17, 1949 ~ May 10, 2022
Williard Jerome Lee, 72, 

of  Moncure, passed away on 
Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at UNC 
Health, Southeastern Hospital 
in Lumberton. 

Professional services pro-
vided by Knotts and Son, Siler 
City.

DONALD SELLERS
February 6, 1944 ~ May 4, 

2022
Donald Sellers, 78, of  San-

ford, passed away Wednesday, 
May 4, 2022, at Central Caroli-
na Hospital.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

AGGIE MAE (MCKINNEY) 
BURGESS

November 17, 1937 ~ May 21, 
2022

Aggie Mae Burgess, 84, of  
Pittsboro, passed away Sat-
urday, May 21, 2022, at the 
Laurels of  Chatham.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, May 25, 
2022, at Knotts Funeral Home 
with burial following at the 
Pittsboro Community Cemetery. 

RAYMOND HOWARD 
REAVES

December 7, 1957 ~ May 20, 
2022

Raymond Howard Reaves, 
64, of  Sanford, passed away 
Friday, May 20, 2022, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

KIRBY WILLIAM 
BUCKNER

08-25-1948 ~ 05-19-2022
Kirby “Catfish” William 

Buckner, 73, of  Sanford, 
passed away Thursday, May 
19, 2022, at Central Carolina 
Hospital.

The funeral service will 
be held Thursday, May 26, 
2022, at 2 p.m. at Solid Rock 
Community Church with 
Rev. Brad Marona officiat-
ing. 

Kirby was the son of  the 
late Grady William and Lucy 
Jones Buckner. He retired from 
Perdue Farms. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Kathy Gwyn 
Buckner.  

Survivors include his 
daughters, Angie May 
of  Siler City and Karen 
Buckner of  Sanford; sister, 
Bobbie Kidd of  Ramseur; 
four grandchildren, and one 
great-grandson. 

In lieu of  flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home to 
assist the family with funeral 
expenses.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com. 

JOHNIE LONDON ALSTON
February 6, 1945 ~ May 22, 

2022
Johnie London Alston, 77, of  

Moncure passed away Sunday, 
May 22, 2022, at Wake Med 
Hospital in Cary.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

CARLVESTER 
TOMLINSON

August 18, 1933 ~ May 21, 
2022

Carlvester Tomlinson, 88, 
of  Cameron, passed away 
Saturday, May 21, 2022, at 
Central Carolina Hospital in 
Sanford.

Services entrusted to 
Knotts Funeral Home, San-
ford. 

ROBERT SAMUEL MORROW 
Robert Samuel Morrow, 92, of  Snow Camp, passed away 

quietly in his sleep on May 24, 2022. 
Bob was born on May 14, 1930, and was raised in King-

sport, Tennesse. Education and serving others were import-
ant to Big Bob. After serving four years in the Air Force, 
he received his BA in Industrial Arts from East Tennessee 
State, receiving Driver’s Education qualifications at Lenior 
Rhyne, and a Master’s from N.C. State. During this time 
in November 1954, he married Ruth Virginia Waltz. They 
recently celebrated their 67th anniversary 

Big Bob taught at many schools before moving to Greens-
boro, where he served as the Director of  Vocational Edu-
cation for Guilford County until he retired in 1993. At this 
time he became active in his church, Quakermen, Silk Hope 
Ruritan, Friends Disaster, and the American Legion. He 
used this time as an opportunity to travel to disaster areas 
to rebuild homes and communities, all while keeping up his 
favorite hobby in the garden. In addition to his parents Rob-
ert and Lola Vaughn Morrow, he is preceded in death by his 
daughter, Patricia Lynn Haywood; and grandson, Thomas 
Andrew Haywood. 

He is survived by his wife Ruth; son, Edward Morrow Sr. 
and wife Ellen; grandchildren, Eddie Morrow (Jennifer), 
Emily Morrow, John Haywood (Satina), and Sarah Ball 
(Martin); and eleven great grandchildren.

The family would like to thank the nurses and doctors 
from Liberty Home Care and UNC Hospice of  Pittsboro 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to UNC Hos-
pice, P.O. Box 1077, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

A Celebration of  Life will be held at a later date.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Morrow 

family.
Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-

fh.com.
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Second Avenue, once a major thoroughfare, 
may see major changes

BY BILL HORNER III
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — A major 
street in Siler City may be 
going on a “road diet.”

Second Avenue, once a major 
highway through central 
North Carolina as part of  old 
U.S. Hwy. 421, is the subject of  
a Triangle Area Rural Plan-
ning Organization (TARPO) 
corridor study. The town has 
received a N.C. Dept. of  Trans-
portation grant for the study, 
which will help town officials 
develop what’s described as 
“a new guiding vision” for the 
road’s future — much of  that 
based on community input.

Siler City contributed 10% of  
the roughly $80,000 cost for the 
study.

Widely distributed online 
questionnaires and a series of  
on-site workshops, public and 
focus group meetings, complet-
ed last week, have been a part 
of the project, according to Siler 
City Planning and Community 
Development Director Jack 
Meadows. The project is now in 
the “recommendations” phase; 
a draft report will be presented 
sometime in June. The final 
report will provide options and 
associated costs for alternatives 
for the road based on sugges-
tions from the community.

“It’s community-driven,” 
Meadows said. “Consultants 
are leading the way, but there 
are parameters — these are 
things you wouldn’t want to do, 
here are things you might want 
to do … they’ll steer you in the 
right direction based on the 
best practices of  hundreds of  

studies like this they’ve done 
before.”

Among the considerations: 
Second Avenue has the capac-
ity for 22,000 cars per day, but 
current volume is 7,900 — hence 
the term “road diet,” indicating 
the road was designed for much 
heavier traffic and is a good 
candidate for re-purposing.

Preliminary results so far 
focus on lack of crosswalks on 
Second Avenue — making it dif-
ficult for pedestrians to navigate 
— the need for better lighting, 
a desire by those responding to 

surveys to make Second Avenue 
“feel more like downtown,” 
and the fact that curb cuts and 
intersection design make the 
corridor confusing for drivers 
and unsafe for cyclists. 

Improvement opportuni-
ties include appearance and 
beautification enhancements, 
wayfinding tools and more 
parking.

Second Avenue was chosen 
for the study, Meadows said, 
as a part of a comprehensive 
transportation plan. U.S. Hwy. 
64 has already been studied, and 

because Siler City wasn’t expe-
riencing major transportation 
issues — traffic congestion or 
crashes — the town chose to look 
at Second Avenue because of its 
rich history, as well as its past as 
a heavily trafficked street.

Next steps include cost esti-
mates for alternatives broken 
into phases.

“There’s no implementation 
money now,” Meadows said, 
“but the town and DOT will 
look for opportunities to seek 
funding.”

Those could include grants 

— similar to the grant which 
helped fund Pittsboro’s traffic 
circle work last year — and 
even bond issues.

The engineering firm work-
ing on the project is Stantec, 
which has helped the City of  
Sanford with some of  its down-
town beautification improve-
ments.

For more information, go to 
www.tarpo.org/2ndave.

Bill Horner III can be reached 
at bhorner3@chathamnr.com or 
@billthethird. 

A ROAD DIET IN SILER CITY

Courtesy of TARPO

A screenshot from the Second Avenue project symposium slideshow.
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For Jordan-Matthews students, Big Apple 
trip provides big experiences

BY CHIP PATE
JMArts

NEW YORK CITY — New 
World Stage Four was already 
raucous when it happened. 

As everything was flying 
off the rails for actors in “The 
Murder at Haversham Manor” 
— the play-within-the-play of  
Off-Broadway’s “The Play That 
Goes Wrong” — Jordan-Mat-
thews High School actors 
sitting front row center were 
laughing louder than most. 

And Laci Burt was laughing 
louder than the rest.

It was a fact that didn’t 
escape actor Matt Harrington, 
who was looking at that 
moment for someone just like 
Laci. Standing on stage a few 
feet away, his character slowly 
turned toward Laci and glared 
into her eyes. “What are you 
laughing at?” he screamed in 
anguish. “Shut up!” And with 
that, 350 audience members 
exploded once again. And 
somehow, the J-M actor had 
managed to work her way into 
the drama.

It’s these unexpected mo-
ments that help make the New 
York Arts Adventure so mem-
orable for six to eight student 
artists, who spend five days 
in the city over spring break 
experiencing the pinnacle of  
their arts and learning directly 
from world-class professionals.

But most of  the once-in-a-
lifetime experiences are care-
fully planned.

Like when students sat down 
for lunch at the famed Joe 
Allen restaurant with Jessie 
Austrian, a Broadway actor, 
theater director, NYU instruc-
tor and producer for Fiasco 
Theater (who, by the way, once 
collaborated with Stephen 
Sondheim). The table dis-
cussed pursuing their love of  
the arts in college and beyond, 
especially how to navigate a 
competitive business and oth-
ers’ expectations.

Or when they had another 
long lunch late in the week for 
a wide ranging discussion with 
Washington Post theater critic 
Peter Marks, a journalist who 
holds a Pulitzer Prize as part 
of  a news reporting team and 
often chairs the jury selecting 
finalists for the Pulitzer Prize 
in Drama. That conversation 
began with the students’ 
assessment of  shows they saw 
in New York before shifting 
to how they approached their 
own production of  “Oklaho-
ma!” When Marks casually 
said, “Who knows? Maybe 
someday I’ll review you guys,” 
one of  the J-M artists called 
it “literally a jaw-dropping 
moment.”

And then there was an au-
dience with the queens. After 
Broadway’s hot new musical 
“Six,” the six J-M artists sat 
down with half  of  the six ex-
wives of  King Henry VIII to 
discuss the show and how the 
actors — Andrea Macasaet 
performing as Anne Boleyn, 
Samantha Pauly as Katherine 
Howard and Keirsten Nicole 
Hodgens as Anna of  Cleves 
— navigated their way from 
distant hometowns to the 
Broadway stage.

The trip wasn’t all about per-
forming arts. There was a visit 
to the Museum of  Modern Art 
to encounter masterpieces like 
Vincent van Gogh’s “The Star-
ry Night” and pay tribute to 
Frida Kahlo, pretty much J-M’s 
patron saint of  art. And for a 
different take on art, a hands-
on graffiti workshop with Leaf, 
one of  the city’s famous graffiti 
writers, after students toured 
street art in Brooklyn’s Bush-
wick neighborhood.

All of  the activities are 
selected each year with the 
traveling students, and some-
times they divide into two 
groups to pursue different 
interests. While everyone 
attended “Six” and “The Play 
That Goes Wrong,” smaller 
groups were in the house for 
“Company,” “Moulin Rouge!,” 
“Beetlejuice,” “Hadestown,” 
“Sleep No More” and the New 
York Philharmonic’s Spring 
Gala: “Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ in 
Concert.”

While arts are clearly the fo-
cus for this annual trip offered 
by JMArts, the Jordan-Mat-
thews Arts Foundation, other 
activities allow students to 

experience the city and all it 
offers — from a quiet, poignant 
visit to the 9/11 memorial to 
breathtaking views from 90 sto-
ries over Manhattan at Summit 
One Vanderbilt to exploring 
New York and international 
cuisine at some of  the city’s 
historic and notable restau-
rants.

The five-day adventure has 
captured the imagination of  
nearly everyone, including a 
long line of  adults — including 
parents of  J-M students — who 
propose a trip of  their own. But 
for students from rural Siler 
City and surrounding commu-
nities, it can be a life-changing 
experience. For many, this has 
been their first trip on a plane. 
Their first visit to a major 
world city. Their first encoun-

ter with world-renowned arts. 
So, that changes perspectives.

What makes it all possible is 
generous people. Generous in-
dividual contributors at home 
who donate to significantly 
reduce the cost to families. 
Generous local nonprofits, like 
the Wren Foundation and Gal-
loway Ridge Charitable Fund, 
which provide scholarships 
for families needing financial 
assistance or cover the cost of  
some educational activities. 
And generous professionals in 
the city who take time out of  
some insanely busy schedules 
to share their expertise, insight 
and advice.

Each year, the question is 
whether to offer the New York 
Arts Adventure again. It’s not 
easy to produce; every single 
plan, reservation and purchase 
is made by trip leaders working 
with students to define their 
interests and match those with 
quality work across the city. 
But when an informational 
meeting was held two weeks 
ago to explain the trip to 
prospective travelers and their 
parents, next spring’s trip was 
suddenly full. So, this must be 
doing something right.

NEW YORK ARTS ADVENTURE

WHAT THEY’RE 
SAYING

Reaction from 
students on this 

year’s trip
“When I arrived in New 

York, I felt like I had entered 
a new world with new oppor-
tunities and new sights.” 

— Louis Graham, junior, 
J-M actor

 
“I enjoyed the whole trip 

so much, and when my 
friends and family ask me 
to pick a favorite experience 
... I literally can’t! Seeing 
Broadway shows was so 
eye opening to the world of  
theatre, the food we ate was 
always absolutely amazing, 
Summit One Vanderbilt was 
breathtaking and exploring 
the city was so exciting. I am 
so thankful for the opportu-
nity to go on this trip, it was 
an incredible way to spend 
my spring break!” 

— Emma Wieber, senior, 
J-M musician and actor

 
“After waiting all of  high 

school to go on this trip, it 
was more than what we could 
have hoped for. I absolutely 
loved getting to share a whole 
week of the city with people 
who are just as passionate 
about theater as I am.” — 
Courtney Shackelford, senior, 
J-M musician and actor

 
“Such an awesome 

experience to step inside 
the Queendom!! Thank you 
for showing us how to “Get 
Down,” teaching us when 
“Playtime’s Over,” and mak-
ing us all “Lose Our Heads”!! 
(But in the BEST way!)” 

— Laci Burt, senior, J-M 
actor and musician, via 
Twitter

 
“‘In New York, you can be 

a new (wo)man!’ Five days in 
the city just wasn’t enough. 
The shows, food and sites 
were all too good. I miss 
you, New York. I will forever 
remember that feeling you 
gave me. ‘Till we meet again! 
Thank you JMArts for this 
opportunity.” 

— Laci Burt, senior, J-M 
actor and musician, via 
Instagram

JMArts photo by Laci Burt

A view of the 911 Memorial in 
Lower Manhattan. 

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

J-M students find the giant ‘Six’ Playbill at a special Times 
Square exhibit a few days before seeing the musical.

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

Louis Graham, right, gives graffiti technique a try as Emma 
Wieber watches. After learning about street art during a 
morning tour of the colorful Bushwick neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, acclaimed street artist Leaf taught J-M students 
some basic spray paint techniques and worked with them to 
create two large canvases. 

JMArts photo by Rose Pate

While visiting Summit One Vanderbilt, J-M students have a group photo taken on a section 
of the floor using digital projections to give the sensation of floating in the sky. The three-
floor, 360-degree observation deck that opened in October near Grand Central Terminal 
is more than 90 stories above Midtown Manhattan and has been a huge hit with its floor-
to-ceiling glass windows, a transparent platform that extends from the building over the 
streets below and all kinds of reflective surfaces that create stunning photos. 

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

Washington Post theater critic Peter Marks pauses for a 
photo after a long discussion about theater over lunch 
at the famed Joe Allen restaurant in New York’s Theater 
District. After discussing what J-M students thought about 
shows they saw in the city, conversation turned to J-M’s 
spring production of ‘Oklahoma!’ Students challenged the 
critic and JMArts member to guess which part each one 
performed and, to his credit, he was correct on four of the 
six.  

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

After the final curtain dropped on ‘Six,’ J-M students waited 
until the theater was clear and then went down to the 
Broadway stage, where they spent 40 minutes discussing 
the show with half of the actors portraying the wives of 
King Henry VIII. Keirsten Nicole Hodgens (Anna of Cleves), 
Samantha Pauly (Katherine Howard) and Andrea Macasaet 
(Anne Boleyn) — in the back row, from left — are part of a 
thoughtful and joyful musical that envisions the six wives 
returning live for a one-night concert to determine which 
queen had it worst. The show was nominated earlier this 
month for eight Tony Awards. 



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc 

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 9 
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for 
more information, TDD #1-
800-735-2962, Equal housing 
opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
TV ANTENNA SALE - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 North Third Avenue, Siler 
City. 919-227-6698. D30,tfnc

ESTATE YARD SALE - June 3rd, 
4th, 7a.m. to 5p.m. daily, 1740 
Devils Tramping Ground Rd., 
Bear Creek, 27207 - Walk thru 
home sale!  Some antiques, 
Dressers, Beds, Armoire, Ap-

pliances (Fridge, Range,W/
Dryer,TV) pictures, nic-naks, 
some glassware, clothing, 
vintage 50’s Formica Table 
+ Chairs, Lots of Misc. Items 
-  Habrá venta de bienes del 
3 al 4 de junio, de 7 a.m. a 5 
p.m. cada día. Dirección: 1740 
Devils Tramping Ground Rd. 
Bear Creek 27207. Los artícu-
los se venderán dentro de la 
casa. Habrá varias cómodas 
antiguas, camas, armarios, 
electrodomésticos, refriger-
ador, estufa, secadora, TV, 
fotografías, chucherías, algo 
de cristalería, ropa, además 
de una mesa y sillas de estilo 
“Formica” de los años 50. Un 
montón de artículos diversos.  
My26,Jn2,2tp 

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
CASH PAID FOR JUNK CARS 
and pickups. Call 336-581-3423, 
My12-Jn30,8tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 

years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR 
PART-TIME MAINTENANCE 
CARETAKER – Seeking ma-
ture, reliable person with 
basic plumbing, drywall and 
carpentry knowledge to work 
20 hours/week at The Retreat 
at Pittsboro Apartments, a 
48-unit apartment community 
in Pittsboro. Duties include 
routine maintenance, pre-
paring vacant units, cleaning 
common areas, etc. Ideal can-
didate will be well-organized, 
pro-active, knowledgeable in 
troubleshooting maintenance 
needs and coordinating con-
tractor services. Skilled trade 
replacements and extensive 
repairs are made by third party 
service contractors. Must have 
reliable transportation and 
provide your own hand tools. 
Must be on-call for after-hours 
emergencies. Credit and crim-
inal checks required. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please 
send resume/ letter of interest 
to kstevens@partnershippm.
com or Partnership Property 
Management, C/O Kim Ste-
vens, PO Box 26405, Greens-
boro, NC 27404. My19,My26,2tc

FOOD SERVICES STAFF - 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm Monday-Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. O21,tfnc

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

MISCELLANEOUS
All heirs of the Spencer/Har-
vey Taylor family that have an 
interest in this property should 
contact phone # 910.494.0155 
on or before June 4th, 2022, 
to learn more about action 
taking place to move forward 
on bringing the heir property 
to final resolution. Failure to 
respond can jeopardize your 
ability to be a part of the ac-
tion taking place to resolve 
this situation. My5,12,19,26,4tp

 

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 239 
All persons having claims 
against ROGER GRAY GORDON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 5th day of August, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 5th day of May, 2022.
Phyllis Gordon Clark, Executrix
1780 Devils Tramping Ground 
Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207

My5,My12,My19,M26,4tp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 21st 
day of April 2022, as Executor 
of the Estate of GLENN GEOF-
FREY WILLIAMS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
the decedent to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 3rd day of August 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
estate should make immediate 
payment.
This the 5th day of May, 2022
Pauline Williams, Executor of 
the Estate of 
  Glenn Geoffrey Williams 
  1995 N. West Cary Parkway 
Apt. 326
  Morrisville, NC 27560  
    
 
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

My5,My12,My19,My26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 98 
All persons having claims 
against BETTY ALEXANDER, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 5th day of August, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 5th day of May, 2022.
Sharla Alexander, Limited 
Personal Representative
  5624 Samter Ct.
  Tampa, Fl 33611
c/o Eunoia Law Firm 
P.O. Box 42 
Holly Springs, NC 27540
Tel: 919-925-3320, ext. 8616, 

My5,My12,My19,M26,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations holding claims 
against GARY ALAN SPIRDUSO, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 

NC are notified to exhibit 
same to the undersigned on or 
before August 8, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery.  Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This 4nd day of May, 2022.  
Craig D. Spirduso, Executor 
c/o Clarity Legal Group 
PO Box 2207 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515

My5,My12,My19,My26,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations holding claims 
against WEBB NASH MORRI-
SON, deceased, of Chatham 
County, NC are notified to ex-
hibit same to the undersigned 
on or before August 8, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery.  Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This 4nd day of May, 2022.  
Victoria Hassink, Executor
C/o Clarity Legal Group
 PO Box 2207
Chapel Hill, NC 27515.

My5,My12,My19,My26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 195 
All persons having claims 
against CHARLES RICHARD 
KUHN, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 5th day of August, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 5th day of May, 2022.
William Louis Rubin, 
Administrator, CTA
1903 Glendale Ave
Durham, NC 27701 

My5,My12,My19,M26,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Joanna David Jovanovich, 
having qualified as the 
Administrator of the Estate 
of CLIFFORD BAYNES DAVID, 
Deceased, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Cha-
tham County on April 28, 2022, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative 
on or before August 3, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 3rd day of May 2022. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. Van-
deveer, 101 Conner Drive, Suite 
402, Chapel Hill, NC, 27514.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
101 Conner Drive, Suite 402, 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27514
My5,My12,My19,M26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 203 
All persons having claims 
against EARL DAVID DOWD, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 12th day of May, 2022.
Kimba Dowd Hockenberry, 
Co-Executor
1033 Alston Bridge Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

Kathy Lorraine Dowd, Co-Ex-
ecutor
510 Easy Street
Pittsboro, NC 27312

My12,My19,M26,Jn2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 265 
All persons having claims 
against MARY LATHAM SUESS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 12th day of May, 2022.
Allen Suess, Administrator
210 Holly Ridge Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

My12,My19,M26,Jn2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 257 
All persons having claims 
against JOEL A. CASH, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 12th day of May, 2022.
Bart T. Cash, Executor
140 Anterbury Dr
Apex, NC 27502

My12,My19,M26,Jn2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA     
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Execu-
trix of the Estate of ANN KIRK-
MAN DOWDY late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 11th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.
This the 9th day of May, 2022.
Jenny Oldham Williams, Exec-
utrix of 
  The Estate of Ann Kirkman 
Dowdy
  Reno Sharps Store Road
  Bear Creek, North Carolina  
27207
Moody, Williams, Atwater & 
Lee
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312 
(919) 542-5605

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

Public Live Auction
Saturday, May 28th @ 10 am 2022

In the field under tents behind First Line Plumbing 
& Supplies whose address is 

7043 US Hwy 220 South Alternate, Asheboro NC. 
Items collected by the late Charles Oren Allen.

Selling 5 Semi Van Storage Trailers (FULL) that have stored 
of Antiques, Primitives & Tools for over 20 years! Highlights 

Incl: Oak Store (Deemer)Stacking Display Cabinet, Oak 
Stacking Lawyers Bookcase, Early Pine Railroad Slant Lift 
Top Desk, Early Dovetailed Blanket Chest & Old Machinist 

Tool Chests, Baker’s Cupboards w/ Tin Top & Others, 
Primitive Farm Tables & Cabinets, Atari Video Machine, 

Butcher Block, Jail House Doors from Asheboro Jail, Koken 
Barber Chair, Wood Boxes w/Adv. Tools Incl: Wood Block 

Planes, Lorillard’s Tobacco Cutter, Blacksmith Tools, Rough 
Sawn Lumber, & LOTS MORE!! 

See Pics & Details at www.daandr.com
Also selling the 5 Semi Van Storage Trailers  
(No Titles) Preview Friday, May 27, 12-4pm

Terms: Cash or check with photo ID. 10% Buyers fee & 
sales tax to be collected. All items AS IS. 

Detweiler Auction & Realty, INC 148 Whip-O-Will Rd Ruffin NC 27326
NCAFL# 10015 Ph 336-848-8165

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
Siler School Square Apts. Has 1&2 
bdrm units available NOW Amenities 
include:  playground, fitness center, 
computer room, and much more!  
Affordable housing, must meet income 
requirements. Call (919) 799-7557 for 
more info, $25 dollar application fee 
per adult, Section 8 Welcome Credit & 
criminal background check required. 
Handicap accessible units subject to 
availability. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Professionally managed by Partnership 
Property Management.

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

EOE/M/F/V

PART TIME 
Drivers Wanted

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207
Applications Also Available Online: 
www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com

• Feed Haul, Grain Hopper, Live Haul, 
 and Pallet Haul Drivers
• Local Loads – Home Daily
• 200-300 Miles Per Day (Full Time)
• Late Model Trucks
• Good Driving Record/Clean History Required
• Competitive Pay 

DRIVERS

WANTED

Also Hiring Full Time Drivers.
Come Join Our Team!
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM
22-E-244
All persons having claims 
against DOUGLAS JOHN 
SEDLAK, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022. 
Drew-Anne Carson Sedlak, 
Administrator
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205 
Raleigh, NC 27622

My19,My26,Jn2,Jn9,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 227 
All persons having claims 
against GREGORY ALEXANDER 
HUBBARD, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022.
Alicia Hubbard, Administrator
263 Clover Thatch
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 294
All persons having claims 
against ROBERT EDWARD 
JACKSON JR. , deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022.
Judith Ann Jackson, Executrix
126 Ellis Creek Dr
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 267
All persons having claims 
against JOANNE SROCZYNSKI 
, deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022.
Harold Sroczynski, Executor
1714 Mitchells Chapel Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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MONCURE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL MEETING
The Moncure Fire Department 
will be holding its annual 
meeting on Monday, June 6, 
2022 at Moncure Fire Dept 
Station #8, 2389 Old US 1, 
Moncure, N.C. 27559.  The 
meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and cover the state of 
the Fire Department, financial 
report, and Board of Directors 
elections. If you reside in the 
Moncure Fire District and are 
a taxpayer, you are a member 
and invited to attend.
Jere Julian, Jr. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 274
All persons having claims 
against THOMAS MARTIN JR., 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 

the 19th day of August, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022.
Cornelia Doretha Martin, 
Executrix
198 Chatham Business Drive, 
Apt. 101
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
File No: 22-E-199
ON ESTATE OF: Donna Marie 
Peoples
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
ALL persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
DONNA MARIE PEOPLES, 
deceased are notified to ex-
hibit them to Tiera Sellars, c/o  
Kenneth M. Johnson, P.A. 701 
E. Market Street, Greensboro, 
NC 27401, Administrator for 
decedent’s Estate, on or before 
the 19th day of  August, 2022, 
or be barred from their recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment to the above-named 
Administrator.
This 19th day of May, 2022.
Tiera Sellars, Administrator
  c/o Kenneth M. Johnson
  701 E Market Street
  Greensboro, NC  27401
Kenneth M. Johnson
Attorney at Law
PO Box 21247
Greensboro, NC 27420
(336) 272-8273
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 248
All persons having claims 
against MARVIN W. 
HEDGEPETH aka MARVIN WIL-
LIAM HEDGEPETH, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of May, 2022.
Michelle Hedgepeth-Smith, 
Executrix
1208 Chowan Ave.
Durham, NC 27713
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PUBLIC NOTICE  
The tentative budget meeting 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2022 for The Goldston 
Gulf Sanitary District was 
presented to the Goldston Gulf 
Sanitary District Board on April 
12, 2022 and is available for 
public inspection at the Gold-
ston Gulf Sanitary District, JR 
Moore and Son Store located 
in Gulf and/or the Goldston 
Public Library. A public hearing 
will be held at 6:00pm on June 
7, 2022 at the Goldston Town 
Hall Building in Goldston, NC 
at which time any persons who 
wish to be heard on the budget 
may appear. 
Danny Scott, Treasurer
Board of Directors
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Tatiana Beane, having qual-
ified as the Administrator of 
the Estate of DONALD LEWIS 
BEANE, JR. , Deceased, in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Chatham County on 
May 17, 2022, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the Estate of said 
decedent to present them to 
the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative 
on or before August 24, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 17th day of May 2022. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. Van-
deveer, 101 Conner Drive, Suite 
402, Chapel Hill, NC, 27514.
This Notice is given pursuant 

to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
101 Conner Drive, Suite 402 
Chapel Hill, NC, 27514
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 277
All persons having claims 
against ANNIE KATHERINE 
NETTLES, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 26th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 26th day of May, 2022.
John Norris Nettles, Adminis-
trator
94 Horace Goldston Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE  
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
19 SP 105
Under and by virtue of a Power 
of Sale contained in that cer-
tain Deed of Trust executed by 
Charlie Foxx and Jean Foxx to 
A. Grant Whitney, Trustee(s), 
which was dated October 26, 
2007 and recorded on Novem-
ber 1, 2007 in Book 01368 at 
Page 496, Chatham County 
Registry, North Carolina.
Default having been made of 
the note thereby secured by 
the said Deed of Trust and the 
undersigned, Trustee Services 
of Carolina, LLC, having been 
substituted as Trustee in said 
Deed of Trust, and the holder 
of the note evidencing said de-
fault having directed that the 
Deed of Trust be foreclosed, 
the undersigned Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at 
the courthouse door of the 
county courthouse where the 
property is located, or the 
usual and customary location 
at the county courthouse for 
conducting the sale on June 
8, 2022 at 01:00 PM, and will 
sell to the highest bidder for 
cash the following described 
property situated in Chatham 
County, North Carolina, to wit:
BEGINNING AT THE NORTH 
CORNER OF MANLY MARSH 
PLACE AND RUNNING WEST 
535 FEET TO A STAKE, MANLY 
MARSH’S CORNER; THENCE 
SOUTH 450 FEET TO AN IRON 
STAKE; MANLY MARSH’S COR-
NER; THENCE EAST 650 FEET 
TO AN IRON STAKE; MANLY 
MARSH’S CORNER THENCE 
NORTH 700 FEET TO THE 
BEGINNING AND CONTAINING 
8 ACRES MORE OR LESS AND 
BEING THE SAME LAND CON-
VEYED BY MANLY MARSH AND 
WIFE, BY DEED IN 1903, TO 
MANLY WELDON MARSH AND 
WIFE, NEDIA MARSH.
Save and except any releas-
es, deeds of release or prior 
conveyances of record.
Said property is commonly 
known as 1203 Elmer Moore 
Rd, Siler City, NC 27344.
A certified check only (no 
personal checks) of five 
percent (5%) of the purchase 
price, or Seven Hundred Fifty 
Dollars ($750.00), whichever 
is greater, will be required at 
the time of the sale.  Following 
the expiration of the statu-
tory upset bid period, all the 
remaining amounts are imme-
diately due and owing.  THIRD 
PARTY PURCHASERS MUST 
PAY THE EXCISE TAX AND THE 
RECORDING COSTS FOR THEIR 
DEED.

Said property to be offered 
pursuant to this Notice of 
Sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance “AS 
IS WHERE IS.”  There are no 
representations of warranty 
relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at, or relating 
to the property being offered 
for sale.  This sale is made 
subject to all prior liens, 
unpaid taxes, any unpaid land 
transfer taxes, special assess-
ments, easements, rights of 
way, deeds of release, and any 
other encumbrances or excep-
tions of record.  To the best of 
the knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the current 
owner(s) of the property is/are 
Jean Louis Foxx.
An Order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to G.S. 45-21.29 in 
favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county 
in which the property is sold.  
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 1, 
2007, may, after receiving the 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice of termination 
to the landlord, to be effective 
on a date stated in the notice 
that is at least 10 days, but no 
more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the no-
tice of sale, provided that the 
mortgagor has not cured the 
default at the time the tenant 
provides the notice of termina-
tion [NCGS § 45-21.16A(b)(2)]. 
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.
If the trustee is unable to con-
vey title to this property for 
any reason, the sole remedy of 
the purchaser is the return of 
the deposit.  Reasons of such 
inability to convey include, but 
are not limited to, the filing of 
a bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of 
the trustee.  If the validity of 
the sale is challenged by any 
party, the trustee, in their sole 
discretion, if they believe the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit.  The purchaser 
will have no further remedy.
Trustee Services of Carolina, 
LLC
Substitute Trustee
Brock & Scott, PLLC
Attorneys for Trustee Services 
of Carolina, LLC
5431 Oleander Drive Suite 200
Wilmington, NC 28403
PHONE: (910) 392-4988
FAX: (910) 392-8587
File No.: 19-08468-FC01
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 155
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM ROBERT 
MEEHAN II, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 26th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 26th day of May, 2022.
Thomas Gene Fowler, Jr., 
Executor 
462 Hollyglen Rd, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 13, 2022 at 7:00 
PM via Zoom and at Chatham 
County Agriculture Center to 
consider the following items:
1. REZ-2022-01, Proposed 
Rezoning: Applicant Brandon 
Moore with The Site Group, 
and property owner Veologica 
LLC c/o Randy Voller are re-
questing a Conditional Rezon-
ing from R-12 (Medium Density 
Residential) to OI-CZ (Office 
and Institutional Conditional 
Zoning). The proposed uses for 
the property include Dwelling, 
Multifamily; Dwelling, Single 
Family Detached; Government 
Services, Administrative; 
Office, Medical/Dental; Broad-
cast Studio; Parking Deck or 
Lot (as a principal use); Office 
Building; Farmer’s Market; Bed 
and Breakfast – 1. The proper-
ty to be rezoned is comprised 
of one parcel (79930), located 
within the Pittsboro municipal 
limits, at 102 Park Dr, along 
US 15-501 N (Hillsboro St). The 
parcel is owned by Veologica 
LLC c/o Randy Voller and is ap-
proximately 3.79 acres in size.
2. REZ-2022-02, Proposed 
Rezoning: Applicant and prop-
erty owner AF Bynum LLC and 
applicant Greenhawk Devel-
opment, and are requesting a 
Conditional Rezoning from RA 
and M-2 (Residential Agricul-
ture and Heavy Industrial) to 
R10-CZ, C-2-CZ, MR-CZ, and 
M-1-CZ (High Density Resi-
dential [10,000 SF] Conditional 
Zoning, Highway Commercial 
Conditional Zoning, Multi-Fam-
ily Residential Conditional Zon-
ing, and Light Industrial Con-
ditional Zoning). The proposed 
uses for the properties include 
single-family, detached 
(within the proposed R10-CZ); 
veterinary clinic/hospital; day 
care center; government ser-
vices, administrative; office, 
medical/dental; office park, 
medical/dental; restaurant; 
specialty food service; office 
building; convenience store; 
retail sale; service establish-
ment; service establishment, 
personal; shopping center; car 
wash/detailing; research lab-
oratory; microbrewery (within 
the proposed C-2-CZ zoning); 
single-family, detached; town-
house (within the proposed 
MR-CZ zoning); veterinary 
clinic/hospital; specialty food 
service; restaurant; retail sale; 

service establishment; service 
establishment, personal; 
industrial park; research 
laboratory; warehousing & 
distribution; distillery; winery; 
microbrewery; manufacturing, 
light (within the proposed 
M-1-CZ zoning). The properties 
to be rezoned are comprised 
of three parcels (7461, 7462, 
and 62851), within the Town 
of Pittsboro Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction (parcel 7462 is 
contiguous to City Limits), at 
Mt. Zion Road and Moncure 
Pittsboro Road. The parcels 
are owned by AF Bynum LLC 
and is approximately 139.672 
acres in size. 
3. ZTA-2022-04, Proposed Text 
Amendments to the Town of 
Pittsboro Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO). 
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
MAY BE MADE FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, on the Planning 
Department page under 
“Current Planning” at https://
nc-pittsboro.civicplus.com/, 
and are available for inspec-
tion through e-mail. Please 
give reasonable notice to the 
Pittsboro Planning Department 
at (919) 533-5480 if accommo-
dations for individuals with 
disabilities or impairments are 
required.
The meeting will be held 
via Zoom, a teleconference 
software, and in person. 
Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website at 
www.pittsboronc.gov. Please 
sign up with the Town Clerk, 
Jenifer Johnson by 4:00 p.m. 
on June 13, 2022 if you wish 
to participate. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 
Manager, Chris Kennedy, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
or via email at ckennedy@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
June 13, 2022
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ENGINEERING REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS
STATE REVOLVING FUND 
PROJECT
Town of Siler City
Water Pressure Improvement 

GET THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND WITH

NO ANNUAL CONTRACT

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER
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855.548.9839
IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer

• No annual contract required, No hidden fees
• The best of Live TV & On Demand on all your favorite screens
• Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smart phones and other connected devices*

*Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 
concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/20streams for details.

DIRECTV STREAM requires high-speed Internet. Minimum internet speed of 8 Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. †DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Compatible device req’d. Residential 
U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the 
remaining monthly period. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. Returning customers who disconnected service within previous 12 months 
are not eligible for a refund. DIRECTV STREAM: Device for well qualified customers $5/mo. each for 24/mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; otherwise $120 each. Applicable taxes due at sale. Non-qualified customers must purchase devices up front. Purchased devices 
may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at directv.com/legal/directv-stream-cancellation-policy/ for more details. Regional Sports & Local Channels:
Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming 
subject to blackout restrictions. Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to change & may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream for details. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

$84 99
MO.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE
90+ Live TV Channels

+tax

†

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Remember the Outdoor NC Leave 
No Trace Principles when you visit.

Plan Ahead and Prepare

Stick to Trails and Overnight Right

Trash Your Trash

Leave It As You Find It

Be Careful With Fire

Keep Wildlife Wild

Share Our Trails

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Auction, Waterfront 
Home in Sanford, NC on 
1.85+/-Acres, Begins Closing 
6/7 at 5pm, 2116 Lakeland 
Dr., Sanford, NC, Lee County, 
i r o n h o r s e a u c t i o n . c o m , 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom 
simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost 
to your family. Call 1-833-658-
8691 today!

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed 
to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not 
necessary. Call for a FREE 
trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-425-1126 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/nc

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Statewide Classified
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Project 
May 20, 2022
The Town of Siler City as part 
of its submittal for a State 
Revolving Fund is soliciting re-
quests for qualifications (RFQ) 
for professional engineering 
services to prepare; 1) a 
preliminary engineering report 
(PER), 2) an Environmental As-
sessment, 3) engineering de-
sign and bid package services 
and construction inspection 
services. 
The project scope would 
consist of the construction of 
a small booster pump station 
to increase the pressure in the 
Tanglewood St. area. Con-
nected to this booster pump 
station will be approximately 
2,170 LF of 2”, 2,480 LF of 3”, 
and 1,010 LF of 4” PVC water 
lines to serve the 65 houses 
that are experiencing low 
pressure in the upper portion 
of the pressure zone. The 
larger diameter mains will 
remain in service to connect 
the water tank to homes in the 
lower section of the pressure 
zone and provide fire flows. 
The tank in this area does not 
provide sufficient pressure to 
the affected houses due to the 
hydraulic grade. The proposed 
project will effectively create a 
new pressure zone to prevent 
over pressuring water mains in 
the lower section of the zone 
and provide adequate pressure 
to the higher elevation area.
Scope of Work: Engineering 
services shall include, but are 
not limited to, standard tasks 
necessary for the imple-
mentation of the project in 
conformance with the State 
Revolving Fund Program:
1. Prepare a Preliminary Engi-
neering Report (PER) outlining 
the scope of the project.
2.  Preparing the final Design 
and Construction bid package 
in conformance with applica-
ble regulations and require-
ments;
1. Supervising the bid adver-
tising, tabulation, and award 
process, including preparing 
the advertisements for bid 

solicitations, conducting 
pre-bid meeting, conducting 
bid opening, and issuing the 
notice to proceed;
2. Conducting the pre-con-
struction conference;
3. Surveying, field staking, 
on-site supervising of con-
struction work, and preparing 
inspection reports;
4. Reviewing and approving 
all contractor requests for 
payment, change orders, and 
submitting approved requests 
to the governing body;
5. Providing reproducible plan 
drawings to the Town/City/
County upon project comple-
tion;
6. Conducting final inspection 
and testing;
7. Submitting certified “as-
built” drawings to appropriate 
authorities; and
8. Preparing an operation 
and maintenance manual (if 
applicable).
Engineering Firms are to 
submit their qualifications 
to prepare the Engineering 
Report and subsequent design 
and construction services to 
Nancy Hannah, Grants Admin-
istrator, Town of Siler City, 311 
N Second St., PO Box 769, Siler 
City, NC 27344 by 5:00 pm June 
10, 2022.
Submittal Requirements are 
available below.
1. Individual or Firm Infor-
mation: firm’s legal name, 
address, email, and telephone 
number, the principal(s) of the 
firm and their experience and 
qualifications;
2. Experience: The specialized 
experience and technical com-
petence of the staff to be as-
signed to the project with re-
spect to water improvements 
or related work, description 
of firm’s prior experience, 
including any similar projects 
(in particular those funded 
by NC State Revolving Fund 
Program), size of community, 
location, total construction 
cost, and names of local offi-
cials knowledgeable regarding 
the firm’s performance on 
related work. Include at least 

five references within the past 
five years;
3. Firm Capacity and Capabili-
ty: The capacity and capability 
of the firm to perform the 
work in question, including 
specialized services, within 
the period of the grant, the 
past record of performance of 
the firm with respect to such 
factors as control of costs, 
quality of work, and ability to 
meet schedules; description of 
firm’s current work activities, 
capability of carrying out all 
aspects of NC State Revolving 
Fund related activities, and 
firm’s anticipated availability 
during the term of the project;
4. The proposed work plan and 
schedule for activities to be 
performed; and
5. Documentation of compli-
ance with state and federal 
debarment/eligibility require-
ments.
The highest number rep-
resents the most value for 
each column. WEIGHT column: 
1-10 points depending on value 
to the project and level of im-
portance (assigned by rating 
group and must be identical 
on all evaluations), in each 
area, to the particular project. 
RATING column: 1-5 points. In 
this column grant recipients 
rate the firm based on each 
qualification. Multiply the 
rating by the weight for each 
category and enter the total. 
Add all totals to establish final 
score for firm.
Name of Firm:    
Contact Person:        Project 
Description:      
Individual Evaluation:
Evaluation Factors, WEIGHT, 
1-10 x RATING, 1-5 = Total      
6. Individual or Firm Infor-
mation: (firm’s legal name, 
address, email, and telephone 
number, the principal(s) of the 
firm and their experience and 
qualifications;
7. Experience: The specialized 
experience and technical com-
petence of the staff to be as-
signed to the project with re-
spect to water improvements 
or related work, description 

of firm’s prior experience, 
including any similar projects 
(in particular those funded 
by NC State Revolving Fund 
Program), size of community, 
location, total construction 
cost, and names of local offi-
cials knowledgeable regarding 
the firm’s performance on 
related work. Include at least 
five references within the past 
five years; 
8. Firm Capacity and Capabili-
ty: The capacity and capability 
of the firm to perform the work 
in question, including special-
ized services, within the period 
of the grant, the past record 
performance of the firm with 
respect to such factors as con-
trol of costs, quality of work, 
and ability to meet schedules; 
description of firm’s current 
work activities, capability of 
carrying out all aspects of the 
NC Commerce Infrastructure 
Grant Program, and firm’s 
anticipated availability during 
the term of the project;
9. The proposed work plan and 
schedule for activities to be 
performed: and
10. Documentation of compli-
ance with state and federal 
debarment/eligibility require-
ments.
References
Met requirements for sub-
mittal
Name of Reviewer:  
Grant Total:
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TOWN of GOLDSTON PRO-
MOTES FAIR HOUSING         
The Town of Goldston, through 
its Community Development 
Program, has assured the 
North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality that the 
Town will take action in the 
form of educational programs 
to further fair housing oppor-
tunities for its residents. 
In Title VIII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968, as amended, (the 
Fair Housing Law), Congress 
declared a national policy of 
providing fair housing through-
out the United States. This law 

makes discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, family status 
or handicap illegal in connec-
tion with the sale or rental of 
most housing and any vacant 
land offered for residential 
construction or use.
Prohibitions contained in the 
Fair Housing Law apply to the 
following types of housing: 
SINGLE FAMILY housing owned 
by private individuals when:
 a)  A broker or 
other person in the business of 
selling or renting dwellings is 
used and/or;
 b)  Discriminatory 
advertising is used.
 SINGLE FAMILY houses not 
owned by private individuals.
SINGLE FAMILY houses owned 
by a private individual who 
owns more than three such 
houses or who, in any two-year 
period, sells more than one in 
which the individual was not 
the most recent resident  
 MULTIFAMILY dwellings of five 
of more units.
 MULTIFAMILY dwellings 
containing four or fewer units, 
if the owner does not reside in 
one of the units.
Housing discrimination is 
prohibited by the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968 and by the North 
Carolina State Fair Housing 
Act. In an effort to promote 
fair housing and to ensure that 
the rights of housing discrim-
ination victims are protected, 
the Town has adopted the fol-
lowing procedures for receiv-
ing and resolving fair housing 
discrimination complaints:
Any person or persons wishing 
to file a complaint of housing 
discrimination in the Town 
may do so by informing Town 
Clerk and Fair Housing Officer 
Annie King-Gaines, 40 Coral 
Avenue, Goldston, NC 27252; 
PH: (919)898-4343;  TDD:  (711); 
akkgaines@americansouthgc.
com; of the facts and circum-
stances of the alleged discrim-
inatory act or practice. 
Upon receiving a housing 
discrimination complaint, the 
Town shall inform the North 

Carolina Human Relations 
Commission (Commission) 
and the complainant about the 
complaint within 10 calendar 
days of receipt for conciliation 
and resolution. The Town shall 
then assist the Commission 
and the complainant in filing 
an official written housing 
discrimination complaint with 
the Commission, pursuant to 
the State Fair Housing Act and 
Title VIII. The Town shall offer 
its assistance to the Commis-
sion in the investigation and 
conciliation of all housing 
discrimination complaints, 
which are based upon events 
occurring in Goldston, NC. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Town Clerk and Fair Housing 
Officer Annie King-Gaines 
at (919)898-4343 or 40 Coral 
Avenue, Goldston, NC 27252 for 
assistance. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma a pe-
dido. Por favor, comuníquese 
con Secretaria Municipal Annie 
King-Gaines al (919) 898-4343 o 
40 Coral Avenue, Goldston, NC 
272524 para obtener ayuda. 
Jonathan Hensley, Mayor
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 46
All persons having claims 
against VIRGINIA CLARA 
BELANGER, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 26th day of 
August, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 26th day of May, 2022.
Jeffrey L. Belanger, Executor
563 Eastern Ave.
Augusta, Me. 04330
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Elder abuse comes to Chatham’s forefront in May
From the Chatham Council on Aging

The numbers can sometimes be 
staggering.

According to the National Council on 
Aging, up to five million older adults in 
America are abused annually. However, 
the problem is often hidden, with just 
one in 24 cases of  elder abuse being 
reported to authorities. From a finan-
cial perspective, the loss by victims of  
financial abuse is estimated to be at 
least $36.5 billion per year.

The U.S. Department of  Justice and 
its Elder Justice Initiative defines elder 
abuse as “an intentional act or failure 
to act by a caregiver or another person 
in a relationship involving an expec-
tation of  trust that causes or creates a 

risk of  harm to an older adult.”
Elder abuse falls into five different 

categories — psychological abuse, 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, financial 
exploitation and caregiver neglect. The 
Elder Justice Initiative reports that at 
least 10% of  adults aged 60 and older 
will experience some form of  elder 
abuse in a year. Some older adults face 
more than one form of  abuse, ultimate-
ly leading to a reduction in quality of  
life and independence.

Collectively, the Chatham County 
Department of  Social Services, the 
Chatham County Council on Aging and 
the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office 
are among the organizations seeking 
to raise greater awareness about elder 
abuse in its different forms.

“It is imperative that we educate 
ourselves on the signs of  abuse and 
neglect so that we can act according-
ly,” COA Executive Director Ashlyn 
Martin said. “Older adults are a 
vulnerable, at-risk population, and 
many may be unable to speak out for 
themselves. We each have the respon-
sibility of  being an advocate and a 
voice for those in need. Unfortunately, 
abuse and neglect can also be a result 
of  caregiver stress and burnout. If  
you know of  a caregiver who is taking 
care of  their loved one, we encourage 
you to reach out and lend a helping 
hand. Offering to run errands, assist 
with preparing a meal, or even offer 
to sit with the care recipient while the 
caregiver takes a much-needed break 

can go a long way in helping someone 
feel supported.”

During the month of  May, Chatham 
County will observe the period between 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day (May 
8-June 19) as Vulnerable Adult and El-
der Abuse and Exploitation Awareness 
Month. The Chatham County Board 
of  Commissioners approved the action 
during its April 18 meeting.

Any signs of  mistreatment of  an 
older adult should be reported to the 
Chatham County Department of  Social 
Services at 919-542-2759. Per North 
Carolina law, anyone with a reasonable 
suspicion that an adult is being abused, 
neglected or exploited must report 
their concerns to their local Social 
Services department.

Libraries to 
host ‘Oceans of 

Possibilities’ summer 
reading challenge

PITTSBORO — Children 
and teens are invited to partic-
ipate in the Summer Reading 
Challenge: Oceans of  Possi-
bilities at all Chatham County 
Public Libraries branches 
from June 1 through July 31. 
The Summer Reading Chal-
lenge is designed to encour-
age kids to continue reading 
during the summer months, 
and this year’s nautical theme 
is especially exciting.

The Summer Reading 
Challenge, sponsored by 
the Friends of  the Chatham 
Community Library, is open to 
children and teens ages 2-18. 

Readers participate by picking 
up a reading log at their local 
library branch and reading for 
10 hours to earn a free book 
(up to three books per partic-
ipant, while supplies last). All 
participants who read at least 
10 hours will be entered into a 
drawing for a $50 Gift Certifi-
cate to McIntyre’s Books.

Special events will be pre-
sented at Chatham County 
Public Libraries throughout 
the summer, including science 
storytelling with TaleWise, 
The Soap Bubble Circus, and 
Magical Fish Tales with Fish 
the Magish. For a complete list 
of  summer events, check the li-
braries’ online event calendar.

For more information about 
the Summer Reading Chal-
lenge or other youth events 
with Chatham County Public 

Libraries, contact youth.ser-
vices@chathamlibraries.org. 

Chatham’s Social 
Services seeks to 

increase awareness of 
elder abuse

PITTSBORO — The Cha-
tham County Dept. of  Social 
Services invites the communi-
ty to learn about the signs of  
elder abuse and how to prevent 
it on June 9 in Pittsboro. The 
event at Central Carolina 
Community College will focus 
on the most reported form of  
adult mistreatment statewide: 
self-neglect.

The Chatham County Board 
of  Commissioners declared 
the period between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day (May 8 to 

June 19) as Vulnerable Adult 
and Elder Abuse and Exploita-
tion Awareness Month. Elder 
Abuse Awareness Month is 
recognized annually in North 
Carolina, and World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day is recog-
nized on June 16 nationally.  

Navigating through 
COVID-19 has had even 
more of  an impact on one 
of  Chatham County’s most 
vulnerable populations due 
to an increase in isolation 
and loss of  social connections 
and support systems. In 2021, 
the Chatham County Depart-
ment of  Social Services Adult 
Services Unit received an in-
crease of  34% in adult protec-
tive services reports than the 
year prior. 

Event attendees can obtain 
information about the im-

pact of  self-neglect on older 
adults, prevention, as well as 
access to several community 
agencies and resources. Free 
goodie bags will be available 
to all attendees, while sup-
plies last. Agency vendors 
will be set up outdoors near 
the horticulture space on 
CCCC’s Pittsboro campus. For 
more information, individuals 
may contact Janelle Lewis at 
919-642-6946. 

IF YOU’RE GOING
WHAT: Elder Abuse Aware-

ness Community Event
WHEN: 9 a.m. to noon June 9
WHERE: Central Carolina 

Community College (CCCC) at 
764 West Street, Pittsboro

WHO: Chatham County 
Department of  Social Services 
– Adult Services Unit         

— CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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U.S. Senate nominee Cheri Beasley visits 
Chatham County voters

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Former N.C. 
Supreme Court Chief  Justice 
Cheri Beasley made a brief  
stop in Chatham County on 
primary election day last 
Tuesday to speak to support-
ers about her U.S. Senate bid.

A few hours after she left, 
she was declared the race’s 
winner. 

“It’s great to be here with the 
people of  Chatham County,” 
Beasley said. “It’s great to feel 
their enthusiasm and their 
excitement about why this race 
is so important.”

Beasley will face Republi-
can nominee Ted Budd, who 
defeated former North Caroli-
na Governor Pat McCrory in 
a landslide victory last Tues-
day. If  elected in November, 
Beasley would become the first 
Black U.S. Senator in North 
Carolina history. 

Beasley said having more 
diversity in the U.S. Senate was 

important, and she said she 
especially understands this as 
she was the first Black woman 
to be the chief  justice of  the 
N.C. Supreme Court. 

“The first time I ever saw 
an African-American woman 
residing in a courtroom, it was 
then judge Patricia Timmons 
in Cumberland County, and for 
me, it was life changing,” Beas-
ley said. “I know that represen-
tation matters, and diversity is 
very important.”

The former chief  justice at-
tested to the importance of  the 
general election in November, 
as it may determine if  Demo-
crats or Republicans control 
the U.S. House and Senate.

“It’s wonderful that so many 
people are coming down and 
really appreciate the magni-
tude of  this election,” Beas-
ley said. “We’ve got a lot of  
awesome support from a lot 
of  great people who care a lot 
about North Carolina.”

Beasley spoke to voters 
during the Chatham meet 

and greet event, where people 
voiced their concerns to the 
Senate candidate. Some issues 
voters expressed their worries 
ranging from inflation and 
higher costs to health care 
access. 

“We need to protect our Con-
stitutional rights, and we need 
so much more,” Beasley said. 
“We know that so many people 
are working two or three jobs 
to pay the rent because often 
there’s not affordable housing, 
we know that schools need 
the support to make sure that 
children can have the educa-
tion that they need … We need 
a senator who’s not afraid to 
speak out, who will stand cou-
rageously for the people here 
in Chatham County and North 
Carolina.”

An issue many Chatham 
residents have voiced concern 
over is water quality. Pittsboro 
residents have been victim to 
several spills and discharges of  
unregulated chemical com-
pounds — such as 1,4-Dioxane 

and PFAS — into the Haw 
River, Pittsboro’s main source 
of  drinking water. 

Beasley said she wants to 
address water contamination if  
elected to the U.S. Senate, as it 
plagues the entire nation, not 
just North Carolina.

“These issues, frankly, are 
really not partisan,” she said. 
“If  you don’t have clean air or 
clean water, it doesn’t matter 
whether you’re Democrat or 
Republican.”

Monitoring the changing 
weather patterns due to the 
climate crisis and building 
infrastructure for renewable 
energy will also help to bring 
Chatham residents cleaner 
water and air, according to 
Beasley. Staying on top of  what 
Beasley calls “the climate cri-
sis” will help improve econom-
ic development and infrastruc-
ture of  the county, including in 
Chatham County.

“We want to make sure above 
all, those things and what they 
do is helping the impact of  

the climate, but it also brings 
amazingly great paying jobs to 
the area,” Beasley said. 

Beasley said she has the 
right qualifications to be North 
Carolina’s voice on the na-
tional stage. A former public 
defender, a former North Car-
olina Supreme Court justice 
and a mother are just a few of  
the experiences Beasley holds. 
She hopes to add the title U.S. 
Senator to her list of  accom-
plishments and serve the state 
she said she loves. 

“I’ve been tasked with and 
taken an oath to respect the 
rule of  law and the Consti-
tution,” Beasley said. “It’s 
been my honor really to be in 
service, but also to offer myself  
in this way to really continue 
to fight for the people in North 
Carolina to stand for what’s 
right.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Cheri Beasley (second from right) met Chatham County Commissioner 
candidate David Delaney (left), District Attorney candidate Kayley Taber 
and Chatham County Commissioner candidate Katie Kenlan (at right) 
during Beasley’s campaign visit to Chatham County on primary day last 
Tuesday. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

U.S. Senate candidate Cheri Beasley shook hands with a supporter during a 
visit last Tuesday. 

utive Vice President of Preston 
Development Company. She contin-
ues, “When we saw this gorgeous 
land and studied the area growth pat-
terns all those years ago, we took a 
leap of faith that the next major corri-
dor of growth was between Chapel 
Hill and Sanford and began the plan-
ning process when there was little to 
no infrastructure in the area. We are 
exceptionally pleased that Chatham 
Park has played a major role in the 
largest economic development proj-
ect in the state’s history to bring 
7,500 jobs to the area. We are pre-
pared to help house those employees 
in one of the most forward-thinking 
communities in the nation.” 
 
Chatham Park offers its residents a 
balanced, well-rounded lifestyle. More 
than 2,000 acres will be dedicated to 
parks, trails, greenways, and open 
space, the first of which has been 
donated to the town of Pittsboro, 
Knight Farm Community Park, which 
features a splash pad, pavilion with 
picnic tables and restrooms, play-
ground, and dog park.

DISCOVER CHATHAM PARK AT CHATHAMPARK.COM

It’s Happening in Chatham County
Are you ready? Ready for the eco-
nomic boom that is taking place in 
and around Chatham County? A surg-
ing economy and thousands of new 
jobs in the area add to the demand in 
an already hot housing market. 
 
The NC Office of State Budget and 
Management is projecting a popula-
tion increase of nearly 50% in Cha-
tham County from 2010 to 2035. This 
percentage translates into a substan-
tial demand for housing. 

Fortunately, the developers of Cha-
tham Park had the foresight to start 
planning their live, work, play, and 
learn community decades ago to 
accommodate the workforce for 
Chatham Park jobs and the demand 
the market will naturally create with 
the influx of major corporations by 
providing housing for 60,000 resi-
dents at completion. With the recent 
announcements of VinFast, the larg-
est economic development project in 
North Carolina’s history, FedEx, 
Apple, Toyota, Epic Games, Google, 
and Fuji Film to locate facilities within 

35 minutes of Chatham Park, the 
timing couldn’t be better. Currently, 
there are more than 500 lots in vari-
ous stages of development, and 
future homes are being constructed 
as quickly as the builders can source 
materials. 
 
Chatham Park offers a variety of 
housing options for those relocating 
to Chatham County. Single-family 
homes, townhomes, and condomini-
ums are now available with apart-
ments coming soon. In preparation 
for energy-saving trends, all single-fam-
ily homes are ecoSelect® PLUS certi-
fied, and all are pre-wired with elec-
tric vehicle charging stations. Car 
charging stations are also planned in 
public parking lots.
 
Additionally, The Malcolm Bryant Cor-
poration recently broke ground on 
the Hampton Inn & Suites in MOSAIC 
at Chatham Park, the first hotel in 
Chatham County. 
 
“This community is 15 years in the 
making,” said Vanessa Jenkins, Exec-
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Wolves post clean sheets vs. Mustangs, 
Vikings to storm into state quarterfinals

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — As the 
ball glides across each blade 
of  grass, sliding past the 
goalkeeper and colliding with 
the back of  the net, a look of  
elation washes over the faces 
of  the Woods Charter women’s 
soccer team.

Then comes the embrace. 
Lucy Miller grabs her team-

mate Leyla Noronha, hugging 
her with both arms and spin-
ning her around, nearly lifting 
her off of  the ground.

Optics would have you 
believe that Noronha had just 
scored the go-ahead, game-win-
ning goal, lifting the Wolves to 
the third round of  the postsea-
son in electric fashion.

The reality is, that goal gave 
top-seeded Woods Charter a 4-0 
lead in the 49th minute of  its 

second-round 1A playoff game 
against No. 16 North Moore 
last Thursday, a game in which 
the Wolves went on to post a 
clean sheet with a 5-0 victory.

But that’s just how the 
Wolves are.

“I really love playing with 
her, she’s a really great player,” 
Miller said of  Noronha. “We’re 
just really close and we play 
really well together. … When 
we can get our 1-2s off of  each 
other, it’s something special.”

Miller and Noronha have ac-
counted for 3.9 goals per game 
this season and it showed, with 
the duo combining to score 
4 of  the team’s 5 goals in the 
shut-out victory — including 
Noronha’s hat trick, her ninth 
of  the season and fourth game 
in a row accomplishing the 
3-goal feat.

If  you didn’t know any 
better, you’d think the two of  

them had been playing to-
gether for years, but it’s quite 
the contrary. Miller, a junior, 
has played just 18 games in a 
Woods Charter uniform.

Two years ago, she wasn’t 
even in the state, having moved 
to Pittsboro from Pennsylvania 
in the middle of  her sopho-
more year.

Last season, she was a soph-
omore on Northwood’s soccer 
team  — scoring zero goals 
(and taking just two shots) in 
11 games — before transferring 
this season.

This year, she’s second on 
the team in scoring (1.3 goals 
per game).

“She wins so many tackles, 
she uses both feet, she’s got 
great touch, her I.Q. is off the 
charts, she gives us that glue in 
the middle,” Graeme Stewart, 

Murrell caps off career with 2 distance state titles, 
headlines Chatham’s 2022 state meet showing

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff 

GREENSBORO — Before 
last Friday, Chatham County 
had never seen a women’s 
track & field athlete take home 
multiple state titles in a single 
season.

Until now. 
Enter Caroline Murrell.
In the final meet of  her high 

school career, Northwood’s 
senior distance star outran 
Carrboro senior Hannah 
Preisser in the women’s 1,600- 
and 3,200-meter runs to claim 
the state title in both events 
during the NCHSAA 3A Track 
& Field State Championships 
at North Carolina A&T State 
University over the weekend.

She took first place in the 
1,600-meter with a time of  
5:07.44, topping Preisser by a 
little less than four seconds, 
and in the 3,200-meter, her 
time of  11:07.69 was nearly 16 
seconds faster than her Carr-
boro counterpart.

“It feels really good,” Mur-
rell said with a smile after her 
1,600-meter win. “I’ve been 
really grateful to have a pretty 
consistent season and keep 
running strong. … I feel proud 
of  myself.”

It was a performance that, 
frankly, didn’t shock her head 
coach, Cameron Isenhour.

“I expected the 3,200-meter 
state title, obviously,” refer-
ring to Murrell’s champion-
ship in the same event last 
season and her No. 1 seed 
entering Friday’s race. “I also 
expected the 1,600, but I didn’t 
want to jinx it … because 
anybody’s beatable, but when 

you’re racing against Caroline 
Murrell with a state cham-
pionship on the line, you’ve 
got to be at your best because 
she’s going to throw every-
thing at you.”

Murrell was one of  58 
student-athletes from around 
the county that competed at 
states in Greensboro on Friday 
and Saturday, with Chatham 
participants accounting for 
two state titles, three podi-
um placements and 20 top-10 
finishes.

And even if  the participants 
hadn’t brought their own 
heat to the track, the Triad 

area had plenty of  it to go 
around, with both Friday and 
Saturday acting as two of  the 
hottest days of  2022 so far with 
temperatures upwards of  88 
degrees, forcing athletes to 
battle dehydration alongside 
their opponents.

At one point on Saturday, 
the PA announcer delivered 
a message from the on-site 
medical staff that cited a large 
number of  dehydration cases 
among runners, which in-
cluded some who fainted after 
crossing the finish line.

“I’ve just been trying to 
stay out of  the sun as much as 

possible, drinking a lot of  wa-
ter and sitting in the shade,” 
Murrell said. “We have spray 
bottles, so I’ve been spraying 
myself  with water and having 
a cold towel around my neck. 
… I’ve also been making sure 
to hydrate the week leading up 
to this, too.”

This year, Chatham was 
represented by a diverse group 
of  newcomers and veterans, 
some on a mission to improve 
on last year’s performances 
and others simply happy to 
soak in the sights and sounds 
from the state’s biggest stage.

Record-breakers and title-
takers

As Murell lined up for her 
final race in a Northwood 
uniform, she assumed every 
eye in the stadium would be 
focused on her.

And if  they weren’t already, 
they surely were once the PA 
announcer began introducing 
all of  the runners, letting ev-
eryone know that she was the 
state meet record holder for 
the women’s 3,200-meter run. 
She broke the previous state 
record, which had stood since 
2014, with a time of  10:51.83 
in her title run at last year’s 
meet.

With a top seeding and a 
record sporting your name 
comes a massive target on 
your back. And she knew it.

After her win in the 
3,200-meter, she admitted that 
on her way into the stadium, 
she felt the nerves kick in.

“I went in kind of  nervous, 
really jittery and really un-
certain about how today was 

going to turn out,” Murrell 
said. “But just doing well in 
the mile gave me a confidence 
boost. And I was like, ‘I can do 
this. I’m Caroline Murrell. I’ve 
got this.’

“I remember, before I had a 
little breakout, I was always 
looking up to the girls who 
were winning state champi-
onships and I was like, ‘I just 
can’t imagine they’re that 
nervous,’ because they were 
just so fast and looked so 
competitive,” she added. “But 
now that I’m in their shoes, I 
understand. It’s almost harder 
because there’s more people 
watching.”

She paced herself  during the 
first 800 meters or so, hanging 
just behind Preisser, whom 
she had beaten in the 3,200-me-
ter at the 3A Mideast Region-
als a week earlier. (Preisser, 
however, had topped Murrell 
in the 1,600-meter at regionals, 
only to fall to her at states.)

But once they got around 
the first curve in the third lap, 
Murrell began to inch past 
Preisser, slowly increasing her 
pace until she had a clear lead. 
Then, all that was left to do 
was stay the course.

When she finally crossed 
the finish line in first place, 
Murrell appeared to let out a 
sigh of  relief, exhaling all of  
the pressure. 

She’d done it. For the second 
straight season, she was a 
state champion.

The two state title victories 
are major additions to Mur-
rell’s already jaw-dropping 
resume, having won the wom-

‘I FEEL PROUD OF MYSELF’

‘IT’S SOMETHING SPECIAL’

Staff photo by Aidan Myers

Northwood senior distance runner Caroline Murrell strides 
down the track in one of her two state-title-winning races 
at the 2022 NCHSAA 3A Track & Field State Championships 
last Friday in Greensboro. Murrell took first place in both 
the women’s 1,600- and 3,200-meter runs, amounting to 
four state titles in the last 12 months.

See STATE, page B4

I’d much rather be watching hockey
Last weekend, USA Today named the 

Carolina Hurricanes’ fan base the best 
in the NHL.

The reasoning: 
“Hurricanes fans are 
on another level these 
days and it’s showing 
with a good team,” 
wrote Jimmy Hascup 
and Mike Brehm. 
“They are always 
loud, they tailgate 
like they are attend-
ing a college football 

or NFL game and they stick around for 
the Storm Surge after wins. The fans 
fill PNC Arena in what’s considered 
a non-traditional hockey market, and 
that’s why they get our nod.”

And it’s hard to blame them.
In the six playoff games that the 

Canes have played at home so far — 
including Game 7 against the Boston 

Bruins in the opening round — they 
haven’t lost once, posting a 6-0 record 
and outscoring opponents 22-6.

(For reference, when playing outside 
of  Raleigh this post-season, they’re 0-4.)

With stats like that, it’s hard to 
discount the importance of  Carolina’s 
home ice with the amount of  rabid, 
Cup-hungry Caniacs packing out every 
game.

As a New York Rangers fan myself   
— still salty about the incompetent 
showing in the third period of  the 
Game 1 loss, as well as the Canes refus-
ing to sell tickets to fans located outside 
of  N.C. — I have to admit: PNC Arena 
scares me.

And yet, as angry as the Canes have 
made me over the last three games of  
the series, it’s been refreshing to see 
the pure passion that fans in Raleigh 
— and, really, hockey fans in general — 
have shown throughout these playoffs.

That’s one reason why, if  I had to 
choose, I’d rather spend a night watch-
ing Canes-Rangers, Flames-Oilers or 
just about any other NHL playoff series 
over the NBA playoffs this year.

I’ve always disliked the die-hard NHL 
fans who make it a goal to bad-mouth 
the NBA playoffs, as if  it’s a constant 
competition to see which postseason 
reigns supreme.

However, this season, the answer is 
obvious: nothing’s topping the NHL 
playoffs.

In the first round alone, we saw five 
Game 7s with all but one being decided 
by a single goal. (Two of  them, might I 
add, also went into overtime.)

On the NBA front, there have only 
been two Game 7s through the first 
two rounds, both of  which were sec-
ond-round blowout wins — the Celtics 
thrashing the Bucks, 109-81, and the 
Mavericks pumping the Suns, 123-90.

And even in the series that are close, 
such as the Eastern Conference Finals 
between the Celtics and Heat, where 
the series is tied, 2-2, the games them-
selves are blowouts back and forth, 
with three out of  four games being 
decided by 10 points or more.

(That doesn’t even include the West-
ern Conference Finals, which may be 
over by the time you’re reading this 
with the Warriors going for the sweep 
of  the Mavericks on Tuesday night.)

But when it comes to the Staney Cup 
Playoffs, nearly everything has been 
thrilling.

Of  course there’s the occasional 
blowout and series sweep, but hockey 
— with its out-of-control fan bases, un-
predictable results and heart-stopping 
overtimes — has just been better.

That is, as long as the Rangers defeat 
the Canes. If  not, then my loyalty lies 
with the NBA.

VICTOR 
HENSLEY
Sports Editor

See SOCCER, page B2

Staff photo by David Bradley

Woods Charter sophomore Leyla Noronha (8) fights for 
positioning between two North Moore players in the 
Wolves’ 5-0 win over the Mustangs in the second round of 
the NCHSAA 1A state playoffs. Noronha, the Wolves’ leading 
scorer on the year, had a hat trick against the Mustangs, her 
ninth of the season.
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

This week, local spring 
sports wind down with the 
only organized event coming 
on Thursday when the unbeat-
en, top-seeded Woods Charter 
women’s soccer team takes on 
the No. 4 Perquimans Pirates 
in the state quarterfinals. 
Here’s this week’s schedule 
and last week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, May 25
No events scheduled.

Thursday, May 26
Soccer: (1) Woods Charter 

women vs. No. 4 Perquimans (4th 
round of NCHSAA 1A state play-
offs; taking place at WakeMed 
Soccer Park in Cary), 6 p.m.

Friday, May 27
No events scheduled.

Saturday, May 28
No events scheduled.

LAST WEEK

Monday, May 16
Soccer: The No. 12 Chatham 

Charter women fell to the No. 
21 East Columbus Gators, 
3-2, in the first round of  the 
NCHSAA 1A state playoffs. The 
Knights end the year with a 5-7-
2 overall record (4-4 in Central 
Tar Heel 1A conference).

Soccer: The No. 4 Jordan-Mat-
thews women clobbered the No. 
29 James Kenan Tigers, 9-0, in 
just 46 minutes of game time in 
the first round of the NCHSAA 
2A state playoffs. Scoring for the 
Jets in the win were freshman 
Jessica Parroquin Vallejo (4 
goals), sophomore Iris Sibrian 
Zetino (2 goals), junior Maricar-

men Landa (1 goal), sophomore 
Janeyra Guerrero Jaimes (1 
goal) and freshman Citlaly Agul-
lion (1 goal).

Soccer: The No. 22 Seaforth 
women lost a defensive battle 
to the No. 11 South Granville 
Vikings, 2-0, in the first round 
of  the NCHSAA 2A state play-
offs. The Hawks finish their 
inaugural season with an 11-8 
overall record (7-3 in Mid-Caro-
lina 1A/2A conference).

Tuesday, May 17
Baseball: The No. 19 North-

wood men lost to the No. 6 West 
Carteret Patriots, 4-1, in the 
third round of  the NCHSAA 
3A state playoffs. The Chargers 
finish the year with a 19-11 
overall record (6-6 in Central 
3A conference).

Softball: The No. 8  Chatham 
Central women suffered a close 
loss to the No. 1 Bear Grass 
Charter Bears, 5-4, in the third 
round of  the NCHSAA 1A state 
playoffs. The Bears end the sea-
son with a 15-7 overall record 
(9-1 in Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference).

Baseball: The No. 21 Chatham 
Central men earned a dominant 
upset win over the No. 13 Rox-
boro Community Bulldogs, 11-3, 
in the third round of the NCH-
SAA 1A state playoffs. Leading 
the Bears in the win were 
freshman Zane Overman (2-for-
4, 2B, BB, R, 3 RBI), freshman 
Matthew Murchison (2-for-4, 
BB, R, 3 RBI), junior Hasten T. 
Paige (2-for-4, BB, 2 R, RBI) and 
sophomore Anthony Lopossay 
(7.0 IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 0 BB, 7 K).

Wednesday, May 18
No events scheduled.

Thursday, May 19
Soccer:  The No. 1  Woods 

Charter women earned a clean 

sheet over the No. 16 North 
Moore Mustangs, 5-0, in the 
2nd round of  the NCHSAA 1A 
state playoffs. Scoring for the 
Wolves in the win were sopho-
more Leyla Noronha (3 goals), 
junior Lucy Miller (1 goal) and 
junior Chloe Richard (1 goal).

Soccer: The No. 4 Jordan-Mat-
thews women fell to the No. 13 
Raleigh Charter Phoenix, 3-0, in 
the 2nd round of the NCHSAA 
2A state playoffs. The Jets end 
the season with a 13-4-3 overall 
record (10-0 in the Mid-Carolina 
1A/2A conference).

Friday, May 20
Track & Field: The Jor-

dan-Matthews Jets and the 
Seaforth Hawks competed in 
the NCHSAA 2A State Cham-
pionships at North Carolina 
A&T State University in 
Greensboro, where the Hawks 
placed 42nd in the men’s team 
scoring (4 points). Competing 
for the Hawks at states were 
freshman Claire Morgan (11th, 
women’s pole vault, 7-00.00), 
freshman Gabby White (10th, 
women’s long jump, 16-05.00), 
freshman Will Cuicchi (9th, 
men’s 800-meter run, 2:08.82), 
freshman Jack Anstrom (5th, 
men’s 1,600-meter run, 4:36.62; 
DNF, men’s 3,200-meter run), 
sophomore Chris Scanlon (NH, 
men’s pole vault) and freshman 
Nathan Smith (NH, men’s pole 
vault), along with the women’s 
4x800-meter relay team (15th, 
11:52.76). Competing for the Jets 
at states were freshman Rachel 
Woods (10th, women’s 400-meter 
dash, 1:02.61), junior Madelyn 
Eubanks (15th, women’s discus 
throw, 76-01), along with the 
women’s 4x100-meter relay 
(12th, 52.49), women’s 4x400-me-
ter relay (16th, 4:45.93), wom-
en’s 4x800-meter relay (16th, 
12:12.58) and men’s 4x400-meter 

relay teams (13th, 3:42.96).
Track & Field: The North-

wood Chargers competed at the 
NCHSAA 3A State Champion-
ships at North Carolina A&T 
State University in Greens-
boro, where they took 11th in 
the women’s team scoring (21 
points) and 24th in the men’s 
team scoring (9 points). Compet-
ing for the Chargers were senior 
Caroline Murrell (1st, wom-
en’s 1,600-meter run, 5:07.44; 
1st, women’s 3,200-meter run, 
11:07.69), senior Bentley Brooks 
(8th, women’s discus throw, 
95-09), junior Ethan Wilson 
(11th, men’s 110-meter hurdles, 
16.32) and junior Jack Nichol-
son (7th, men’s discus throw, 
131-11), along with the women’s 
4x800-meter relay (13th, 11:07.80), 
men’s 4x400-meter relay (8th, 
3:29.50) and the men’s 4x800-me-
ter relay (3rd, 8:04.54).

Baseball: The No. 21 Chatham 
Central men were shut out by the 
No. 1 Perquimans Pirates, 7-0, in 
the 4th round of the NCHSAA 
1A state playoffs. Earning hits 
for the Bears in the loss were 
freshman Matthew Murchison 
(1-for-3), junior Travis Crissman 
(1-for-3) and senior Nick Jourdan 
(1-for-3). The Bears finish the 
season with a 14-11 overall record 
(5-3 in the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
conference).

Saturday, May 21
Track & Field: The Cha-

tham Central Bears, Chatham 
Charter Knights and Woods 
Charter Wolves competed at the 
NCHSAA 1A State Champion-
ships at North Carolina A&T 
State University in Greensboro, 
where the Knights placed 30th in 
both the women’s team scor-
ing (5 points) and men’s team 
scoring (7 points), while the 
Bears took 37th in the wom-
en’s team rankings (4 points) 

and 47th in the men’s team 
rankings (1 point). Competing 
for the Bears were sophomore 
Samantha Scott (15th, women’s 
1,600-meter run, 6:51.61), junior 
Kailey Green (5th, women’s high 
jump, 4-10.00), senior Carleigh 
Gentry (NH, women’s high 
jump), freshman Mattie Cavi-
ness (14th, women’s shot put, 
26-11.50) and senior Malachi 
Moore (8th, men’s long jump, 
19-11.75), along with the men’s 
4x800-meter relay (16th, 11:16.80) 
and the men’s 4x200-meter relay 
teams (16th, 1:40.11). Competing 
for the Knights were junior 
Tamaya Walden (11th, wom-
en’s 100-meter dash, 13.22; 9th, 
women’s 200-meter dash, 27.17; 
8th, women’s 400-meter dash, 
1:03.25), sophomore Meredith 
Reese (11th, women’s 3,200-me-
ter run, 15:56.59), sophomore 
Ariana Rivera-Roma (14th, wom-
en’s 3,200-meter run, 18:39.17), 
senior Brooke Garner (7th, 
women’s long jump, 15-11.25; 7th, 
women’s triple jump, 32-10.50) 
and senior Brandon McKoy 
(6th, men’s 1,600-meter run,  
4:51.88; 5th, men’s 3,200-meter 
run, 10:42.01). Competing for the 
Wolves at states were freshman 
Isabel Wood (12th, women’s 
100-meter dash, 13.42; 13th, 
women’s 200-meter dash, 28.20), 
sophomore Ellie Poitras (11th, 
women’s 800-meter run, 2:46.59; 
10th, women’s 1,600-meter run, 
6:03.08), freshman Anna Peeler 
(14th, women’s 1,600-meter run, 
6:26.44), junior Collin Thomp-
son (9th, men’s 400-meter dash, 
53.28), freshman Jesse Sikes 
(12th, men’s 800-meter run, 
2:19.22) and senior Peter Ising 
(14th, men’s shot put, 38-09.75).

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

the Wolves’ head coach, 
said of  his junior transfer 
after the win. “She just 
does so many things for 
us. She’s a major addition 
to the team this year. … 
She’s really made us a 
different team.”

Part of  the reason for 
Miller’s spike in goals 
comes from a position 
change, switching from 
a center-back — where 
she played at Northwood 
last season and still plays 
with her travel team — to 
a center-mid, where she’s 
spending more time on 
the offensive.

“It’s definitely differ-
ent … I was a little more 
comfortable here, but 
it’s fun,” Miller said. “I 
feel like I can control the 
game more. I like me and 
Chloe Richard together, 
because we’re also really 
close, so it’s fun to be able 
to play out there with her, 
just in a new position and 
get exposure.”

The Wolves came into 
the game against the 
Mustangs fresh off of  a 
first-round bye, having 
claimed the No. 1 seed in 
the East with an unbeat-
en mark of  15-0-2 on the 
season.

They hadn’t allowed 
more than one goal in a 
game since March 14.

That trend would 
continue into the third 
round, where the Wolves 
handled the visiting 
No. 8 Voyager Academy 
Vikings, 4-0, for another 
clean-sheet victory.

But against North 
Moore and Voyager, there 
was one primary con-
cern: the absence of  their 
usual goalkeeper.

Jana Williams — a se-
nior that has been a brick 
wall in net this season, al-
lowing as many goals (10) 
as she has posted shut 
outs (10) — was off on a 
senior school retreat that 
impacted both games, 
leaving junior Maddie 
Sparrow, usually a mid-
fielder, to play keeper.

“I’ll give a shout out to 
Maddie in goal, that was 
her first full game in goal 
and she did fantastic,” 
Stewart said. “She’s a 
beast. She’d run into a 
truck for you, it’s just 
the way she is. She’s an 

outstanding kid. I didn’t 
want to play in goal when 
I was a kid, but she said, 
‘Sure, if  that’s what we’ll 
need, I’ll do it.’”

While Sparrow didn’t 
have too many chances 
to show off her goalkeep-
ing prowess with the 
Wolves’ defense rarely 
giving their opponents 
a shot on the offensive 
end — the Mustangs and 
Vikings combined for just 
two shots on goal in 160 
minutes — she appeared 
to play well, taking after 
Williams and posting her 
first solo shut out of  the 
year, followed by another.

“I think it’s just the 
confidence, with us 
(believing) in her, that 
plays a big role in it,” 
Richard said. “And she’s 
been playing really well, 
I think that’s definitely 
helping.”

Flipping the switch
While a 5-0 shut out is 

nothing to scoff at, it was 
clear that Woods Charter 
was coming off of  a bye in 
its win over North Moore.

The Wolves weren’t 
the sharpest with the 
ball, knocking a hand-
ful of  shots off of  either 
the crossbar or the post 
while simultaneously 
struggling to pass the 
ball consistently, which 
caught Stewart’s eye 
from the jump.

“One thing we’ve got to 
do better is move the ball, 
that’s what we’ve been 
doing all season,” Stew-

art said. “Whether it’s the 
bumpy field or whatever, 
I’m not sure, but when 
we did it — and we did 
it in spurts — we were a 
different team.”

But what they lacked 
in capitalizing on oppor-
tunities, they made up 
for in heart, hussle and 
physicality.

The Wolves won 
seemingly every battle 
for possession and never 
allowed any real offensive 
opportunities for the Mus-
tangs, mostly preventing 
Sparrow from having to 
make a big save.

“They were very phys-
ical, they came prepared 
and they put their bodies 
on the line,” Stewart said 
of  the Mustangs. “They 
played up against us, 
so we’ve got to respond 
to that, we’ve got to get 
used to that and we’ve got 
to enjoy it. We’ve got to 
enjoy the challenge.”

It took the Wolves a few 
minutes to warm up, but 
once they did, they got on 
a roll.

Despite numerous 
chances in the beginning, 
Miller got the Wolves on 
the board in the 19th min-
ute off of  a heavy-footed 
penalty kick that was 
the result of  a Mustang 
defender bumping into 
Noronha inside of  the 
penalty area.

Suddenly, a switch 
flipped.

Woods Charter opened 
the floodgates with two 
more goals just a minute 

apart, with Noronha la-
sering a shot at the cross-
bar that smacked the 
ground, benefiting from a 
lucky Wolves bounce that 
gave them a 2-0 lead in 
the 21st minute, followed 
by a quick score from 
Richard at the top of  the 
penalty area to extend 
her team’s lead to 3-0 in 
the 22nd minute.

“It can happen both 
ways. Sometimes, the cli-
che is that you can be at 
your weakest defensively 
right after you score, 
but it’s just like a shot of  
adrenaline because the 
hardest thing to do in the 
game is score,” Stewart 
said when explaining the 
team’s sudden shift after 
the opening goal. “We 
worked at all of  those 
chances, and then when 
it went in, it’s just like, 
‘OK, now we’ve got it.’ It 
just gives that little bit of  
relief.”

The Wolves outshot the 
Mustangs, 13-0, in shots 
on goal in the first half, 
which never changed 
after the break as North 
Moore’s offensive woes 
continued.

Noronha scored the 
game’s final two goals 
with her celebratory shot 
from the right side of  the 
keeper to make it 4-0 in 
the 49th minute, followed 
by a rebound shot off of  
a blocked Miller header 
that banged into the back 
of  the net to give the 
Wolves a 5-0 advantage in 
the 62nd minute, leading 

to the clean-sheet win.

Clearing things up
If  there were any 

concerns about the 
Wolves following their 
second-round matchup 
against the Mustangs, 
just about all of  them 
were erased four days 
later in their third-round 
clash with the Vikings.

It was a defensive mas-
terpiece, one that rarely 
saw Voyager possess the 
ball near Woods Char-
ter’s goal, featuring just 
a single shot on goal for a 
Vikings team that could 
hardly make two or three 
passes in a row without a 
Wolves player interfering 
in some way.

Nothing came easy for 
the Vikings — just the 
way the Wolves wanted it.

Throughout all 80 of  
the game’s minutes, it 
seemed like every pass 
had a player in green in 
perfect position to inter-
cept it, every attempted 
shot was altered and 
every Viking was con-
stantly being swarmed by 
Wolves.

“I thought we were 
outstanding today, I think 
from the beginning to the 
end,” Stewart said with a 
smile. “We did dominate 
possession, I think we 
dominated the space and 
I think we really limited 
them to not much at all.”

Offensively, the Wolves 
continued right where 
they left off against the 
Mustangs, consistently 
pounding the goal with 
shots and forcing the 
goalkeeper, freshman 
Claire Schnee, to make 
plays with her hands.

Richard had a hat trick 
in the win, her first of  the 
season.

She started the scoring 
early, rocketing a shot 
from the top of  the penal-
ty area that gave Schenn 
no shot at a save, giving 
the Wolves an early 1-0 
lead.

As was the case in last 
Thursday’s win, Woods 
Charter scored fairly 
quickly after its initial 
goal.

In the 10th minute, 
Richard was awarded 
her second goal after she 
forced a shot from — you 
guessed it — the top of  
the penalty area, which 
collided with Vikings 
freshman Sophia Bur-

nett, who attempted the 
deflection, and ricocheted 
into the net.

Woods Charter carried 
the lead into the halftime 
break, putting them just 
40 minutes away from a 
state quarterfinals berth.

And just four minutes 
into the second half, in 
the game’s 44th minute, 
Miller had the ball fall in 
her lap off of  a deflection 
inside of  the penalty 
area, allowing her to 
swiftly guide it into the 
far left corner of  the net 
for a 3-0 Wolves advan-
tage.

All game long, 
Noronha did everything 
she could to add to the 
Wolves’ goal tally, using 
her footwork to split 
defenders, get herself  
into wide-open situations 
and fire off shots left and 
right, but aside from a 
couple of  nice saves from 
Schnee and one attempt 
that dinged off of  the 
post, she just couldn’t 
make it happen.

It was her first score-
less game of  the season.

Luckily, however, her 
teammates stepped up, 
providing the firepower 
as the Wolves cruised to 
the win, capped off by 
Richard’s third and final 
goal in the 60th minute.

“She’s dynamite,” 
Stewart said of  Noronha, 
“but what I’m really 
pleased with tonight is 
that Leyla hasn’t scored 
and we still won like that. 
What we’ve focused on all 
year is having balanced 
scoring. What we don’t 
want to do is just to be 
one-trick ponies, to be 
one player that everybody 
knows about, they mark 
her, and then you’ve got 
nothing to do.

“If  we’re doing what 
we’re doing, like we did 
tonight, it’s very unpre-
dictable for them,” he 
added, “and it’s much 
more difficult.”

With the win, Woods 
Charter (17-0-2) will take 
on the No. 4 Perquim-
ans Pirates (10-4-2) at 
WakeMed Soccer Park 
in Cary on Thursday in 
the state quarterfinals as 
its quest for an unbeaten 
season rolls on.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.  

SOCCER
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Staff photo by David Bradley

Woods Charter junior Chloe Richard (17) pushes her way down the field, 
past a North Moore defender, in the Wolves’ 5-0 win over the Mustangs 
in the second round of the NCHSAA 1A state playoffs last Thursday. Four 
days later, Richard scored a hat trick in her team’s 4-0 third-round win over 
Voyager Academy.
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Northwood hands out 31 awards during 2nd 
annual Charlie Awards banquet

From Northwood  
High School

PITTSBORO — North-
wood hosted its 2nd 
annual Charlie Awards 
banquet on May 18 at the 

Chatham Agricultural 
Center, where it handed 
out 31 awards, many of  
which were separated by 
sport, along with overall 
awards such as Male and 
Female Athlete of  the 

Year, Play of  the Year and 
Upset of  the Year.

Here’s the full list of  
award winners:

Volleyball Charlie: Ains-
ley Fauth

Cheerleading Charlie: 

Nicole Hamilton
Cross Country Charlie: 

Ella Hennessey and An-
drew Kimbrell

Women’s Golf Charlie: 
Lindsay Vickers

Women’s Tennis Charlie: 
Evelyn Lippers

Men’s Soccer Charlie: Jay 
Callis

Football Charlie: Zach 
Medlin

Men’s Basketball Charlie: 
Seth Lewis

Women’s Basketball 
Charlie: Skylar Adams

Wrestling Charlie: Elijah 
Farrow

Swimming Charlie: 
Lauren Emrich & Lex 
Mansour

Indoor Track Charlie: 
Marco Sanchez & Emma 
Serrano

Women’s Soccer Charlie: 
Katherine Reyes

Women’s Lacrosse Char-
lie: Kendall Laberge

Men’s Lacrosse Charlie: 
Nicholas Feliciano

Track & Field Charlie: 
Caroline Murrell & Jack 
Nicholson

Men’s Golf Charlie: Jacob 
Conklin

Men’s Tennis Charlie: 
Mason Erman

Softball Charlie: Naki 
Ellis

Baseball Charlie: Entire 
2022 Baseball Team

Upset of the Year: Wom-
en’s Lacrosse overtime 
win over Chapel HIll, 
13-12, on April 13

Play of the Year: Drake 
Powell’s slam dunk 
against the Orange Pan-
thers

Breakthrough Female 
Athlete: Emma Serrano

Breakthrough Male Ath-
lete: Kenan Parrish

Female Team of the Year: 
2022 State Champion 
Women’s Basketball Team

Male Team of the Year: 
Men’s Basketball

Female Athlete of the 
Year: Olivia Porter

Male Athlete of the Year: 
Drake Powell 

Athletic Director Charlie: 
Callan Perchinsky

Athletic Director Charlie: 
Jakais Fuller

Athletic Director Charlie: 
Tony Keck

Submitted photo

Northwood junior Kenan Parrish poses with his 
Charlie for Male Breakthrough Athlete of the 
Year during the Charlie Awards banquet on May 
18.

Submitted photo

Northwood senior Emma Serrano 
poses with both of her Charlie 
awards, including one for indoor 
track and another for Female 
Breakthrough Athlete of the Year, 
during the Charlie Awards banquet 
on May 18.

Submitted photo

Northwood senior Olivia Porter (left), named Female Athlete of 
the Year, and sophomore Skylar Adams, who won the Women’s 
Basketball Charlie award, pose with their Charlies during the 
Charlie Awards banquet on May 18.

Submitted photo

Honoring the Champions
The 2021-22 Northwood women’s basketball team poses with a street sign that will be placed along N.C. 15-501 as you enter Pittsboro honoring its state 
title in March. The Chargers were recognized by the Pittsboro Board of Commissioners during its meeting on Monday for winning the 2022 NCHSAA 3A 
Women’s Basketball State Championship, the first team state title in school history. The Chargers’ historic season, which included a 30-1 overall record 
(12-0 in the Central 3A conference), culminated in a 70-42 blowout win over the Enka Jets on March 12 at Reynolds Coliseum in Raleigh to secure the 
state title.

Sponsored by

Congratulations
The Rotary Club of 

Pittsboro is pleased to 
announce the THREE 

recipients of this 
year’s Karen Sbrollini 
Heilman scholarship. 
They are impressive, 

polite, articulate, 
well-rounded, hard 

working students with tremendous aspirations & bright 
futures! We wish Noah Civiletti (NWHS), Carleigh Grace 
Gentry (CCHS), & Aza McFadden (NWHS) all the best at 

UNC Chapel Hill & UNC Charlotte.

INDOOR CAMP

JUNE 20-24

9AM-3PM

Ages 9-15 • $300

919-828-4247
Siler City
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en’s 3,200-meter title last 
June, along with a state 
title in the same event 
during the indoor track 
season in February with 
a 3A meet record time of  
10:46.69. 

For those counting at 
home, that’s four state 
championship medals 
within the last 12 months, 
including two state/clas-
sification records.

But despite her high 
school accomplishments, 
she isn’t letting herself  
get complacent.

In the fall, Murrell 
plans to run cross 
country for N.C. State, 
the defending national 
champions, under Head 
Coach Laurie Henes. 

It’s only fitting that a 
champion join a champi-
onship program.

“(This being my final 
meet) is bittersweet, but 
I definitely feel relieved,” 
Murrell said. “It’s defi-
nitely been a long past 
few years, but it’s great. 
It’s been super exciting, 
super fun and super ful-
filling, but I’m definitely 
ready to be at N.C. State 
and move on to the next 
level.

“I don’t want to be like, 
‘OK, I’ve reached my 
peak,’” she added when 
asked about her satisfac-
tion level. “I just want to 
constantly be hungry for 
more, striving for more.”

Last Friday, North-
wood was responsible for 
all three of  Chatham’s 
podium appearances, 
with its men’s 4x800-me-
ter relay team — consist-
ing of  sophomore Noah 
Nielson, junior Jackson 
Adams, senior Marco 
Sanchez and junior 
Christian Glick — taking 
third place after clocking 
in at 8:04.54.

The team broke a 
school record that stood 
for approximately a 
week, with the same 
squad having broken the 
previous school record at 
regionals on May 13 with 
an 8:14.78 time.

The Chargers’ 4x800 
team took home the state 
title during the indoor 
track season (8:25.61), but 
the addition of  Nielson 
in the lead-off spot was 
Isenhour’s reasoning for 
their historical competi-
tiveness during outdoor 
track, too.

Isenhour said he 
thinks the team of  Niel-
son, Adams, Glick and 
now-freshman Trey Hud-
son will be a near-lock 
to win the state champi-
onship next year as long 
as everything falls as it 
should.

“Next year, we should 
win the indoor state and 
the outdoor state and run 
under eight minutes,” 
Isenhour said, “which 
would be sensational.”

The Chargers also had 
some help at states with a 
few first-time qualifiers, 
including senior Bentley 
Brooks (8th, women’s dis-
cus, 95-09), junior Ethan 
Wilson (11th, men’s 
110-meter hurdles, 16.32) 
and junior Jack Nichol-
son (7th, men’s discus, 
131-11).

Brooks had one of  
the more impressive 
showings, according to 
Isenhour, as she came 
into the women’s discus 
seeded at No. 16 and fin-
ished in eighth, throwing 
over five feet further than 
her seed distance of  90-00.

“She was seeded 16th 
going into the state meet, 
meaning that at all of  the 
regional meets last week-
end, 15 other girls had 
a better day than her,” 
Isenhour said, “but on 
the biggest day, she beat 
eight of  those girls and 
finished eighth, which is 
phenomenal.”

First time for 
everything

Lamont Piggie, head 
coach of  the Jordan-Mat-
thews Jets, still sounded 
surprised about his 
team’s 2022 accomplish-
ments when he spoke 
with the News + Record 
after last Friday’s state 
meet. 

Much of  that pleasant 
shock stems from his ex-
citement in watching the 
growth shown by a few 
athletes that hadn’t taken 
up track & field until this 
season.

Jets freshman Rachel 
Woods, for example, took 
10th in the women’s 2A 
400-meter dash after com-
ing into the meet seeded 
dead last.

That comes a week af-
ter she jumped a person-
al-best 16 feet, 7 inches in 
the long jump at region-
als, nearly a foot longer 
than her previous record. 
It wasn’t enough to quali-
fy for states, but it surely 
caught Piggie’s eye.

“From the first meet 
we had in March to now, 
you just see the growth,” 
Piggie said, “from Rachel, 
from a couple of  our 
other girls, you’ve seen 
times get faster, throws 
get longer and jumps 
get longer. Such a big 
improvement.”

Piggie also called out 
Madelyn Eubanks, a 
junior that, in her first 
season of  track & field, 
qualified for states in the 
women’s discus, finish-
ing 15th with a throw of  
76-01.

“Madelyn, her first 
throw of  the season was 
40 feet in discus, but 
she ended up throwing 
almost 83 (feet) in region-
als,” Piggie said with a 
laugh. “They’ve been 
working hard. That’s 
what we ask, just to work 
hard and always improve 
every meet.”

The Jets sent four 
of  their relay teams to 
regionals — the women’s 
4x100, women’s 4x400, 
women’s 4x800 and men’s 
4x400 — nearly all of  
which improved on their 
seed time, including the 
4x800 team of  sophomore 
Jessica Parroquin, junior 
America Cuanalo, fresh-
man Sophia Kopela and 
senior Jasmine Basilio, 
which improved its time 
by close to 40 seconds 
despite finishing in 16th 
place.

“We improved our time 
by about 40 seconds,” 
Piggie said. “Now we’ve 
just got to try to keep up 
with these other schools.”

Seaforth freshman 
Jack Anstrom has been 
another surprise this 
year, coming onto the 
scene during cross coun-
try — where he finished 
third in the state last fall 
— and staying for track, 
where he’s thrived as a 
distance runner.

Anstrom ran both the 
men’s 1,600- and 3,200-me-
ters, placing fifth in 
the 1,600 with a time of  
4:36.62, over 10 seconds 
better than his seed time.

But with him in third 
place halfway through 
the 3,200-meter run, 
something happened that 
“only happens once every 
1,000 races,” Tommy 
Johnson, the Hawks’ 
head coach, told the News 
+ Record.

While he was round-
ing the final curve of  
the fifth lap, he clipped 
the inside railing along 
the track — a metal bar 
that wraps around the 
entirety of  the infield and 
stands a couple of  inches 
high — which caused him 
to fall by the men’s long 
jumping pit.

With the track’s 
surface as hot as it was — 
Johnson said it measured 
around 140 degrees on 
Friday — and the impact 
of  the fall, Anstrom was 
“scratched up pretty 
good,” said Johnson, with 

a concern that he might 
have injured his hip. He 
didn’t finish the race.

“The race had kind 
of passed him by at that 
point, so he went to the 
finish line and cheered on 
the guys who finished,” 
Johnson said. “He handled 
it really well. I think it 
really speaks to his char-
acter that he didn’t finish 
that race but he went 
up to the finish line and 
congratulated (Andrew 
Johnson) from N.C. School 
of Science and Math that 
ended up winning.”

Anstrom was one of  
nine athletes that rep-
resented the Hawks at 
states, with all but one of  
them, sophomore Chris 
Scanlon (NH, men’s pole 
vault), being freshmen.

Despite the team’s 
youth — a result of  it 
being the program’s inau-
gural season — Johnson 
said he felt a sense of  ma-
turity among his athletes, 
rarely feeling as if  he was 
coaching a room full of  
9th graders.

“It was tremendous,” 
Johnson said. “In terms 
of  how the team has 
carried itself  and how its 
competed, it really hasn’t 
felt like coaching 9th 
graders. At states, they 
were very professional 
and detail-oriented. … It’s 
really cool for the future 
that they’re already so 
mature and take it so 
seriously.”

One of  Johnson’s fa-
vorite stories from states 
came from freshman 
Juliette VanOlinda, who 
filled in for an absent 
runner in the women’s 
4x800-meter relay, even 
though she’d never run 
in the event before and 
was a hurdler all season.

And her split time 
clocked in at a little 
under three minutes, an 
impressive feat for a first-
time relay runner.

“To me, if  you’re a 
9th grader and you’re 
running under three 
(minutes) in the 800(-me-
ter) at any point in the 
season, that’s an event 
that you have potential 
in,” Johnson said. “That 
was very impressive to 
me. … When one person 
fell, another person was 
ready to plug themselves 
in. From my own experi-
ence running track, very 
few people will throw 
themselves at the oppor-
tunity to hop into a 4x400 
or 4x800 last second.”

Coming full circle
Brandon McKoy, Cha-

tham Charter’s standout 
senior, started his track 
journey in middle school 
when he began compet-
ing for an AAU team.

His first race, the 
one that started it all, 
took place on Marcus T. 
Johnson Track, home 
of  the N.C. A&T Aggies 
and host of  the NCH-
SAA Track & Field State 
Championships.

Last Saturday, his final 
race came on that very 
same track, the same one 
he’d been striving to re-
turn to for the last three 
years.

“It was kind of  nos-
talgic,” McKoy said. 
“That was a time when 
I did track a lot more, 
I was more involved in 
track, and so this kind 
of  brought back some 
of  those feelings, a lot of  
that competitiveness. … 
It’s pretty nostalgic to 
end my (career) on the 
first track I ever raced 
on.”

McKoy is soft-spoken 
with a big personality. 

He’ll strike up a conver-
sation with just about 
anyone, leading to his 
co-head coach, Tammy 
Walden, giving him the 
nickname “The Mayor.”

But on the track, that 
same competitive spirit 
kicks in. And Saturday 
was no different.

After taking sixth place 
in the men’s 1,600-meter 
run with a time of  4:51.88, 
nearly three seconds 
ahead of  his seed time, he 
came back in the men’s 
3,200-meter run and near-
ly made podium after 
staging a late comeback 
that propelled him to fifth 
place.

Throughout most of  
the race, McKoy stayed 
behind in a pack of  about 
four runners, hovering 
between sixth and eighth 
place from lap-to-lap. 
However, in the final lap, 
McKoy kicked it, knock-
ing off each opponent 
one-by-one until there he 
sat at fifth when it was all 
said and done.

McKoy said he origi-
nally thought he got sixth 
and, surprisingly, he 
wished he had.

“I told myself  that if  I 
tried to stay with (those 
near the top), then I’m 
going to burn myself  out 
and finish something 
like eighth, so instead, I 
dropped to eighth early, 
let them take some of  the 
wind for me and let them 
take some of  the pacing 
off of  my shoulders,” 
McKoy explained. “In my 
last 200, I just kicked it, I 
was just going. … Look-
ing back, I thought I got 
sixth and then learned 
that I got fifth, so I was a 
bit regretful (that I didn’t 
kick earlier), but that’s 
fine.”

This was McKoy’s 
first time competing at 
states, having missed 
last season’s meet due 
to a Governor’s School 
commitment.

“I’m pretty proud 
of  this ending, being 
just shy of  my goal (of  
making podium),” McKoy 
said. “It was a good way 
to end my senior year.”

McKoy is headed off 
to Columbia University 
in the fall, where he said 
he’s still undecided on if  
he’ll keep running, even 
though he likely could 
walk on for the men’s 
cross country team.

“At the moment, I have 
to think about what the 
course load is going to 
look like, it’s definitely 
something that’s going 
to be rigorous,” he said. 
“Running is going to be 
supplemental. Worst case 
scenario, I’ll just keep 
running to keep myself  
healthy more than any-
thing.”

In total, the Knights 
brought five athletes to 
this year’s state meet — 
an increase from two last 
year — including junior 
sprinter Tamaya Walden, 
who placed in the top 
10 for both the women’s 
200-meter dash (ninth, 
27.17) and women’s 
400-meter dash (eighth, 
1:03.25) in her second 
straight appearance at 
states.

“That’s when the nerves 
set in, when it’s time for 
her to run,” said Tammy 
Walden, who’s also Tama-
ya’s mother, with a laugh. 
“I’m proud of her. She 
has a little bit of an injury 
that’s been bothering her, 
a ligament that’s been 

bothering her, but she’s 
pushed through it.”

Knights senior Brooke 
Garner was making her 
second straight appear-
ance at states, having 
competed in the wom-
en’s 100- and 300-meter 
hurdles, high jump and 
triple jump at the 2021 
meet. She paired her 
events down to just two at 
this year’s meet, finishing 
seventh in both the wom-
en’s long jump (15-11.25) 
and triple jump (32-10.50), 
outperforming her seed 
distance in each.

“She has grown and 
improved a lot in her long 
and triple jumps, learning 
a better technique to help 
her,” Tammy Walden said 
of  Garner. “We kept try-
ing to talk her into those 
hurdles because she’s 
not too shabby at those 
300(-meter) hurdles either, 
but we can’t talk her into 
those. I think she’s found 
her niche. … You can see 
her focus in it, she likes 
it.”

Chatham Charter also 
saw a couple of  first-time 
qualifiers in the wom-
en’s 3,200-meter run in 
sophomores Meredith 
Reese (11th, 15:56.59) and 
Ariana Rivera-Roma 
(14th, 18:39.17).

“Meredith, she’s 
improved and grown by 
leaps and bounds, she re-
ally has,” Tammy Walden 
said. “And Ariana, this 
is her first time running 
track and here she is at 
states. She was so excited. 
At regionals, she wanted 
to be fourth so she could 
get to states and she ac-
complished her goal.”

Woods Charter fresh-
man Anna Peeler minced 
no words when describ-
ing her first-ever state 
meet appearance last 
Saturday.

“I was completely 
freaked out, to be hon-
est,” Peeler said, chuck-
ling. “It was surprising 
because there were so 
many people (in the 
stands) and when I 
walked out to see every-
one, I was shocked … but 
it’s amazing, too, because 
it’s my first year of  track. 
It was pretty crazy.”

Peeler took 14th in the 
women’s 3,200-meter run 
alongside teammate Ellie 
Poitras (10th, 6:03.08) and 
Chatham Central soph-
omore Samantha Scott 
(15th, 6:51.61).

“We’ve had a couple of  
weeks of  a lot of  anxiety, 
and I think that’s one 
thing that experience 
gives you is the ability to 
take all of  that anxiety 
and turn it into a good 
race,” Taylor Transue, 
the Wolves’ first-year 
head coach, told the 
News + Record. “And 
when you’re a freshman 
and you’ve never been to 
states and it’s a huge ven-
ue, that definitely plays 
a factor in getting really 
amped up.”

Transue said that for 
the weeks leading up to 
states, they practiced 
without a clock, refusing 
to worry about times.

“We really tried to 
downplay the clock and 
tried to play up what, 
mentally, we could con-
trol,” she said. “I hope 
that my athletes can at 
least say that they’ve got 
some tools in the toolbox 
that they can use when 
they’re racing that em-
power them to be comfort-
able and confident when 

they’re out on the track.”
Last June, the Wolves 

took just three athletes 
to states — all seniors 
except for Poitras, who 
made it into the women’s 
3,200-meter run as a fresh-
man — but this season, 
that number jumped to 
six, and would have been 
eight had a pair of  ath-
letes, junior Wiley Sikes 
and freshman Analise De 
Leon Villanueva, been 
able to make the trip.

Others making their 
debut included freshman 
Isabel Wood (12th, wom-
en’s 100-meter dash, 13.42; 
13th, women’s 200-meter 
dash, 28.20), junior Collin 
Thompson (ninth, men’s 
400-meter dash, 53.28), 
freshman Jesse Sikes 
(12th, men’s 800-meter 
run, 2:19.22) and senior 
Peter Ising (14th, men’s 
shot put, 38-09.75).

“The thing that I was 
the most proud of was 
how many different areas 
that we had kids compet-
ing in at the state level,” 
Transue said. “It’s just so 
exciting to be able to have 
kids at all three levels 
— field, sprinting and 
mid-distance — represent-
ing our school at states.”

Woods Charter may 
have a small school, con-
sisting of  less than 200 
students, but it’s building 
quite the heavy-hitting 
track program, with 
Transue bringing in 
sprinting and field coach-
es that have shared their 
expertise with such a 
young group.

And it’s clearly work-
ing.

“I’m really excited that 
such a young team does 
have a lot of  experience,” 
Transue said. “I hope 
that they’ll bring that 
enthusiasm to the rest of  
the team in future years 
so that it just becomes 
something we do — we 
go to regionals, we go to 
states and we compete on 
that level.”

One of  the highlights 
of  Chatham Central 
Head Coach Sherman 
Howze’s trip to Greens-
boro was seeing junior 
Kailey Green exceed 
expectations, taking 
fifth in the women’s 
high jump (4-10.00) to 
earn four points for the 
Bears.

She was seeded No. 8, 
tied with five other jump-
ers, heading into states.

“She’s grown up a 
lot,” Howze said when 
asked about Green’s 
showing. “She jumped 
Saturday with a bum 
leg, but she pushed 
through, that’s the 
thing about it. … She 
hit 5-02.00 in practice 
three days straight (this 
season). Her leg just 
wouldn’t allow her to do 
what she needed.”

After having missed 
states entirely last sea-
son, the Bears brought 
along 15 athletes to com-
pete this year, including 
a mix of  older athletes 
like senior Malachi 
Moore (eighth, men’s 
long jump, 19-11.75), 
senior Carleigh Gentry 
(NH, women’s high jump) 
and senior Trey Clay 
(16th, men’s 4x800-meter 
relay, 1:40.11), along with 
underclassmen such as 
Scott, freshman Mattie 
Caviness (14th, women’s 
shot put, 26-11.50) and 
relay team members 
freshman Troy Gaines, 
sophomore Javonte John-
son and sophomore River 
Warren.

Green’s near-podium 
performance is one 
of  many reasons why 
Howze said he expects 
his women’s team to give 
schools around the state 
a run for their money 
next season — especially 
in the field events, which 
the Bears have thrived in.

“I’ve got 31 girls this 
season and only two are 
seniors,” Howze said. 
“We’re going to be fine. 
I’m looking forward to 
next year, but they’ve 
got to be looking forward 
to working because I’m 
bringing on two more 
coaches.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.  

Staff photo by Aidan Myers

Northwood’s men’s 4x400-meter relay team, 
consisting of sophomore Noah Nielson, senior 
Jack Spotz, junior Christian Glick and senior 
Marco Sanchez, huddle up prior to running at the 
NCHSAA 3A Track & Field State Championships 
last Friday. The team took eighth place with a 
time of 3:29.50.

STATE
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Aidan Myers

Jordan-Matthews senior Jasmine Basilio pushes 
down the track during one of her two relay 
races at the NCHSAA 2A Track & Field State 
Championships at North Carolina A&T State 
University in Greensboro last Friday. Basilio acted 
as the anchor for both of the women’s 4x400- 
and 4x800-meter relays.
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‘Sandy Hook’ author traces false narratives from 2012 tragedy
On the morning of  Dec. 

14, 2012, a 20-year-old 
man shot his way into 
Sandy Hook Elementa-
ry School in Newtown, 
Connecticut, with two 
rifles and a handgun. He 
then turned the guns on 
those inside the school, 
murdering 20 1st graders 
and six educators before 
killing himself. Police lat-
er discovered he’d killed 
his mother before coming 
to the school.

There have been more 
than 1,300 school shoot-
ings in the U.S. since 1970. 
The tragedy of  Sandy 
Hook, of  course, was the 
worst mass shooting at an 
elementary school in U.S. 
history. Tuesday’s shoot-
ing in Uvalde, Texas, adds 
to that macabre list. 

What unfolded after-
ward in the Newtown 
shooting was also a trag-
edy: conspiracy theorists 
who not only propagated 
lies about Sandy Hook 
through social media, but 
insidiously harassed the 
parents of  the survivors, 
threatening them online 
and at their homes in the 
months and even years 
that followed. Studies 
show that at various 
points as many as 20% of  
Americans believe that 
mass shootings like Sandy 
Hook are hoaxes perpe-
trated by either the gov-
ernment or some shadow, 
clandestine entity.

New York Times feature 
writer Elizabeth William-
son’s book, “Sandy Hook: 
An American Tragedy and 
the Battle for Truth,” is 
a compelling, engrossing 
account not of the shoot-
ing at Sandy Hook, but 
about what happened in 
the hours, the days and the 
months that followed as 
conspiracy theorists like 
Alex Jones of InfoWars 
used their platforms to 
incite and enrage millions 
of listeners and follow-
ers. (Jones, for example, 
claimed no one died at 
Sandy Hook and that child 
actors were used in the 
“false flag” event designed 
to boost gun control mea-
sures.) It’s also the story 
of how false conspiracy 
narratives and malicious 
misinformation have 
gained traction in today’s 
America.

The News + Record’s 
Bill Horner III inter-
viewed Williamson for 
The Chatcast, the podcast 
of  the CN+R and the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of  Central 
Carolina. You can find the 
full 50-minute interview 
wherever you listen to 
podcasts. Here’s a portion 
of  that interview, edited 
for length and clarity.

How did you, as a feature 
writer for the New York 
Times, get involved in 

covering the Sandy Hook 
story’s aftermath?

It was in the middle of  
2018, when the families of  
two Sandy Hook victims 
were suing Infowars 
conspiracy broadcaster 
Alex Jones in Texas. 
Initially, I thought that 
this would be a really 
interesting test of  the 
First Amendment; Alex 
Jones, and many of  these 
conspiracy theorists, 
repeatedly claim it pro-
tects the falsehoods that 
they spread online and 
the harmful content that 
resulted in years of  tor-
ment and threats against 
vulnerable people — in 
this case, the Sandy Hook 
families. But then I talked 
with Lenny Pozner, the 
father of  Noah Pozner, 
the youngest Sandy Hook 
victim, and he helped 
me understand that 
Sandy Hook was really a 
foundational story about 
how false narratives and 
misinformation are gain-
ing traction in society. So 
it goes from Sandy Hook 
to most mass shootings 
to Pizzagate, QAnon, 
Charlottesville, corona-
virus myths, the 2020 
election conspiracy and 
then finally the January 
6, 2021, insurrection at 
the Capitol.

You built relationships 
with two very distinct 
groups as you researched 
the book — the parents and 
some of the family mem-
bers of the victims, and 
then also some of the most 
fervent and ardent believers 
that Sandy Hook was a false 
flag event. What was it like 
for you, as a writer and as 
a reporter, and as someone 
who works in the truth busi-
ness, to navigate between 
these two groups?

Early on, my first out-
reach was to the families. 
I started to learn about 
what had happened to 
them and I was almost 
ashamed to say that I 
really didn’t know what 
all they endured. With 
the exception of  Lenny 
Pozner, who made it his 
life’s work to confront 
these people — these 
conspiracy theorists — 
the prevailing strategy 
at the time that it was 

happening, up until they 
filed those lawsuits six 
years after the shooting, 
was to just don’t feed the 
trolls, remain quiet. Don’t 
confront these people; 
it’ll only make it worse. 

Without Lenny, we 
wouldn’t have known re-
ally what was happening.

As for the conspira-
cy theorists, they were 
much easier to get in 
touch with and to speak 
with — and to have very 
long exchanges with 
because there’s a kind 
of  evangelical aspect to 
them. They want you to 
hear their theories. They 
want to see if  they can 
convince you. They feel 
like they’re in possession 
of  superior knowledge. 

They’re deeply dis-
trustful of  all govern-
ment narratives, and that 
distinguishes them, of  
course, from the rest of  
us, who are distrustful of  
some. 

And there are, of  
course, examples of  when 
the government’s lied to 
us and when there have 
been cover-ups. But to 
cross over and suspect 
every government nar-
rative and every official 
account, and all main-
stream media reports, is 
another thing entirely 
that really hint at the 
psychology.

A lot of  them had trau-
ma in their backgrounds, 
and the biggest thing that 
they were looking for was 
a sense of  community. 
They would gather online 
and embroider these the-
ories, share them, build 
each other up, and praise 
each other for finding 
new ripples in the plot. 
They had a bond around 
themselves.

I was talking with 
Lenny the other day, and 
I’ve said a couple times 
in different interviews 
that it isn’t about getting 
a sort of  psychic income 
from this. They elevate 
themselves. And he was 
saying it’s even more 
than that — they develop 
an entirely new person-
ality around this. They 
become people in pos-
session of  this superior 
knowledge about a major 
event …

You delve deeply into the 
“payoff” that the conspira-
cy theorists get from being 
a part of the conspiracy 
community …

Yes, absolutely. So for 
[radio host and broad-
caster] Alex Jones, of  
course, it’s all about 
financial gain. In recent 
years, his revenues have 
been in excess of  $50 
million a year. He had 
this ingenious business 
model where he would 
sell diet supplements to 
people who are distrust-
ful of  traditional medi-
cine. He sells untraceable 
gun components to 
people who don’t want 
to register firearms with 
the government. He sells 
doomsday prepper mer-
chandise for people who 
are preparing for the end 
of  times. So that’s one 
motivation. 

And some of  the 
smaller-time hoaxers 
had similar efforts. They 
were raising money 
online. Wolfgang Helbig, 
a former educator down 
in Florida, raised more 
than $100,000 to fund two 
dozen trips to Newtown 
and an endless pursuit 
of  public records that he 

thought would somehow 
convince him of  the ve-
racity of  this false theory 
that he was extending.

For most people, I 
would say it really was 
a kind of  psychological 
benefit — they developed 
a new persona around 
themselves, and for that 
reason, it’s very difficult 
to get these people to 
let go of  these theories. 
Once they embrace them, 
they’re really reluctant to 
give up on it.

As a result of the efforts 
of people like Lenny Pozner, 
so much of what used to be 
online about Sandy Hook 
hoaxes has been scrubbed 
from sites like YouTube. 
What relief has that given 
the family members of the 
victims of Sandy Hook?

Lenny told me that 
when Noah was sleeping, 
he used to go into his 
room and sort of  just in-
hale his scent, you know 
— that sort of  baby scent 
that children have.

And I immediately 
thought about what he 
had been saying about 
traces of  Noah’s life that 
were online and what 
happened to him — his 
short life, his death, 
the truth of  how that 
happened. These were 
children so young; there 
were so few facts about 
their lives to begin with 
because they were so 
brief. 

And then there were 
thousands upon thou-
sands of  videos and 
websites and this mate-
rial devoted to saying the 
shooting didn’t happen, 
or that these people 
were liars, or that these 
children didn’t exist — so 
that if  you Googled San-
dy Hook, the lies were the 
first thing to come up.

The thing that really 
drove Lenny was this 
idea that Noah’s scent, 
his essence, could not be 
erased; his legacy had to 
be preserved. Not only his, 
but those of all the victims 
and their families and the 
story of what really hap-
pened. And that was the 
driving thing for him.

In writing the book, you 
confronted hoaxers with the 
truth — you’d prove some-
thing to them, and then 
they’d shift the argument 
to another little kernel of 
something they’d latch on 
to that was a lie … What was 
what was that like for you, 
as a journalist, to try to be 
an arbiter of truth to these 
folks?

It was frustrating, you 
know, telling them the 
facts.

Kelly Watt, who is a 
mom of  two children and 
a grandmother of  two, 

has a house cleaning 
business in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. And Sandy Hook 
became an obsession of  
hers. Her particular point 
of  inquiry was, Who 
cleaned up the school 
after the massacre?

And she made hun-
dreds of  phone calls and 
really tormented people 
with these questions. 
She fed these questions 
to Wolfgang Helbig, who 
we mentioned earlier 
was one of  the Big Sandy 
Hook conspiracy theo-
rists, who then put these 
questions into public 
records requests over and 
over and over.

And in actual fact, 
the records had been 
released — the name of  
the company, exactly 
what happened, what was 
done, what was removed, 
how it was disposed of. 
All of  those things were 
a matter of  public record 
already. So it was about 
the request, rather than 
about the actual facts. 

I found that record. I 
called the company. It 
took me grand total of  
one phone call to find 
out that the company is 
called Clean Harbors, 
and they do biohazard 
cleanup. They actually 
cleaned up Ground Zero 
after 911. They explained 
to me what happened, but 
I already knew that be-
cause it was public record 
with every detail.

And when I brought 
that to Kelly Watt and 
showed it to her, I said, 
“How could you for years 
be pursuing this?” And 
she just sort of  said, 
“Well, I didn’t know that. 
Well, that company actu-
ally doesn’t do that.”

I said, “No, I confirmed 
with them. They did, in 
fact, do that. And the re-
cords exist, and they have 
been accessible to you all 
these years.”

And she just turned 
around and said, “Where 
are the receipts?”

So there’s always some 
other thing. It means too 
much to someone like 
Kelly Watt. She’s gotten 
too much out of  this … 
she now calls herself  an 
author and a researcher 
and an investigator. She’s 
never going to be con-
vinced. And here’s the 
New York Times inter-
viewing her — that never 
would have happened if  
she hadn’t grasped on to 
this theory. 

So the real answer in 
confronting these people 
successfully is to try and 
get to people before they 
embrace these theories, 
and teach them a little bit 
of  skepticism and social 
media hygiene.

What’s been the response 
to the book?

I’ve been really grati-
fied by the reviews of  the 
book. I think people who 
have read it and studied 
it understand that it’s 
less about the violence on 
that terrible day in 2012 
and much more about 
the violence that would 
await us if  we don’t do 
something to rein in the 
spread of  misinformation 
and disinformation in 
this country.

The families [of  Sandy 
Hook] themselves who 
have read it, in reading 
Lenny’s story, have 
gained a new understand-
ing and what it meant 
both to him personally, 
and for them, to have him 
decide to make it his life’s 
work — to fight back 
against Alex Jones, and 
all of  these conspiracy 
theorists, and to identify 
new tools for battling 
back against that. So 
that’s been a really hope-
ful part of  it.

And most importantly, 
I just so grateful to the 
families for trusting me 
with their stories. They 
relived this terrible chap-
ter in their lives because 
they want to help all of  
us, and because despite 
everything they’ve been 
through, they have hope 
that there will be change.

CHATHAM CHAT | ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON

Photo by Beowulf Sheehan

Elizabeth Williamson, 
feature writer for the 
New York Times, and 
author of ‘Sandy Hook: 
An American Tragedy 
and the Battle for 
Truth.’
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Pittsboro Gallery 
of Arts to open  

in June
PITTSBORO — Pitts-

boro Gallery of  Arts 
announced that its first 
Grand Opening and re-
ception will be held from 
5:30 to 8 p.m on June 17. 

PGA invites art lovers 
to come celebrate and 
view new fine arts and 
fine crafts on display in 
many mediums. This 
includes both realistic 
and abstract paintings, 
pastels, photography, 
works on paper, fiber 
art, ceramics, wood 
work, jewelry and mosa-
ics. Meet the artists and 
enjoy food, beverage, 
and music. Presenta-
tions will be made by 
Pittsboro Mayor Cindy 
Perry and Kirk Bradley 
from Mosaic Develop-
ment Company and 
Chatham Park.

The artist-owned 
cooperative gallery is 
becoming recognized as 
a destination art gallery, 
showcasing regional 
fine art and fine craft in 
historic downtown Pitts-
boro, just steps from the 
county courthouse. It’s 
located at 44-A Hillsboro 
St, and open Tuesdays 
through Sundays. For 
more info and videos, 
visit www.pittsboroarts.
org. 

Pittsboro Gallery of  
Arts’ purpose is to ex-
hibit and offer an oppor-
tunity for art lovers and 
patrons to see, purchase 
and collect fine art and 
fine crafts. Additionally, 
the artists wish to pro-
mote artistic excellence 
and contribute to the 
cultural and economic 
welfare of  the commu-
nity.

‘Click It or Ticket’ 
enforcement 

campaign kicks off

RALEIGH — Fasten 
your seatbelts — sum-
mer’s heating up, and so 
is the statewide Memorial 
Day Click It or Ticket 
enforcement campaign, 
which began Monday.

Through June 5, law 
enforcement officers in 
all 100 North Carolina 
counties will be pa-
trolling the roads to make 
sure citizens are buck-
ling up, whether they’re 
behind the wheel, in the 
passenger seat or in the 
backseat.

“Although citizens 
could face a citation and 
fines for not wearing 
their seatbelt, the real 
goal here is saving lives,” 
said Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program Direc-
tor Mark Ezzell. “Your 
chances of  being killed 
or seriously injured in 
a car crash are reduced 
by nearly half  when you 
wear a seatbelt.”

In 2021, 555 North 
Carolinians who were 
not wearing seatbelts 
lost their lives in vehicle 

crashes, including nearly 
30 over last year’s two-
week Click It or Ticket 
enforcement period.

North Carolina law 
requires all passengers in 
a vehicle to be properly 
restrained and violations 
are punishable by fines 
of  up to $180. Children 
younger than 8 years and 
under 80 pounds must 
be properly restrained in 
an approved child safety 
seat or booster seat. If  a 
passenger under 16 is not 
properly restrained, the 
driver faces a $266 fine.

When North Carolina 
launched the Click It or 
Ticket initiative in 1993, 
only 64 percent of  North 
Carolinians used their 
seat belts. Today, that 
number hovers around 90 
percent.

In addition to increased 

enforcement statewide, 
the campaign will include 
a paid media component, 
including an influencer 
campaign where Tik Tok 
and Instagram influenc-
ers will share their own 
seatbelt messages with 
North Carolina audienc-
es.

The Governor’s High-
way Safety Program, 
which is an arm of  the 
N.C. Dept. of  Transpor-
tation, provides grants to 
law enforcement agencies 
for various traffic safety 
initiatives, including 
campaigns like Click It or 
Ticket.

NCDOT develops 
early flood-warning 

system for roads

RALEIGH — When 

the next hurricane 
strikes, the N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation will be 
armed with an advanced 
flood-warning system 
that relies on a network 
of  400 river and stream 
gauges.

The new system will 
allow the NCDOT for 
the first time to analyze, 
map and communicate in 
real-time any flood risks 
to roads, bridges and 
culverts. 

This critical informa-
tion will go to NCDOT 
maintenance staff 
responding to flooded 
roads and washed-out 
culverts; and it will 
benefit local emergency 
management officials 
and the public access-
ing the department’s 
DriveNC.gov website for 
timely weather-related 

closures.
“This state-of-the-

art warning system 
our department has 
created will help us 
be better prepared for 
the next major storm,” 
Transportation Secre-
tary Eric Boyette said. 
“Even though we’ve 
had some quiet hurri-
cane seasons recently, 
we cannot let our guard 
down.”

The last major storm 
to impact the state’s 
road network was 
Hurricane Florence in 
2018. Researchers at 
N.C. State University 
and the National Hur-
ricane Center are pre-
dicting an above-aver-
age hurricane season, 
which officially starts 
June 1.

— CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

• All General FAB 
    & Welding Repairs

• Muffl  ers, Converters

• Header Installs

• Manifold Repairs

• Custom Pipe          
     Bending

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Fearrington

Kathy Brommage, CFP®

190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

M
K
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98
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-9516 
919-967-9968
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School Time Date Location

Chatham School of
Science &

Engineering
7 p.m. Wednesday 

May 25

Chatham
Agriculture &
Conference

Center

Northwood High
School 10 a.m. Friday 

June 10
Northwood

Football Stadium

Chatham Central
High School 7 p.m. Friday

June 10
Wicker Center

(Sanford)

Jordan-Matthews
High School 10 a.m. Saturday 

June 11
JM Football

Stadium

Woods Charter
School 10 a.m. Saturday 

June 11
Woods Charter

Gymnasium

Chatham Charter
School 10 a.m. Saturday

May 14
Chatham Charter

Gymnasium

Chatham County
Graduation Schedule

Pittsboro board declares 
intent to merge with 

Sanford water infrastructure
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Com-
missioners authorized 
Town Manager Chris 
Kennedy to send a letter 
of  intent to the City of  
Sanford to merge the two 
municipalities’ water and 
sewer capacities during 
Monday’s meeting. 

“I think this is a tre-
mendous opportunity 
with perhaps a finite 
window to work with the 
city of  Sanford,” Kenne-
dy said. 

This move follows two 
decades of  conversations 
and research between 
Sanford and Pittsboro 
seeking solutions to Pitts-
boro’s inadequate water 
capacity and treatment 
capabilities. 

Kennedy’s resolution 
details of  the discussions 
and negotiations leading 
up to present day, saying 
it was important to doc-
ument the 23 years since 
the town established a 
moratorium related to 
limited water capacity.

“What I endeavored 
upon when I was work-
ing on this resolution 
was when we first 
formally talked about 
coordination with the 
city of  Sanford,” he said. 
“I felt like it would be ap-
propriate and productive 
to map that out, going 
back 23 years until April 
of  1999, and looking at 
that and saying we have 
created opportunities 
for ourselves today to do 
better to provide water 
and sewer.”

The Sanford-Pittsboro 
partnership would allow 
the two municipalities to 
“regionalize the public 
water and wastewater 
utility systems of  the 
Town of  Pittsboro,” 
which would include 
water treatment plants, 
distribution, wastewater 
treatment and public 
wastewater collection 
infrastructure. 

During his nearly 
two-year tenure as town 
manager, Kennedy said 
he has prioritized finding 
a solution to Pittsboro’s 
decades-long water ca-
pacity issues. 

“I told the board when 
I got here I was going 
to work very hard to 
provide the town and the 
community generations’ 
worth of  water and sewer 
capacity to the best of  my 
ability,” he said. “This 
is an attempt — this is 
not a guarantee, Sanford 
is under no obligation 
to work with us or take 
on our water and sewer 
needs. We feel we have a 
good partner with them 
(Sanford).”

Commissioners 
expressed support for 
the resolution, but some 
shared concerns over 
job security of  the public 
works employees who 
operate the town’s water 
infrastructure. 

Mayor Pro Tem Pamela 
Baldwin said she had 
received comments from 
staff concerned that a 
partnership with San-
ford’s water infrastruc-
ture could result in job 
losses. 

“They have worked 
hard … for the town of  
Pittsboro — you have one 
main (line) break, they 
are there, in the ditch, 
with their contractors,” 
she said. “I know that 
this here is just a reso-
lution of  intent, so all of  
those particulars are go-
ing to be down the road, 
and hopefully there will 
be options towards those 
employees.”

Mayor Cindy Perry 
also expressed concern 
for employees. She said 
some had spent most of  
their careers in the town 
and may have special ex-
pertise others may lack. 

“We’ve talked about 
how these people who 
have worked for us for 
so long really know the 
secret side of  down under 

the Pittsboro streets,” she 
said. “Our system may 
be where we have to do 
a tweak that maybe only 
so and so knows about … 
that’s what makes Pitts-
boro so wonderful, and I 
think Sanford recognizes 
it, and they want that 
expertise.”

Kennedy said employ-
ees will have opportuni-
ties to continue working 
for the town in different 
capacities. The resolution 
of  intent is not concrete, 
however, meaning no jobs 
are in jeopardy at this 
point. 

“There’s a lot of  ques-
tions as to how this is 
going to work,” Kennedy 
said, “and a lot of  that is 
to be determined.” 

The town manager 
also said some had de-
scribed this merger as a 
“last resort” solution to 
Pittsboro’s water woes. 
He called the partnership 
a good opportunity for 
the town, not a last ditch 
effort. 

“We’ve investigated ob-
viously for 23 years now, 
and we’ve investigated 
different strategies,” 
Kennedy said. “This is 
an opportunity — there’s 
been conversation like 
this is a last resort, and I 
don’t believe this is a last 
resort.”

Commissioner Kyle 
Shipp backed the reso-
lution of  intent, which 
passed unanimously.

“This is a plan to make 
a plan — it’s not binding, 
but we need to come up 
with a plan,” he said. “It’s 
been 23 years that we’ve 
had this problem, and 
the time is now to act … 
There’s a lot of  things 
we need to figure out as a 
part of  this process, and 
this is just the start of  
figuring out.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor.

Magic carpet ride
Audience’s spirits 
soared in Pittsboro 
this month as Pittsboro 
Youth Theater’s Liliana 
Guaman (Aladdin) 
took Kinsey McCubbin 
(Princess Jasmine) on 
a magic carpet ride 
six feet above Sweet 
Bee Theater’s stage 
in Disney’s ‘Aladdin’ 
musical. The final 
five performances of 
‘Aladdin’ were held 
last weekend. Tickets 
for other performances 
are available at 
online at www. 
PittsboroYouthTheater.
com.

Courtesy of PYT



FROM CHATHAM COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

On May 11, Mandolyn Gail Brewer, 
45, of  234 Hillside Dairy Road, Pittsboro, 
was arrested by Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for obtaining property under false pre-
tense. She was issued a written promise 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on June 6. Ms. Brew-
er was also arrested by Deputy Johnny 
Griffin for failure to appear. She was 
issued a written promise to appear in 
Randolph County District Court in 
Asheboro on May 26. 

On May 11, Teddy Leon Martin, 
33, of  181 Alex Watson Road, Siler 
City, was arrested by Deputy Johnny 
Griffin for obtaining property under 
false pretense, breaking and entering, 
larceny after breaking and entering and 
possession of  stolen goods/property. He 
was issued a written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 6.

On May 11, Carrie Anne Mote, 29, of  
2400 Bowers Store Road, Siler City, was 
arrested by Staff Sergeant Anthony Nor-
ton for failure to appear. She was issued 
a $300 secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on May 18. Ms. Mote 
was also arrested by Staff Sergeant An-

thony Norton for failure to appear. She 
was issued a $200 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on June 1.

On May 12, Mark Emanuel Gordon, 47, 
of  1755 Bill Lambert Road, Bear Creek, 
was arrested by Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for assault on a female, assault by stran-
gulation and communicating threats. 
He was placed on a 48 hour domestic 
violence hold and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on May 25. Mr. Gordon was 
also arrested by Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for failure to appear. He was issued a 
$50,000 secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County Superior 
Court in Pittsboro on June 2. 

On May 15, William George Squires, 
73, of  179 Mountain View Church 
Road, Moncure, was arrested by Staff 
Sergeant Chris Burger for assault on a 
female. He was issued a $1,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court in Pittsboro 
on May 15. 

On May 15, Carlos Lopez Aguilar, 49, 
of  39 Friendship Lane, Siler City, was 
arrested by Corporal Robert Hussey for 
protective order violation. He was placed 
on a 48 hour Domestic Violence hold 
and is scheduled to appear in Chatham 

County District Court in Pittsboro on 
June 8. Mr. Aguilar was also arrested by 
Corporal Hussey for failure to appear. 
He was issued a $500 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Gaston County 
District Court in Gastonia on June 29. 

On May 17, Glenn McKay Womble, 
46, of  550 Sugar Lake Road, Pittsboro, 
was arrested by Corporal Michael Cox 
for obtaining property by false pretense 
and exploitation of  a disabled/elderly 
person’s trust. He was issued a $1,000 
secured bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Chatham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on June 6. 

On May 17, Adam Daniel Webster, 35, 
of  Pearlman Teague Road, Siler City, 
was arrested by Staff Sergeant Anthony 
Norton for Domestic Violence Protec-
tive Order violation. He was issued no 
bond and is scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham Count District Court in Pittsboro 
on June 7.

On May 17, Shannon Annmarie 
Burke, 25, of  2208 Alex Cockman Road, 
Pittsboro, was arrested by Staff Ser-
geant Anthony Norton for simple pos-
session of  a Schedule II controlled sub-
stance, simple possession of  a Schedule 
III controlled substance, possession of  
drug paraphernalia and misdemeanor 
child abuse. She was issued a $1,000 se-

cured bond and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 1. 

On May 19, Michael O’Neil Fair-
cloth Jr., 32, of  7606 NC Highway 751, 
Durham, was arrested by Deputy Mat-
thew Mitchell for failure to appear on 
citation. He was issued a $350 secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in Or-
ange County District Court in Hillsbor-
ough on June 1.

On May 19, William Calice Cooper III, 
35, of  2903 NC Highway 54, Chapel Hill, 
was arrested by Deputy Alberto Es-
trada for possession of  a stolen motor 
vehicle, reckless driving to endanger, 
fleeing to elude arrest with a motor 
vehicle, failure to stop at stop sign/
flashing red light, failure to maintain 
lane control, speeding, resisting a 
public officer and driving while license 
revoked — impaired revocation. He was 
issued a $25,000 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Chatham Coun-
ty District Court in Pittsboro on June 1. 
Mr. Cooper was also arrested by Deputy 
Estrada for injury to personal property 
and assault on a female. He was placed 
on a 48 hour Domestic Violence hold 
and is scheduled to appear in Orange 
County District Court in Hillsborough 
on June 6.
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CCCC spring graduates celebrate big day
From Central Carolina 
Community College

SANFORD — Central 
Carolina Community 
College celebrated the 
achievements of  the 
Class of  2022 as the school 
observed its 59th Com-
mencement Exercises on 
May 16 at the Dennis A. 
Wicker Civic & Confer-
ence Center in Sanford.

The graduating stu-
dents entered the main 
hall to the skirl of  a bag-
pipe, a CCCC tradition.

CCCC President Dr. Lisa 
M. Chapman said in her 
address: “Graduation rep-
resents the culmination of  
the efforts of all divisions 
of the college along with 
those of our graduating 
students, which makes it 
one of the most exciting 
days of our academic 
calendar. Graduates, the 
trustees, administration, 
staff, faculty, and I want 
to share a heartfelt and 
proud ‘congratulations’ to 
each and every one of you 
for all you have accom-
plished. We are honored to 
join you today as we cele-
brate your achievements.

“Our community is 
proud of CCCC, and it 
is because of  how our 
graduates represent us 
that we enjoy respect for 
the college throughout 
Chatham, Harnett, Lee 
counties and beyond. I 
know you will continue 
that tradition, and I want 
to thank you for how you 
have represented the Cou-
gar Nation as students 
and how you will continue 
to represent us as alum-
ni,” Chapman said. 

The Class of  2022 grad-
uation ceremonies had ap-
proximately 759 students 
— including 255 graduates 
from the fall — who were 
expected to receive 896 
credentials (associate 
degrees, diplomas, and 
certificates). Five com-
mencement exercises, at 9 
a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m., were held to 
accommodate the number 
of  graduates. 

Dave Myers, CCCC 
Faculty Member of  the 
Year, was Chief  Marshal 
and Mace Bearer.

Students presenting 
commencement address-
es include:

• Zaire McMican of  
Fuquay-Varina (Associate 
of Arts graduate) was 
a member of the Male 
Minority Mentoring 
Initiative and Phi Beta 
Lambda — and has begun 
his studies at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at 
Greensboro as part of the 
Spartan Passage program. 

“Celebrate today and 
dream again tomorrow 
so that we may go on 
and achieve all that we 
desire,” he said.

• Nikki Lara of Sanford 
(Associate of Science grad-
uate) is part of the N.C. 
State C3 program. While in 
high school, she took den-

tal classes at CCCC. Her 
goal is to become a dentist 
who will provide afford-
able/free dental services to 
low-income people. 

“Congratulations to 
the Class of  2022, and 
I wish you all the best 
in your next chapter in 
life. I know we will all 
succeed,” she said.

• Victoria Isenhour of  
Sanford (Associate in 
Applied Science in Hu-
man Services graduate) 
got her Certified Nursing 
Assistant credentials 
from CCCC while she was 
a student in high school. 
While working at West-
field Rehabilitation and 
Health Center, she moved 
to patient admissions that 
led her to the CCCC Hu-
man Services program. 

“My college journey 
has been an exciting one, 
requiring my time and 
dedication. My advice is 
to keep looking ahead at 
the end goal despite the 
difficulties and challenges 
you may face. In the end, 
it is worth it,” she said.

• Brent Alexander of  
Sanford (Associate of  Ap-
plied Science in Welding 
Graduate) started with 
the college while in high 
school as he was a part of  
the Caterpillar Welding 
Apprenticeship program. 
He now works full time at 
Caterpillar. 

“Enjoy this day,” he 
said. “You have earned it 
and deserve it. Go forth 
and prosper.”

Consuela Blaizes, CCCC 
Associate Dean of Health 
Sciences & Professional 
Services, spoke to gradu-
ates at the 9 a.m. program. 

“Some of  you may have 
come to CCCC straight 
after high school, some 

of  you may have started 
at CCCC while you were 
in high school, and some 
of  you may have traveled 
a less direct route to get 
here,” she said. “Many 
of  you work, possibly 
more than one job. Many 
of  you are caregivers to 
your children or maybe 
to your parents, but you 
all have something in 
common: perseverance. 
Regardless of  the road 
that led you to college, 
you found your path.

“You have all ac-
complished something 
amazing. Be proud of  
yourselves. I assure you 
that the faculty, staff, and 
administration of  CCCC 
are immensely proud of  
you!”

Presenting the gradu-
ates was Dr. Kristi Short, 
Vice President/Chief  
Academic Officer.

Conferring of  Diplo-
mas was by Jan Hayes 
of  the Central Carolina 
Community College 
Board of  Trustees.

The Lee County High 
School JROTC Color 
Guard had the Presenta-
tion of  Colors. 

Music was provided by 
an Ensemble of  violins 
by Ken Hoyle (adminis-
tration), Samantha Lane 
(staff), Emily Rubio (Lee 
Early College student); 
viola by Karen Huey 
(retired music educator); 
guitar by David Watson 
(faculty); clarinet by Lau-
ren Winkens (faculty); 
cello by Alyson Cochrane 
(faculty); violin and piano 
by Miriam Bryant; piano 
by Hunter Hoyle; piper by 
Peter McArthur.

Providing the invocation 
during the ceremonies 
were Bishop Charles Mel-

lette of Christian Provision 
Ministries, Pastor Brad 
Simpson of First Presby-
terian Church of Sanford, 
and Dr. Delois W. Curry of  
Ebenezer Gospel Assembly 
Training Center.

Dr. Jon Matthews, 
CCCC Harnett Provost, 
presented special awards.

During the graduation 
exercises, students with 
the highest grade point 
averages in their divisions 
were recognized. At the 
9 a.m. program: Mariah 
Nicole Applegate (Early 
Childhood Education), 
Samantha Lynn O’Hare 
(Veterinary Medical Tech-
nology), and Cameron 
DeVol Pulley (Veterinary 
Medical Technology). At 
11 a.m., Shelby Macken-
zie Brinker (Associate 
in Arts), Abigail Tiffany 
George (Associate in Arts), 
Jacob Ryan Kimble (Asso-
ciate in Arts), Autumn-Is-
abel Sarahi Owenby 
(Associate in Arts), Jenna 
Leigh Skinner (Associate 
in Arts), Kirstyn Nevada 
Oaks (Library and Infor-
mation Technology). 

At the 1 p.m. program: 
Alexander Cook (Asso-
ciate in Science), Patrick 
Steven McCaw (Associate 
in Science), Margaret 
Patricia Safrit (Associate 
in Science), Alexander 
Edward Stroud (Associ-
ate in Science), Vincente 
Banuelos (Laser and 
Photonics Technology). 

At the 3 p.m. program: 
Jeremy Scott Thomas 
(Business Administra-
tion), Raymond Bradford 

Biehl (Criminal Justice 
Technology), Darlene 
Lizotte (Criminal Jus-
tice/Forensic Science), 
Victoria Scott Isenhour 
(Human Services Tech-
nology), Audrey Grace 
Thomas (Diploma Busi-
ness Management). At 5 
p.m., Eric Francis Sauer 
(Sustainable Agricul-
ture), Lyndsey Jordan 
Taylor (Cosmetology).

Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society graduates were 
also recognized at each 
commencement. At 9 
a.m., Eileen Michele Dove, 
Erin M. Kaukereit, Kelly 
Hamilton Kehoe, Saman-
tha Lynn O’Hare, Camer-
on DeVol Pulley, Lauren 
Chappell Reynolds, Macie 
Layne Watson, and Anne-
liese Nicole Yodlowsky. At 
11 a.m., Lizbeth Arvizu-Be-
navidez, Easton Bodie 
Brewer, Solomon Bruton, 
Riley Elizabeth Crouch, 
Keila Cruz-Hernandez, 
Kaycee Alexandria Davis, 
Abigail Tiffany George, 
Juana Gomez Soriano, 
Khalya Ashanti Green, 
Samuel Lee Hill, Hailey 
Kessler, Jacob Ryan Kim-
ble, Deidra Ann Knight, 
Melanie Mather, Darrell 
Christopher McIver, Kirs-
tyn Nevada Oaks, Evan 
Matthew Pruette, Jenna 
Leigh Skinner, Mia Sosa 
DeJesus, Sherry Johnson 
Sparks, and Jaime Zarate. 

At 1 p.m., Nicolette Elana 
DeChamplain, Mauro E. Di 
Ilio, Clara Giselle Galeano, 
Reid Adams Gregory, Pat-
rick Steven McCaw, Erica 
Makayla McLean, Brandon 

James Phillips, Marga-
ret Patricia Safrit, Elena 
Corinne Stansbury, Grace 
Virginia Stewart, and Au-
drey Grace Thomas.

At 3 p.m., Raymond 
Bradford Biehl, Vanessa 
Torres Campos, Marley 
Cheyenne Dinger, Victoria 
Scott Isenhour, Darlene M. 
Lizotte, Tamieka Long, Al-
yssa Cheyenne O’Shields, 
Tristan Shane Patterson, 
Kimberly Ann Pinter, 
Yolanda Yvette Richmond, 
Billy H. Riggsbee, Aspen 
Cian Ling Taylor, and 
Michaela Wilson. 

At 5 p.m., Carly Allen 
Lopez, Johnie W. Stew-
ard, and Roxanna Flores 
Zapto.

Also recognized during 
graduation were three 
retiring CCCC faculty 
members: Richard Biggs 
(Information Technolo-
gy instructor), Lisa Key 
Brown (Developmental 
Education, Chair), and 
Karen Owen-Bogan (En-
glish instructor), as well 
as college administrator 
Dr. Linda Scuiletti (Vice 
President of  Assessment, 
Planning & Research).

Following each com-
mencement exercise, fam-
ily and friends gathered 
to take pictures of  their 
graduate’s special day.

Pictures from the com-
mencement exercises can 
be downloaded at www.
cccc.edu/slideshows.

For information about 
Central Carolina Com-
munity College and its 
programs, visit its web-
site, www.cccc.edu.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

KILDEE FARM 
STRAWBERRIES

(off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)
936 Kildee Church Rd. • (919) 742-5102

CALL FOR FIELD CONDITIONS 

Hours are subject to change. Call Farm for availability.

HOURS:  Mon. - Fri. 9am - 6pm   
Sat. 9am - Until • Sun. 2pm - 6pm



GOP voters reject Cawthorn, Senate duel set between 
Beasley and Budd, and other results from N.C. primary
A look at top statewide and legislative results across North Carolina from the May 17 election

BY FRANK TAYLOR
Carolina Public Press

Voters across North 
Carolina cast ballots in 
recent weeks and in large 
numbers on Tuesday, 
selecting their party stan-
dard-bearers for contests 
from county commission-
er to U.S. Senate.

The marquee Senate 
race featured no sur-
prises as Democratic 
front-runner Cheri 
Beasley, who served as 
N.C. Supreme Court chief  
justice before a razor-thin 
general election loss in 
2020, finished well ahead 
of  a crowded field. U.S. 
Rep. Ted Budd also easily 
won the Republican nom-
ination over a similarly 
crowded field in which 
former Gov. Pat McCrory 
finished a distant second.

But surprises or re-
markable results did take 
place in races further 
down the ballot across 
the state.

In the closely watched 
race for U.S. House Dis-
trict 11, the westernmost 
in the state, incumbent 
and conservative fire-
brand Madison Cawthorn 
went down to a narrow 
defeat by state Sen. 
Chuck Edwards in the 
Republican primary.

Cawthorn dominated in 
the district’s rural coun-
ties but trailed Edwards 
in metropolitan Bun-
combe and its suburban 
areas in Henderson and 
Transylvania counties. 
This may have indicated 
a divide between those 
who preferred Caw-
thorn’s brand of  out-
spoken conservatism to 
the more establishment 
image of  Edwards.

Cawthorn, who has 
been plagued by scan-
dals and controversial 
statements this year, had 
the backing of  former 
President Donald Trump. 
It appeared that this 
drove some support for 
Cawthorn but may have 
turned other voters 
against him. Edwards 
received the endorsement 
of  many of  the state’s 
other well-known Repub-
licans. 

Buncombe County 
Commissioner Jasmine 
Beach-Ferrara easily won 
the Democratic primary 
for the seat.

Based on recent histo-
ry, the district appears 
likely to lean Republican 
in the general election.  

While U.S. Rep. David 
Rouzer skated to an easy 
victory in the Republican 
primary for District 7, 
stretching from Fayette-
ville to Wilmington along 
the state’s southeastern 
edge, the Democratic 
contest to challenge Rou-
zer proved exceptionally 
close.

With all precincts 
reporting late Tuesday, 
state Sen. Charles Gra-
ham held a narrow lead 
of  several hundred votes 
over Cumberland County 
Commissioner Charles 
Evans.  

Congress roundup
In congressional 

contests across the state, 
the election night results 
were as follows (in very 
close races, late-arriving 
absentee ballots, military 
votes and provisional bal-
lots, as well as possible 
recounts, could change 
the final outcome):

• District 1 Democrats: 
State Rep. Don Davis won 
with 63% of  the vote.

• District 1 Republi-
cans: Sandy Smith leads 
with 31% of  the vote. 
Smith previously lost in 
the 2020 general election 
for this seat to U.S. Rep. 
G.K. Butterfield, D-Wil-
son, who is retiring. 
According to the News & 
Observer, Smith blamed 
that loss on voting ma-
chine fraud involving vot-
ing machines that are not 
used in North Carolina.

• District 2 Democrats: 
U.S. Rep. Deborah Ross 

was unopposed.
• District 2 Republi-

cans: Former police offi-
cer Christine Villaverde 
won with 55% of  the vote.

• District 3 Democrats: 
Nonprofit organization 
founder Barbara Gaskins 
won with 80% of  the vote.

• District 3 Repub-
licans: U.S. Rep. Greg 
Murphy won with 76% of  
the vote.

• District 4 Demo-
crats: State Sen. Valerie 
Foushee won with 46% of  
the vote. Celebrity candi-
date Clay Aiken finished 
a distant third with just 
7% of  the vote.

• District 4 Republi-
cans: Registered nurse 
Courtney Geels won with 
65% of  the vote.

• District 5 Democrats: 
IT worker Kyle Parrish 
was unopposed.

• District 5 Republi-
cans: U.S. Rep. Virginia 
Foxx won with 77% of  the 
vote.

• District 6 Democrats: 
Incumbent U.S. Rep. 
Kathy Manning was 
unopposed.

• District 6 Republi-
cans: Army veteran and 
former Pentagon official 
Christian Castelli leads 
with 36% of  the vote.

• District 7 Democrats: 
State Sen. Charles Gra-
ham leads with 31% of  
the vote.

• District 7 Republi-
cans: U.S. Rep. David 
Rouzer won with 79% of  
the vote.

• District 8 Demo-
crats: Navy veteran and 
nonprofit founder Scott 
Huffman was unopposed.

• District 8 Republi-
cans: U.S. Rep. Dan Bish-
op was unopposed.

• District 9 Democrats: 
State Sen. Ben Clark was 
unopposed.

• District 9 Republi-
cans: U.S. Rep. Richard 
Hudson won with 79% of  
the vote.

• District 10 Democrats: 
Army veteran and regis-
tered nurse Pam Genant 
won with 77% of  the vote.

• District 10 Republi-
cans: U.S. Rep. Patrick 
McHenry won with 68% 
of  the vote.

• District 11 Demo-
crats: Buncombe County 
Commissioner Jasmine 
Beach-Ferrara won with 
60% of  the vote.

• District 11 Republi-
cans: State Sen. Chuck 
Edwards won with 33% of  
the vote, defeating incum-
bent Madison Cawthorn, 
who had 32% of  the vote.

• District 12 Democrats: 
U.S. Rep. Alma Adams 
won with 92% of  the vote.

• District 12 Republi-

cans: Real estate investor 
Tyler Lee won with 42% 
of  the vote.

• District 13 Democrats: 
State Sen. Wiley Nickel 
won with 52% of  the vote.

• District 13 Republi-
cans: Former N.C. State 
football player Bo Hines 
won with 32% of  the vote. 
Former U.S. Rep. Renee 
Ellmersfinished a distant 
fifth in the crowded field, 
with just 9% of  the vote.

• District 14 Democrats: 
State Sen. Jeff Jackson 
won with 86% of  the vote.

• District 14 Repub-
licans: Army veteran 
and business owner Pat 
Harrigan won with 76% 
of  the vote.

Statewide judicial 
races

North Carolina Repub-
lican primary voters had 
choices in two statewide 
judicial races, while 
Democratic candidates 
for those seats ran unop-
posed.

In the race for state 
Supreme Court Associ-
ate Justice Seat 5, Trey 
Allen, a UNC School of  
Government professor 
and former Marine Corps 
judge advocate, won the 
Republican primary with 
55% of  the vote. 

He will face the Demo-
cratic Justice Sam Ervin 
IV in November.

In Court of  Appeals 
Republican primaries, 
incumbent Donna Stroud 
easily defeated a chal-
lenge with 59% of  the 
vote and will face her 
Democratic opponent, 
former State Rep. Brad 
Salmon, in November’s 
general elections.  

Republican District 
Court Judge Michael 
Stading won his primary 
with 71% of  the vote and 
will face the Democratic 
incumbent, Darren Jack-
son, in November.

Selected legislative 
contests

The state saw a num-
ber of  close legislative 
primary races, some of  
which will determine the 
outcome in November in 
districts where candi-
dates have no major par-
ty opposition or where 
the district was drawn to 
heavily favor one party.

In other cases, strong 
incumbents in favorable 
districts faced no prima-
ry opposition, but the 
opposing party hosted 
a primary despite slim 
chances for the winner in 
November.

With decennial redis-

tricting in play this year, 
several current legisla-
tors were forced to run in 
new districts. It remains 
to be seen how some of  
these candidates will do 
in the general election 
if  the districts’ political 
makeup has shifted sig-
nificantly.

Some of  Tuesday’s leg-
islative results follow:

State Senate primaries:
• Senate District 1 

Republicans: Incumbent 
Norman Sanderson won 
with 55% of  the vote.

• Senate District 3 
Democrats: Challenger 
Valerie Jordan won with 
60% of  the vote, defeating 
incumbent Ernestine 
Bazemore.

• Senate District 4 
Democrats: Incumbent 
Toby Fitch won with 54% 
of  the vote.

• Senate District 4 Re-
publicans: Former State 
Sen. Buck Newtonwon 
with 68% of  the vote.

• Senate District 5 Dem-
ocrats: State Rep. Kandie 
Smith won with 86% of  
the vote.

• Senate District 10 
Republicans: Lawyer 
Benton Sawrey won with 
66% of  the vote.

• Senate District 12 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Jim Burgin won with 53% 
of  the vote.

• Senate District 13 
Democrats: Lawyer Lisa 
Grafstein won with 66% 
of  the vote.

• Senate District 13 Re-
publicans: Businessman 
David Bankert won with 
52% of  the vote.

• Senate District 18 Re-
publicans: Businessman 
E.C. Sykes won with 85% 
of  the vote.

• Senate District 19 
Democrats: Fayette-
ville Council member 
and former Mayor Val 
Applewhite won with 56% 
of  the vote over incum-
bent Kirk DeViere, who 
finished with 37%. Ap-
plewhite benefited from 
an unusual endorsement 
of  a primary challenger 
from Gov. Roy Cooper.  

• Senate District 19 Re-
publicans: Former state 
Sen. Wesley Meredith 
won with 72% of  the vote.

• Senate District 22 Re-
publicans: Army veteran 
and nonprofit director 
Larry Coleman won with 
68% of  the vote.

• Senate District 23 
Democrats: State Rep. 
Graig Meyer won with 
82% of  the vote.

• Senate District 23 Re-
publicans: Businessman 
Landon Woodswon with 
58% of  the vote.

• Senate District 30 

Republicans: State Sen. 
Steve Jarvis, who cur-
rently represents District 
29, won with 66% of  the 
vote.

• Senate District 36 Re-
publicans: Wilkes County 
Commissioner Eddie 
Settle won with 37% of  
the vote.

• Senate District 37 
Republicans: State Sen. 
Vickie Sawyer, who cur-
rently represents District 
34, won with 82% of  the 
vote.  

• Senate District 42 
Republicans: Cardiologist 
Dr. Cheryl Russonarrow-
ly leads businessman 
Scott Stone by fewer than 
200 votes.  

• Senate District 46 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Warren Daniel won with 
61% of  the vote.

• Senate District 47 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Ralph Hise narrowly 
leads state Sen. Deanna 
Ballard, who currently 
represents District 45, 
by a little more than 300 
votes.

• Senate District 49 
Democrats: Incumbent 
Julie Mayfield won with 
68% of  the vote.

State House primaries:
• House District 6 

Republicans: Joe Pike 
leads Murray Simpkins 
by about 75 votes.

• House District 8 Dem-
ocrats: Gloristine Brown 
won with 59% of  the vote.

• House District 13 Re-
publicans: Celeste Cairns 
won with 55% of  the vote.

• House District 42 
Democrats: Incumbent 
Marvin Lucas won with 
56% of  the vote.

• House District 43 
Democrats: Elmer Floyd 
won with 60% of  the vote.

• House District 43 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Diane Wheatley leads 
Clarence Goins Jr. by 
about 120 votes.

• House District 52 
Republicans: State Rep. 
Ben Moss, who currently 
represents District 66, 
won with 53% of  the vote 
over incumbent Jamie 
Boles.

• House District 63 Re-
publicans: Stephen Ross 
leads Ed Priola by about 
150 votes.

• House District 66 
Democrats: Sarah Craw-
ford leads Wesley Knott 
by about 130 votes.

• House District 70 
Republicans: Randolph 
County school board 
member Brian Biggs won 
with 52% of  the vote over 
incumbent Pat Hurley.

• House District 71 
Democrats: Kanika 
Brown won with 48% of  

the vote.
• House District 83 Re-

publicans: Kevin Crutch-
field won with 45% of  the 
vote.

• House District 89 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Mitchell Setzer won with 
57% of  the vote.

• House District 103 
Democrats: Laura Budd 
won with 57% of  the vote.

• House District 109 
Republicans: Incumbent 
Donnie Loftis, who was 
appointed to complete 
the term of  a deceased 
House member, won in 
his own right with 34% of  
the vote.

• House District 112 
Democrats: Former state 
Rep. Tricia Cotham won 
with 48% of  the vote.

• House District 117 
Republicans: Jennifer 
Capps Balkcom leads 
Chelsea Walsh by about 
140 votes.

District attorneys
• District 1 (Gates, 

Chowan, Perquimans, 
Pasquotank, Camden, 
Currituck and Dare 
counties): Assistant 
District Attorney Jeff 
Cruden won the Republi-
can primary with 59% of  
the vote. Democrats did 
not field a candidate for 
this seat. 

• District 2 (Tyrrell, 
Washington, Martin, 
Beaufort and Hyde 
counties): Democratic 
incumbent District At-
torney Seth Edwards ran 
unopposed. 

• District 3 (Pitt Coun-
ty): Democratic incum-
bent District Attorney 
Faris Dixon ran unop-
posed.

• District 4 (Craven, 
Pamlico and Carteret 
counties): Republican 
incumbent District At-
torney Scott Thomas ran 
unopposed.

• District 5 (Sampson, 
Duplin, Jones and On-
slow counties): Republi-
can incumbent District 
Attorney Ernie Lee won 
with 69% of  the vote. 
Democrats did not field a 
candidate for this seat.

• District 6 (Pender and 
New Hanover counties): 
Democratic incumbent 
District Attorney Ben 
David ran unopposed.

• District 7 (Halifax, 
Northampton, Hertford, 
Bertie): Assistant District 
Attorney Kim Gourrier 
Scott won the Democratic 
primary with 51% of  the 
vote to about 49% of  the 
vote for former Assistant 
District Attorney Jamal 
Summey. In a close race 
to replace a retiring 
district attorney, Scott 
held a 500-vote lead. Re-
publicans did not field a 
candidate for this seat.

• District 8 (Nash, 
Edgecombe and Wilson 
counties): Democratic 
incumbent District At-
torney Robert Evans ran 
unopposed.

• District 9 (Wayne, 
Greene and Lenoir coun-
ties): Republican incum-
bent District Attorney 
Matthew Delbridge ran 
unopposed.

• District 10 (Wake 
County): Democratic 
incumbent District At-
torney Lorrin Freeman 
won with 59% of  the vote. 
She will face a general 
election challenge from 
Attorney Jeff Dobson, 
who ran unopposed in 
the Republican primary. 

• District 11 (Person, 
Granville, Vance, Frank-
lin and Warren counties): 
Democratic incumbent 
District Attorney Mike 
Walters ran unopposed.

• District 13 (Johnston 
County): Republican 
incumbent District At-
torney Susan Doyle ran 
unopposed. 

• District 14 (Cumber-
land County): Democrat-
ic incumbent District 
Attorney Billy West ran 
unopposed.

• District 15 (Bladen, 
Columbus and Bruns-
wick counties): Republi-
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CPP photo by Colby Rabon

Derek Murray campaigns for his father, District 
Attorney Andrew Murray with his daughter 
Charlotte on May 17 in Henderson County at the 
Fletcher Town Hall polling place. 

CPP photo by Colby Rabon

Democratic congressional candidate Jasmine 
Beach-Ferrara, currently a Buncombe County 
commissioner, campaigns in Henderson County 
on May 17, outside the Whitmire Activity Center 
polling place in Hendersonville. Following a 
victory in the primary, she will face Republican 
state Sen. Chuck Edwards in the general election.

CPP photo by Colby Rabon

Beth Privette campaigns for U.S. Rep. Madison 
Cawthorn at May 17 outside the Fletcher Town 
Hall. 

CPP photo by Colby Rabon

Buncombe County poll worker Rachel Naso 
checks in Catherine Perez for primary voting on 
May 17 at the St. Mark’s Lutheran Church polling 
place in Asheville. 

See PRIMARY, page B10



Socialization, educational programs draw 
Widman to Council on Aging

BY JIMMY LEWIS
Chatham Council on Aging

Editor’s note: This story is part 
of  a periodic series profiling 
clients of  the Chatham County 
Council on Aging as they de-
scribe ‘Why I Come to the COA.’

Unknowingly, Bill Widman 
missed out on two years of  
involvement with the Chatham 
County Council on Aging.

“I was actually 62 when I 
came in and told George (East-
ern Chatham Senior Center re-
ceptionist Lee) I wanted to join 
the senior center,” Widman 
recalled. “I thought 62 was how 
old you had to be to officially be 
a senior citizen, because that’s 
when you can apply for Social 
Security. And George told me 
you only had to be 60! I said, 
well I could have joined two 
years ago!”

Since that day of  epiphany in 
2017, he’s worked tirelessly to 
make up for lost time.

In many respects, the 
67-year-old Widman represents 
the 2022 national theme of  Old-
er Americans Month, which is 
“Age My Way.”

A retired gardener and land-
scaper, Widman, who spent his 
formative years in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area, lives in a 
rural Chatham County setting 
where isolation reigns and 
effort must be made to reach a 
neighbor. 

This is by choice. While 
loneliness remains one of  the 
biggest issues facing older 
adults, Widman embraces the 
serenity — but only to a certain 

extent.
“I find that although I’m 

very good at keeping myself  
occupied, I’m happy when I’m 
home with the birds and the 
butterflies and the deer and 
the rabbits and the squirrels,” 
Widman said. “I love nature, 
but I find that I still have a need 
for human interaction. I get 
good human interaction here. 
There’s very little hostility; 
people have good attitudes and 
are generally friendly and easy 
to get along with. A lot of  them 
seem to share my sense of  
humor, which helps a lot.”

As the Eastern Chatham 
Senior Center in Pittsboro goes 
through its final stages of  ren-
ovation, Widman drives to the 
center daily and dutifully waits 

for the Chatham Transit bus to 
transport him to Siler City and 
the Western Center for congre-
gate activities during the week. 
In particular, Widman appre-
ciates the Council’s nutrition 
education offerings — owing 
to the fact that the nutritional 
requirements of  older adults 
change.

“I’ve learned that as you get 
older, your nutritional needs 
change,” Widman said. “You 
can’t keep on eating like you 
did when you’re a teenager. 
You can’t eat pizza and burgers 
and French fries all the time.”

However, before joining 
the Council, Widman opted 
to forego a steady helping of  
vegetables in favor of  fried 
foods. The result was what he 

termed a “spare tire” around 
his midsection, which has since 
been removed through im-
proved food choices informed 
by the Council’s educational 
programming.

“You’re not growing up any-
more,” Widman said. “You’re 
sort of  shrinking now. So you 
need to eat differently than you 
have been. As a result, I can 
wear size 32 jeans again!”

Unfortunately, unscrupulous 
figures routinely target the 
senior population in the effort 
to promote scams. Widman 
considers himself  more able to 
spot such campaigns.

“Not only has it been ed-
ucational, it has been fun,” 
Widman said. “Fun seems to be 
the emphasis on all of  the pro-
grams. We want you to learn, 
we want you to be healthy, but 
we also want you to have fun. 
I love Jackie (Eastern Center 
Activities Specialist Green) for 
this. Jackie can make anything 
fun. She does this exercise pro-
gram, but she’s so perky and so 
bubbling over with enthusiasm 
that it’s contagious. She makes 
you want to do it, to get up and 
participate.”

Protecting mental health 
also comes into play as Wid-
man ages in his own way.

“I like where I live, where the 
deer and the raccoons play,” 
Widman said. “But for human 
interaction, I’m restricted to 
just my neighbors. At the most, 
we’ve got 50 people on my 
road. You tend to forget how to 
interact with people when you 
spend most of  your time alone. 
I’ve discovered that you forget 
niceties like saying thank you 
or you forget how to interact. 
That’s something we have to 
keep in practice with to be good 
at.”

Widman is a faithful par-
ticipant annually in Chatham 
County Senior Games, where 
he is an ardent bocce compet-
itor.

All the while, Widman con-
tinues to age his way.

“Every now and then, I find 
that I need interaction with my 
fellow humans,” Widman said. 
“And this is the best place for 
it that I’ve known since I’ve 
moved to Chatham County.”
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can incumbent District 
Attorney Jon David ran 
unopposed.

• District 16 (Durham 
County): Democratic 
incumbent District 
Attorney Satana Deberry 
won with 79% of  the vote. 
Republicans did not field 
a candidate for this seat.

• District 17 (Alamance 
County): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Sean Boone ran 
unopposed.

• District 18 (Chatham 
and Orange counties): 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Jeff Nieman won the 
Democratic primary with 
60% of  the vote. Repub-
licans did not field a 
candidate for this seat.

• District 20 (Robeson 
County): Democratic 
incumbent District 
Attorney Matt Scott ran 
unopposed.

• District 21 (Anson, 
Richmond and Scotland 
counties): Democratic 
incumbent District Attor-
ney Reece Saunders ran 
unopposed.

• District 22 (Caswell 
and Rockingham coun-
ties): Republican incum-
bent District Attorney 
Jason Ramey ran unop-
posed.

• District 23 (Stokes 

and Surry counties): 
Republican incum-
bent District Attorney 
Tim Watson, who was 
appointed to finish the 
term of  retired District 
Attorney Ricky Bow-
man, ran unopposed.

• District 24 (Guilford 
County): Democratic 
incumbent District 
Attorney Avery Crump 
defeated newcomer Brent 
Boyce.

 unopposed.
• District 25 (Cabarrus 

County): Republican 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Ashlie Shanley ran 
unopposed. 

• District 26 (Mecklen-
burg County): Democrat-
ic incumbent District 
Attorney Spencer Merri-
weather won with 71% of  
the vote. Republicans did 
not field a candidate for 
this seat.

• District 27 (Rowan 
County): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Brandy Cook 
won with 61% of  the vote. 
Democrats did not field a 
candidate for this seat.

• District 28 (Stanly and 
Montgomery counties): 
Republican incumbent 
District Attorney T. Lynn 
Clodfelter ran unop-
posed.

• District 30 (Union 
County): Republican 
incumbent District At-
torney Trey Robison ran 

unopposed.
• District 31 (Forsyth 

County): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Jim O’Neill 
ran unopposed in the 
primary. He will face 
Former District Court 
Judge Denise Hartsfield, 
who ran unopposed in 
the Democratic primary, 
in the general election in 
November. 

• District 33 (Davidson 
and Davie counties): 
Republican incumbent 
District Attorney Garry 
Frank ran unopposed.

• District 34 (Ashe, 
Alleghany, Wilkes and 
Yadkin counties): Repub-
lican incumbent District 
Attorney Tom Horner 
ran unopposed.

• District 35 (Avery, 
Madison, Mitchell, 
Watauga and Yancey 
counties): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Seth Banksran 
unopposed.

• District 36 (Burke, 
Caldwell and Catawba 
counties): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Scott Reilly ran 
unopposed.

• District 38 (Gaston 
County): Republican 
incumbent District 
Attorney Travis Page ran 
unopposed.

• District 39 (Cleveland 
and Lincoln counties): 
Republican incumbent 

District Attorney Mike 
Miller ran unopposed.

• District 40 (Bun-
combe County): Demo-
cratic incumbent District 
Attorney Todd Williams 
holds a slim 155-vote lead 
over challenger Court-
ney Booth, an Asheville 
attorney. According to 
multiple news media 
reports Wednesday, if  a 
margin in that narrow 
range holds following 
canvassing, the race 
could be eligible for a re-
count if  Booth requests 
one.

• District 41 (Ruther-
ford and McDowell coun-
ties): Republican incum-
bent District Attorney 
Ted Bell won with 61% of  
the vote. Democrats did 
not field a candidate for 
this seat.

• District 42 (Hender-
son, Transylvania and 
Polk counties): Republi-
can incumbent District 
Attorney Andrew Mur-
ray won with 63% of  the 
vote. Murray, the former 
U.S. Attorney for the 
district, was appointed to 

fulfill the term of  former 
District Attorney Greg 
Newman after the courts 
removed him from office 
last year. Democrats did 
not field a candidate for 
this seat.

• District 43 (Cherokee, 
Clay, Graham, Haywood, 
Jackson, Macon and 
Swain counties): Repub-
lican incumbent District 
Attorney Ashley Welch 
ran unopposed.

PRIMARY
Continued from page B9

Courtesy of the Chatham Council on Aging

Bill Widman, left, poses with Eastern Chatham Senior Center 
manager Liz Lahti during the Council on Aging’s Saint 
Patrick’s Day celebration in Siler City in March.

Courtesy of the Chatham Council 
on Aging

Among Bill Widman’s 
patronage of Council on 
Aging events includes 
Chatham County Senior 
Games, where he claimed a 
gold medal in men’s bocce.

Rebecca 
Whitney Tysor 

graduated with a 
BS in Biology and a 
Minor in Art from 

UNC Wilmington on 
May 13, 2022. She 
will begin working 
with the Montana 

Conservation 
Corps. this month.

Rebecca is the 
daughter of Joanna and 

Michael Tysor of Bear Creek.
daughter of Joanna and 

A free archery camp and 

unique Vacation Bible 

School is planned for ages 3 

to 18, June 6 through June 

9. The archery camp is for 

ages 8 through 18, with age 

appropriate games for ages 

3 to 7. There will be snacks, 

a Bible lesson, and 

games each night. 

On Thursday evening, 

there will be an archery 

tournament for the 

children, their parents, 

grandparents, and friends.  

LOVES CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH

The church is located at 

1745 East 11th Street, Siler City  



CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

CROSSWORD
DIVERSION
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CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By

 
 
 
                                                            Downtown Siler City          

OLD NORTH STATE  
                 INSURANCE SERVICES  919-742-3422 

Insurance = 
Peace of Mind

We seek the best coverage for the 
best price for your way of life
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A little bit of R&R
My little brother is a 

ridiculously picky eater 
(now an 
adult, 
he 
blames 
it on his 
“prob-
lem-
atic” 
diges-
tion).

But 
growing 
up, he 
was so 

fussy about his eats, my 
mom basically made two 
meals every night — one 
for the rest of  the family, 
and one for him. Some-
how his always contained 
French fries and either 
buttered, canned corn, 
or broccoli with so much 
cheese sauce the broc-
coli was impossible to 
identify.

Early on, I decided that 
if  I had kids, they would 
what I cooked, or it would 
be PBJ, made by them.

Lucky for me, The 
Kid (who just turned 30, 
BTW) really isn’t a very 
picky eater.

Even as a little Kid, 
food was an adventure to 
take on, not an adversary 
to be avoided. My new 
food motto was, “What 
if  this could be your new 
favorite food and you’d 
never know because you 
refused to give it a try?” 
When the child was 5, he 
wanted to try sushi. It 
wasn’t a hit then, but six 
months later it was and 
has been a life-long fave.

There were other dish-
es that were more of  an 
acquired taste.

Duck? Forget it. Gram-
ma didn’t like it, so no 
way.

Until The Kid actually 
tasted it. Then instead 
of  two expensive duck 
breasts for a meal, I had 
to start buying three.

Asparagus? First it was 
“eww!” Then my child 
volunteered to eat it as 
long as they could eat 
only the very tips. This 
time I said, “no way.” 
That delicious spring 
veg was too expensive 
to throw away the entire 
stalk save for the final 
inch and a half. And 
Petey and I didn’t think 
eating The Kid’s scraps 
was a good precedent to 
set (although isn’t that 
really what a lot of  par-

enting is?).
Eventually the entire 

stalk was eaten and 
enjoyed.

Avocados were another 
“eww” food that ended 
up becoming a favorite. 
Yup, The Kid is a millen-
nial who loves avocado 
toast (so’s mom, for that 
matter).

But the big NO was 
cabbage, or anything 
resembling cabbage.

Sauerkraut and 
coleslaw were an abom-
ination. I honestly don’t 
remember the child ever 
actually trying it, I think 
it smelled and looked 
funny and Daddy wasn’t 

a fan.
But eventually the 

curiosity won out over 
cruciferous discomfort. 
Coleslaw was eaten with 
relish (enjoyment, not 
chopped sweet pickles).

Sauerkraut is now 
enjoyed on the world’s 
greatest hot dogs; the 
German Shepherd from 
Durham’s Dog House 
eateries.

Along with another for-
mer feared and loathed 
ingredient, corned beef, 
the Reuben sandwich 
entered the culinary pan-
theon of  The Kid’s most 
loved foods. The Reuben 
is a crazy combination of  

ingredients that should 
not only never work, but 
never be eaten in the 
same week without seri-
ous risk to one’s physical 
and mental health. But 
this treat is the perfect 
example of  gestalt, that 
wonderful German con-
cept which is that whole 
is greater than the sum 
of  it’s parts.

Today for The Kid’s 
birthday dinner, we 
planned on having 
Reubens, and of  course, 
potato salad.

But my parents aren’t 
huge fans, and my 
friend Darby isn’t a fan 
of, as she says, “eating 
cows”.

So, we made grilled 
sandwiches for everyone.

The Kid and I enjoyed 
Reubens, my folks had 
patty melts, and for 
Darby, we made a Rachel. 
She’d never even heard 
of  a Rachel, but she loved 
it.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@

bullcity.mom.
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DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Reuben
2 slices hearty rye, or rye/pumpernickel swirl
3 slices Swiss cheese
6 or 7 slices of corned beef, sliced very, very 

thinly
2-3 tablespoons sauerkraut
Thousand Island dressing or brown deli mustard
Mayonnaise
(For my grilled sandwiches, I use mayo rather 

than butter. It spreads easier and the egg in the 
mayonnaise gives it an almost French toast-like 
grilled surface.)
Spread a thin layer of Thousand Island dress-

ing or mustard on the first slice of bread, then 
lay down 1 Ð slices of cheese, attempting to 
cover the entire slice of bread. Place corned 
beef next, draping it rather than one flat layer 
of meat. Put down sauerkraut, covering corned 
beef. Top with the rest of the Swiss. Put a thin 
layer of mayo on the other slice of bread ond 
cover sandwich. Wrapped and refrigerated, this 
can be made ahead up to overnight.

To finish: Spread the thinnest layer of mayon-
naise the outside of both slices of the sandwich. 
Place in a heavy skillet turned to about 3 or 4. 
Cook slowly and when the cheese starts to melt 
and the first side is nicely browned, flip and cook 
the other side.

 
Rachel

Rye or marble bread
3 slices Swiss cheese
6 or 7 slices of thinly sliced turkey
2 or 3 tablespoons Coleslaw
1000 Island or brown mustard
Mayonnaise

Assembly and procedure are exactly the same 
as the Reuben.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Both the Reuben (right) and the Rachel sandwich combine unusual 
ingredients for a great taste.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

If you are considering a move, we’re here ready to help! 
The spring market is here and now is the time to prepare.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com
919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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C A L L  O U R  R E C R U I T E R S  O R  S T O P  B Y  T O D A Y

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

COME GROW YOUR CAREER WITH US!
WE'RE ALWAYS HIRING! 

On-Site Health & Wellness Center
401(k) and Profit Sharing
Great Pay and Benefits
Educational Assistance
One week of vacation after

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:

90 days and additional 
week after 180 days

OPEN 8AM-5PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

apply ahead at mountairejobs.com
ON-SITE INTERVIEWS!

1100 E THIRD STREET, SILER CITY

ROSHON HAYES, RECRUITER 

STOP BY AND SEE OUR RECRUITERS TODAY!


